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Jesus’ Baptism Window
Lk 3:21-22

Object:  Window

Prayer:
Heavenly Father, we thank you for revealing your glory to us in your Son Jesus Christ.  Grant us comfort in our baptism, and send your Holy Spirit to us to help us persevere in the Faith until you take us in your arms forever.  Amen.

Text:
When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: "You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased." (Luke 3:21-22, NIV).

I. About Wm Messerschmidt


This week’s window was dedicated to Bill Messerschmidt, the Husband of Verna Messerschmidt.  Since he has been with Jesus now for about 13 years, I have never met him, so I spoke with Verna, and asked her to tell me a little about him so I could share him with you.

A. Charter Member, Optician, Janitor: Coal, treasurer, Secretary


Bill was a charter member of Faith Congregation.  He and his family were instrumental in the creation of this congregation as we have it.  He was always there to serve the church in whatever capacity necessary, even though much of his time was taken up with his business as an optician, which his son, Paul, continues to this day.  He served as janitor for a while, and could often be found in the basement shoveling coal to heat the church.  He also served as treasurer for a time as well as elder, filling in wherever he was needed.

B. Father, Husband


Even with his business and church work, he always made time for his family, in fact, his love for his children served as a major reason for the founding of this congregation.  He and Henry Pahlow wanted to make sure that they would have a Lutheran church to which they could bring their children.  All of his ten children were baptized and confirmed here, and all of them still keep in close contact with Verna.  As well as being a good father, I can tell that he was a good husband, because Verna had nothing but good things to say about him.  In fact, as she spoke about him, she had the same smile as newlyweds have when they talk about their spouses.

C. Beginning of Faith~Beginning of Jesus’ Ministry


As one who helped with the beginning of the ministry of Faith Congregation, it seems fitting that this window which pictures the beginning of Jesus’ ministry be dedicated to him.

II. Introduction


As we continue with our window meditations, we focus today on the beginning of the ministry of Jesus as an adult.  Having been circumcised according to God’s Law, the people of the time didn’t need baptism.  But with the coming of John, now forgiveness of sins was available to everyone, Jew and Gentile, by washing their sins clean away through baptism.

III. John: Relative & Servant


The first figure we generally think of when we think about baptism is John the Baptist, a relative of Jesus, and a servant of the Word.

A. Banner: Messenger


Notice that John is carrying a staff with a banner at the end.  We use banners when we have a message to send to as many people as possible.  Anyone who has seen or been to a Packer game knows what banners are and how they’re used.  This banner represents John’s occupation: a messenger.  

1. Last Prophet:Clear misunderstandings & prepare

John was the last prophet in the lines of such great men as Elijah and Isaiah.  God sent him to prepare the people for the long awaited messiah.  The people had been waiting for the one God had promised to free them.  Part of John’s job was to clear up the misunderstanding that the messiah, which is a Hebrew word which in Greek is Christ, the anointed one, would be a political leader who would overthrow the Romans.  John’s message was that they should repent, because the messiah was coming to bring freedom not from Caesar, but from sin, and by repentance, they would recognize their sin and their need for salvation from sin.

2. Our misunderstandings


Even today, we sometimes think of Jesus as a military leader, a genie in a bottle to be called upon in times of trouble or to get us what we want, but when we drag ourselves deeper into sin, we rely on ourselves to get out.  John’s message told us that, although God hears and answers our prayers according to his will regarding earthly things, he wants even more that we turn to him in sin, because that was the main point of his coming.

B. Shell

1. Pour Water


If you look in John’s right hand, you’ll see a shell, like a clam shell, like the ones on our baptismal napkins.  Shells were used to scoop water so that the water could be poured over Jesus’ head, and as symbols, they are often accompanied by three drops of water, signifying the Trinity into whose name the person is being baptized.  

2. Pilgrimage

Shells are also a symbol of pilgrimage, a religious journey, which seems appropriate, as baptism marks the beginning of our journey with God which will eventually end in heaven.  Jesus’ baptism marked the beginning of his ministry, the long walk to the cross and grave and back out of the grave.

C. Clothing: Messiah coming soon


John’s clothing also has meaning.  He wears clothing made from camel’s hair, the clothing of a prophet.  The other person in the Bible who wore the same type of outfit was the prophet Elijah.  This is fitting, because the prophecy stated that Elijah would come to prepare the way for the Messiah.  This meant that, after 400 years of silence, God was again speaking directly to his people through prophecy, and this meant that the Messiah wouldn’t be far away.  On our journey, we await the coming of the Savior, just as the people of that time did, only so much more fully.

IV. Jesus: Better News, Better Baptism


The presence of John, the next Elijah, was good news to the people, but he was good news because of the one of whom he spoke.  The next figure we see is our Lord Jesus coming out of the water, so we know that if this were a snapshot, it would have been taken right after the baptism.  Here is the long-awaited Messiah of whom John had spoken.  He came alone, not with a big army, and he was dressed simply, not with a crown or fine robes.  Yet the baptism he would offer would be even greater than John’s baptism.  His baptism is the baptism which he has given us, the baptism of the Holy Spirit.

