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While Shepherds Watched: The Bethlehem Shepherds

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Luke 2:8-12, NIV) And there were shepherds living out in the fields near by, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger."

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: More shepherds

A. Not royal or respected like David, Abraham, & Moses

1. According to Jewish sources, Shepherds were poor, despised, and suspected of dishonesty

2. 3rd C. rabbi surprised that David can call God a shepherd in Psalm 23

B. Nothing noteworthy about them personally

1. Don’t even know their names

C. Had a message to share

II. Angel appeared to them

A. Glory of God shone

1. Angels, as representatives of God, have His glory

2. Glory is Law

a. Talk about how glorious God is: makes us look bad

b. God’s glory is bad news to sinners

B. They were afraid

1. Rightly so

2. No sinner can look at God’s glory & live

3. Many descriptions of angels in the Bible include swords

4. “What could God have to say to me but judgment?”

C. Message was nothing to be afraid of

1. Fear not

a. Or, “Stop being afraid”

b. It’s not what you think

2. Good news

a. This is where our God really shines

b. Not like other religions: our God has Good News

3. To all people

a. Not just Jews

b. All descendants of Adam

c. All descendants of Abraham’s faith

4. Savior

a. Christ

i. Promised messiah

ii. One who would redeem Israel

b. The LORD

i. God Himself

ii. The God who parted the Red Sea

iii. And how is this might God described?

III. Found Him as described

A. Wrapped in swaddling cloths

1. A real baby who gets cold and needs comfort

2. The creator being held in arms He created

B. Lying in a manger

1. Not the top of a mountain

2. Not a king’s palace

3. He isn’t that kind of Savior

a. Came to save us from sin

b. Accomplished His goal by taking our place on the cross

c. Because He was born, died, & rose again, we can proclaim with the shepherds, “The Savior has come.” Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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