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Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Malachi 3:1-4, NIV) “See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says the LORD Almighty. But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he will be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap. He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the LORD will have men who will bring offerings in righteousness, and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to the LORD, as in days gone by, as in former years.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Movie: Romancing the Stone

1. Two main characters (man & woman) running away from an army

2. Cutting through tall grass with machete

3. “Where are you going?” “Following this path” “What path?”

II. God will send His messenger to clear the way

A. John the Baptist

1. John came quoting this text

2. How do we clear a path for God?

3. How do we prepare for Him?

a. Repentance

i. Recognizing our sin

ii. We haven’t measured up to His expectations

iii. Asking for His forgiveness

iv. Having been set free from sin, don’t put the chains of slavery to sin back on!

b. Faith

i. He did, does, and will forgive us

ii. Our faith trusts in that forgiveness

iii. Looks for the fulfillment: the coming of Christ

B. God has suddenly come to His temple
1. In the fullness of time

a. His coming was totally unexpected

b. They didn’t even recognize Him when He was here

c. Many still don’t recognize Him today

2. Like a thief

a. Also unexpected: no details given (Only universals)

b. All will recognize Him

i. We in joy

ii. Most in terror

III. Who can stand before God?

A. He is like fire & soap

1. Fire represents the holiness of God

2. Fire will cut you down

3. It’ll also purify: removing the impurities from gold & silver

4. He has removed the impurities from us, too

a. Gave up His purity when He was dying for us on the cross

b. Handed it over to us

c. Took our impurity on Himself & endured the wrath of the Father for us

d. Having endured that fire, our impurities were burned up and death could no longer hold Him

e. Rose from the dead on Easter morning

B. He will wash the Levites

1. Those who stand before God in service

a. Entire life is an act of service

b. Even they need to be washed clean

c. How much more the rest of us!

2. God is the soap

a. Washed us clean in the blood of Jesus

b. Washed each of us in waters of Baptism

c. Made completely pure

d. Able to stand before God

IV. They will present offerings of Righteousness

A. The offering will be pleasing like the old days

1. Old Testament offerings had 2 purposes

a. Shed the blood of another for the forgiveness of sins

i. Pointed to the coming Messiah (Christ)

ii. Now unnecessary

b. Give thanks for God’s blessings

i. We’ve been given eternal life in Jesus

ii. We respond with the offering of thanks

iii. Since our sins are forgiven, our thanks is pleasing to God in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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