A. Nimbus w/ Cross


Again, we see the nimbus around his head, designating him as one sent by God, and within, we see the cross, a reminder of Jesus’ ultimate purpose, to become one of us to the point of dying in our place.

B. White robe of priest: gambled over


In contrast to John’s brown camel-hair robe, Jesus wears a white robe.  The whiteness symbolizes Jesus’ purity and sinlessness, which we inherit on his behalf at our baptism.  That robe is a seamless robe, made from one piece of cloth.  This was the only thing of value Jesus owned, the robe of a priest, a reminder that he is the mediator between us and God.  This is the robe which the soldiers gambled over as Jesus hung on the cross for us.

C. Lower Height: Submission & Substitution


Notice also that Jesus is lower than John in the picture.  Now, this may be because Jesus is coming out of the water and John is on a ledge, but it reminds me of the mystery how God himself came to serve us, his creatures, even though he is infinitely greater than us.  This is the reason Jesus needs baptism at all.  Being the only man who never sinned, he doesn’t need baptism for the forgiveness of sins, but he became one of us, and as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, the substitution had to be complete.

D. Crossed Arms: Prayer


Also, you’ll notice that Jesus’ arms are crossed.  Do you remember the window of the annunciation to Mary?  Her arms were crossed, too.  Jesus is crossing his arms for the same reason we fold our hands — to pray to his Father in heaven.  Imagine being so close to the Father as to be able to talk with him, share our thoughts with him, and get a response.  Because Jesus restored our broken relationship with God, we can do just that, just as he did, and when we get to heaven, we can do it face to face.

E. Somber: Baptism = Contract Signature


Notice that Jesus isn’t smiling.  I imagine that this is partly reverence to the Father, but partly the same reason as the presence of the cross in the nimbus.  His ministry is beginning.  More than any other point in his life as a man, this is the point of no return.  His submission to the Father in baptism was the signature on the contract, the contract on his life.

V. Spirit

A. Dove


The other figure we see in the picture is the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove.  

1. Peace = wholeness

The dove is a symbol of peace, not peace as the world gives, the absence of war, but peace as God gives, wholeness.  Without the Holy Spirit in it’s place, this window would have a big hole, letting in the snow and cold.  So with us, the Spirit makes us whole.  

2. New Creation/New Life: Noah

The dove is also connected in the Bible with creation, specifically new creation.  When Noah searched for dry ground after the flood waters stopped, he sent out a dove, and the sprig that the dove brought back signaled the beginning of a new world and a new life for God’s creatures.  In our baptism, we have new life, too.  Our sin is washed away, and we are free to live as God’s sons, not as slaves of sin.

B. Water (baptizw): Flood & Poured out


Speaking of new life and water, we always find water connected with Baptism, since the word “Baptism” means “washing with water.”  But I included the water with the discussion of the Spirit, since he is linked with water not only with the dove connection from the flood, which Peter equates with Baptism, but also from Genesis one.  “And the Spirit of God rested on the surface of the waters.”  In fact, the Holy Spirit is often connected with water, and is often described as being “poured out,” just like water.

C. Nimbus


Notice that the dove has a nimbus on his head like Jesus, designating him as being from God, but he has no cross, because the Spirit did not die on the cross; neither did the Father; only the Son of God, Jesus.

VI. Father


Another figure, whom we don’t see in the window but is there, is God the Father.

A. Not in Picture: confirms love


We don’t see him because he doesn’t actually appear visibly in the story, but rather as a voice from heaven.  “You are my Son, the beloved; in you I take delight.”  The Father confirms his love for his Son, and by affirming his delight in the Son, he confirms that he is without sin and ready to undergo the plan of salvation.

B. Voice

1. times in N.T./Credentials


Only three times in the New Testament does a voice come from heaven: at Jesus’ baptism, at Jesus’ Transfiguration, and at Paul’s conversion on the road to Damascus.  The third time was Jesus, and he appeared in a blinding light, so the two other times were specifically the Father, and both times were essentially the same words.  If these are the only times the Father chose to directly speak in a way the people present could hear with their ears, we should probably pay attention to these words.  They tell us that Jesus is the Son of God, that he is loved by the Father, and we should listen to him.  If God says we should listen to him, I can’t think of any better credentials.

2. We listen: Read, Holy Spirit, Relationship: “You are my son, whom I love.  In you I am well pleased.”


How do we listen to him?  Set time aside to read his Word.  Listen to his voice in your life.  As baptized children of God, we have the Holy Spirit working in our lives, constantly pulling us back to God and away from sin, reminding us that in Jesus, we are free from sin.  We are given the right to be in a relationship with God, as close as a Father is to a Son, loved as much as God the Father loves his eternal Son.  Because of what Jesus did for us, the Father can say of each of us, “You are my son, whom I love.  In you I am well pleased.”

VII. Conclusion: What do you see?


So, what do you see in this window?  Look closely, and you’ll see a messenger of God in a man named John.  You’ll see the love the Father has for us by sending his Son.  You’ll see the commitment to our salvation in the work of Jesus.  You’ll see the continued activity of God in our lives through the Holy Spirit.  And in baptism, you’ll see salvation and eternal life given to you and to me, every day of our lives.  Praise God for such a wonderful gift.  Amen.


Now may the peace of God….
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