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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Does anyone know the first commandment?

Message: Will loving God make Him like us more? (No, He loves us no matter what.) Why should we love God? †

What it’s all about

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: “You have said, ‘It is futile to serve God. What did we gain by carrying out his requirements and going about like mourners before the LORD Almighty? But now we call the arrogant blessed. Certainly the evildoers prosper, and even those who challenge God escape.’” Then those who feared the LORD talked with each other, and the LORD listened and heard. A scroll of remembrance was written in his presence concerning those who feared the LORD and honored his name. “They will be mine,” says the LORD Almighty, “in the day when I make up my treasured possession. I will spare them, just as in compassion a man spares his son who serves him. And you will again see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between those who serve God and those who do not. (Malachi 3:14-18, NIV)

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. As we prepare for the Advent and subsequent Christmas season, be prepared to hear a lot about “what’s really important”

1. Since Christmas has become so commercial, there’s a counter-movement that seeks to bring back the sentimentality of a Norman Rockwell painting

2. Every TV movie and many Christmas carols try to tell us “what Christmas really means” or “what Christmas is all about”

3. But sadly, a large percentage of those are completely wrong

4. Because very few even mention Jesus

5. And even fewer make a connection between the baby in the manger and God on the cross

B. But today, Christ the King Sunday, we find ourselves on the other side of the church year calendar, and we turn our attention to the culmination of the story

1. Today, we turn our attention on the result of the manger and the cross

2. And it’s a better gift than you’ll find under any tree

II.  [God said:] “You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God,” and “What profit is it that we have kept His guard and that we have walked mournfully before Yahweh of Armies?’

A. God has a clear message for you today through His messenger, the prophet Malachi

B. Living under the Gospel, since you know you don’t have to do anything to be saved, you tend to become complacent

1. “Why should I bother spending my time reading the Bible? I’m already saved.”

2. “Will memorizing passages of Scripture get me to heaven? I don’t think so!”

3. “Yeah, I’ll tell my neighbor about Jesus…someday.”

4. “I have better things to do.”

C. And sin becomes completely irrelevant

1. “Well, I know I shouldn’t do this, but God will forgive me.”

2. “Hey, I’m a Christian, so I’m going to heaven—God won’t care about this one little sin.”

3. “I just have this one vice—everyone’s entitled to one!”

4. “Nobody’s perfect—you can’t expect me to be!”

D. And consequently, there’s no reason to repent

1. Our world says, “To each his own—do what’s right to you.”

2. If you choose your own morality, then nothing you do can be considered sin

3. And if you never sin, you don’t need Someone to save you from sin

4. And if you don’t think you need Jesus, you’re dead wrong

III. “‘So now we call the arrogant blessed; not only are the doers of wickedness established, but also they test God and escape.’”

A. It’s frustrating!

B. God expects us to repent of our sin, yet the impenitent thumb their noses at God and get away with it!

1. Sometimes God’s commands make no sense!

a) Why not allow women pastors? We wouldn’t have such a   clergy shortage!

b) Why not allow gay marriages? We wouldn’t be seen as “homophobic” or “unloving” or any number of other defamatory terms!

c) Why not just live and let live and mind our own business? It works for the rest of the world, and there’ve been no reports of fire from the sky lately!

2. And even when God’s law does make sense, it’s not always fun living by it

a) If I cheated on my taxes, I could have that extra money, and I need it more than the government does!

b) If I fantasize about another woman, nobody has to know

C. So since it works for the unbelievers in the world, why should you limit yourself?

1. Remember that worldly blessings are as temporary as this world

2. And you have the greatest blessing of all: forgiveness and eternal life

a) Don’t ever envy the blessings experienced by unbelievers

b) While they may have comfort in this life

(1) Their comfort is shallow

(2) And when it ends, they will realize that all they had was useless in hell

IV. Then those who feared Yahweh spoke to one another, and Yahweh listened and heard, and a scroll of remembrance was written before Him for those who feared Yahweh and honored His name.

A. In Malachi’s day, the godly—that is, the believers—united against wickedness

B. And they recorded the event as a warning and encouragement to future generations

C. Do you heed the warning?

1. Are you willing to unite with your fellow Christians to share the Gospel message with the world?

2. Are you willing to take a stand for truth in the face of moral relativism?

3. Are you willing to honor God’s name every moment of your life, no matter what the world, the devil, and even your own sinful flesh pressure you to do?

V. “They will be mine,” says Yahweh of Armies, “My own treasure on the day that I make, and I will have compassion on them as a man has compassion on his son who serves him.”

A. In spite of your sin and in spite of your unwillingness to stand tall for God

1. He has had compassion on you

2. Even though you are a poor miserable sinner

3. He calls you His treasure

4. But note that you are not inherently His treasure

5. You haven’t earned the right to be called His treasure

B. Rather, He makes you His treasure

1. And He has compassion on you as a man has compassion on his son

2. More specifically, He has compassion on you because of His Son

a) Because Jesus, the Son of God, suffered and died without compassion

b) God instead reserved that compassion for you

c) And because Jesus, God’s greatest treasure, set aside His own righteousness by taking on your sin

d) You have been made God’s treasure for Jesus’ sake

VI. Then you will return and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between the one who serves God and the one who doesn’t serve Him.

A. On the last day, you will clearly see the difference between the righteous and the wicked

B. You will see the suffering of the wicked as they are cast into hell with the devil and his demons

C. And you will enjoy firsthand the joys of the new creation

1. No longer will you suffer while the wicked prosper

2. No longer will you be pressured to sin

3. And no longer will you endure the pain of living in a sinful world

D. And on that day, you will receive the blessing you’ve waited so long for

1. Not because you have earned it or have persevered by your own reason or strength

2. But because your sins have been removed by the blood of Christ

3. On that day, you will receive the ultimate blessing: eternal life

4. And all because of God’s compassion on you because of His Son in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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