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Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: “As he was leaving the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher! What massive stones! What magnificent buildings!” “Do you see all these great buildings?” replied Jesus. “Not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down.” As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John and Andrew asked him privately, “Tell us, when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are all about to be fulfilled?” Jesus said to them: “Watch out that no-one deceives you. Many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and will deceive many. When you hear of wars and rumours of wars, do not be alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places, and famines. These are the beginning of birth-pains. “You must be on your guard. You will be handed over to the local councils and flogged in the synagogues. On account of me you will stand before governors and kings as witnesses to them. And the gospel must first be preached to all nations. Whenever you are arrested and brought to trial, do not worry beforehand about what to say. Just say whatever is given you at the time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit. “Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child. Children will rebel against their parents and have them put to death. All men will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved.” Mark 13:1-13, NIV.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Read “Don’t let their deaths be in vain” (Slightly Abridged)

Charley Reese

Published in The Orlando Sentinel on November 09, 2000

“Did you know that every day in this country millions of Americans desecrate and insult the fallen war dead?

It's true. These young men died painful deaths to preserve freedom. Yet, how many times, have you heard people say, "Well, I agree with you on this political topic, but I'm afraid to say anything about that."?

When you keep your mouth shut out of fear, you are abandoning your God-given right to free speech.

When you abandon your right to free speech, you are saying the sacrifices others made to preserve that right are worthless. You might as well drive to the nearest national cemetery and spit on their graves.

Think about it. You are saying you're going to surrender your right to free speech because somebody might frown at you, or call you a bad name or, heaven forbid, stop doing business with you. Yet you expected young men to overcome their fear of death and terrible wounds in order to preserve a right you won't even exercise.

I tell you the truth. I heard from a man who fought in World War II, and he said if he had it to do over, knowing how the country was going to turn out, he wouldn't go. That's a pretty damning indictment of the present-day apathy, corruption and lack of patriotism.

When we wake up in the morning, we should first all smile and thank God. We are alive, which means that there are yet useful things for us to do. We are free, and we only have to use our courage to live like free people.

When you let other people intimidate you into surrendering the rights God gave you, you are also insulting God. You are, in effect, saying, "God, your gifts are not worth any discomfort on my part and are certainly not worth the money I might lose if I exercise them."

Hardly anybody wants you to be a person who can think, live his or her own life, and live free. The commercial, political and ideological organizations want to control your mind so that you will spend your life in their service, accomplishing their goals, enriching them. They spend billions of dollars trying to cram your brain so full of their messages there won't be any room for your own thoughts.

They want you to slave at your job so you can buy their overpriced junk or tickets to their tasteless entertainment. Some preachers want to fill your mind with a false religion so they can enjoy six-figure incomes.

Americans, get up off your knees and stand tall. Your life is sacred. Your freedom is sacred. Your history and your culture and your country are invaluable.”

II. Creation is beautiful, but it’ll pass away

A. The disciples pointed to the stones of the temple & remarked how beautiful they were

1. Made from solid white marble

2. Strong & beautiful

3. Wonderful combination of the work of God & man’s use of God-given gifts

B. Jesus knew that this strong temple was temporary

1. Within the next 40 years, it’d be levelled by a Roman Emperor named Titus (not to be confused with Pastor Titus, who received God’s Word through a letter from St. Paul

2. Man is second to God alone in the ability to create works of beauty

3. We’re also second only to God in our ability to destroy

C. Jesus wasn’t concerned about the destruction of the temple building

1. He knew the time of sacrifice (the central purpose of the temple) would soon be His

2. The time was drawing near for Him to be the ultimate sacrifice

3. Once he died for our sins, there’d be no need for more sacrifices

4. He Himself is the temple, the place where God is

III. While the world remains, don’t be misled by false Christs

A. Jesus knew that many would come to mislead people

1. The church has been plagued with heresies (false teachings) since the beginning

2. God has protected His bride and enabled her to flourish

3. Defended us with His Word: two-edged sword of Law & Gospel

B. He’s given us the means to know Him

1. That same Word can be used to weed out errors

2. Then it can be turned around with love and forgiveness

IV. You’ll be persecuted for the truth

A. This Sunday is the International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church

B. We are constantly persecuted for our faith

1. Not physically like in many countries in the world

2. We live in a time when we are looked down on for standing up for truth

3. We’re hit with mean-sounding words like “homophobic” and “Intolerant”

4. Yet, to quote Luther, “Here we stand. We can do no other.”

C. The truth just isn’t popular these days

1. Try telling someone he’s a sinner

a. He’ll get defensive and deny it

b. He’ll accuse you of being judgmental

2. Truth is that there’s a greater truth

a. That we are sinners

b. But God didn’t leave us alone in our sin

c. He sent His Son, Jesus, who had no sin

d. Jesus took our sin and suffered for it & died in our place

e. Because of that, we are given eternal life: free gift

f. That’s the truth

V. The one enduring will be saved.

A. We suffer much in this world

1. We lose loved ones to wars and “rumors of war”

2. We lose family & are forced to fight with them for the truth

3. We are put under enormous pressures

B. Yet we can count on being saved

1. If you’re not in trouble, you can’t be saved

2. As we look at the division in our world, our nation, and even the church, it’s clear we need to be saved

3. That’s exactly what God did by dying on the cross

4. That’s exactly what He’ll do once & for all when He returns

5. On that day, we’ll truly know salvation in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object:What is the church? Some people worship in houses. Is that church?

Message: People who believe in Jesus. What do we believe abotu Him?

Lesson Summary

Why is it so important to remain faithful to the end as today’s theme states? This series answers: because we have such a glorious future promised us! The Psalm leads us in putting our confidence in God so we find blessing, security, and hope, In the Old Testament Lesson, the prophet foretells a time of great trouble prior to the end, culminating in the resurrection, and salvation and glory for God's followers. The Gospel tells of Jesus speaking of the impending destruction of Jerusalem and signs of the end, warning the disciples that they will be called on to suffer for His sake. He ends with the promise of salvation for all who endure.

Veteran Recognition

Our God is called “Lord God of Sabaoth”. “Sabaoth” means “armies,” and refers to the hosts of angels who serve Him. He’s also given us opportunities to serve Him, and fittingly those who serve in the military are said to be “in the service.” This weekend, we remember those who’ve served God & our country in the military.

At this time, I ask all of the people who’ve served in the military to please rise that we may thank you for our freedom to serve our God without persecution and for risking your lives that we might have the opportunity to speak up for the truth.”

(Flowers)

Thank-you for your service to us. Jesus said, “Greater love has no man than this: that he lay down his life for his friends.” Thank-you for risking your lives in this act of love.

Page 
 PAGE 
1


