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Nunc Dimittis

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Luke 2:29-32, NIV) “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: familiar with this because of our liturgy

A. Happens right after the Lord’s Supper

B. Simeon sang it when he held the Christ in his hands (retell story)

C. We sing it when we hold Christ in our mouths

1. Confession of faith

2. Confession that He is truly present in the Lord’s Supper

3. Here for us to see

4. Assurance that God has kept His promise to save us

II. Event signalled a new era

A. Just as we're about to enter a new millenium

B. Simeon declares the beginning of the era of the Messiah

C. No longer looking to the future for Him

D. He is now present in the flesh

E. Promise has been fulfilled

III. Release me in peace

A. I’m ready for heaven

1. My salvation is sure

2. My Savior has come

B. Advent is a time of preparation

1. Are you ready?

2. Nothing you do to get yourself ready

3. God prepares us through His Word

4. By being in the Word, God makes us ready

5. Not by works, but by faith

6. Faith makes us ready for Christ’s coming

IV. You have kept Your promise

A. God is dependable

1. Always keeps His promise to save

2. Assurance that He will indeed save us & already has

B. Way back when Adam & Eve first sinned, God promised to send a Savior

1. Promised that the Savior, born of a woman, would suffer in order to destroy the devil’s power over us

2. Exactly what happened

a. God sent His Son, eternally begotten
b. That Son, Jesus, suffered & died to remove our guilt

c. Restored us to God’s favor

V. I’ve seen it myself

A. A light to the Gentiles

1. That’s most of us

2. God has sent prophets like Simeon to share the message of salvation with us

3. Apart from our merit, God has chosen us to be His people

4. We are saved by God shining the light of His mercy

B. The glory of Your people Israel

1. Blessing was given to the nation of Israel

2. We are citizens of the new Israel, a nation without borders

3. Names written in the Lamb’s Book of Life

4. This child, the Word made flesh, comes to us, too

5. We can depart in peace with the promise of eternal life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

VI. Conclusion

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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