Are you Inn or out?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: …and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. (Luke 2:7, NIV).

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. No room for Jesus

A. In the Inn

1. Maybe room for others (more important people)

2. Maybe room for people who could pay

B. With the religious leaders of the time

1. Looking for someone more prominent

2. Wanted Him to make the Romans pay

C. In the world

1. Herod sought His life

2. Room for Hannaka & Kwanza (& Christmas)

3. Room for Santa Claus

D. In our lives

1. What can we offer Him?

a. Average offering for Thanksgiving was $4.52 Last Sunday: $12.16

b. When is the last time you told someone about Him?

c. How much room does He have in your marriage?

d. Room in Your Family? “As the Head of the Family Should Teach Them in a Simple Way to His Household”

II. No room for followers of Jesus

A. In schools: Detention for reading a Bible in Study Hall

B. In polite company: Can’t talk about Jesus if you don’t want to offend someone

C. In lawmaking/politics: Christians ignored by default

D. In media: “Male virgins” on a talk show (but homosexuality is okay)

E. Groups like Planned Parenthood lobbying against abstinence education

III. He has prepared a room for us

A. The world found room for Him on a cross: “Father, forgive them…”

B. His Father’s house has many rooms

C. He paid our admission with his own blood: “These scars are for you.”

D. We’re the guests of honor, served even now by angels

E. We don’t need the Inn: we have the cross to protect us

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

