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Surely this man was the Son of God

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Mark 15:37-39, NIV) With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last. The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. And when the centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, heard his cry and saw how he died, he said, "Surely this man was the Son of God!"

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: What do you want on your tombstone?

A. How would you like to be remembered?

1. Good parent

2. Loving spouse

3. Obedient Servant of God

4. Good boilermaker

B. What are you doing to be remembered that way?

1. Following those goals?

a. They don’t just happen

b. Unlike salvation, a reputation is generally based on a man’s deeds

2. Get distracted?

a. Other “more important” things

b. Are they really more important

II. Jesus had His epitaph written while He was dying

A. Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews

1. Still remembered today as a great teacher

2. More influence than any king who’s ever reigned

III. Clarified after He died

A. Spoken by a centurion

1. Centurions chosen for clear thinking

2. Able to assess a situation & evaluate it

3. Watched how Jesus died

4. Never seen anyone die like this

5. Knew He was no ordinary man

6. Knew even Jesus’ death was a miracle

B. Surely this man was the Son of God

1. No one else could die that way

2. Knew Jesus was just

3. Knew that God Himself must be mourning His loss

C. Realized what the Jews didn't

1. Jesus was rejected by His own people

2. He was acknowledged by a Gentile

It was a beautiful Sunday morning. People were filling the church to its fullest capacity! As they entered, each were given a bulletin filled with announcements, topic of today's sermon, what songs they would sing and who to pray for. At the end of the line stood an older man. His clothes were filthy and you could tell that he had not bathed in days. His face was covered in whiskers where he had not shaved for a very long time. When he reached the usher, he removed his tattered old brown hat in respect. His hair was a long, dirty and a tangled mess.

He had no shoes on his feet, and wore only soiled black socks to cover the sores upon his feet. The Usher looked at him turning up his nose at the old man and said, "Uh, I'm sorry sir, but I'm afraid we cant' let you in. You will distract the congregation and we don't allow anyone to disrupt our service. I'm afraid you'll have to leave." The old man looked down at himself and with a puzzled look on his face, he placed his old brown hat back upon his head and turned to leave. He was sad as he loved to hear the choir sing praises to the Lord. He loved to watch the little children get up in front of the church to sing their little songs. He carried in his pocket a small worn out Bible and loved to see if the minister preached a passage from the Bible that the old man had underlined. But he was respectful enough and didn't want to cause any commotion, so he hung down his head and walked back down the steps of the big brick church. He sat down on the brick wall near the edge of the church yard and to listen through closed doors and windows to the singing going on in the church. Oh how he wished he could be inside with all the others. A few minutes had passed by when all of a sudden a younger man came up behind him and sat down near him. He asked the old man what he was doing? He answered, "I was going to go to church today, but they thought I was filthy and my clothes are old and worn, and they were afraid I would disrupt their service. Sorry, I didn't introduce myself. My name is George." The two gentlemen shook hands and George couldn't help but notice that this man had long hair like his. He wore a piece of cloth draped over his body tied with a royal purple sash. He had sandals upon his feet, now covered with dust and dirt and the stranger reached out to touch George's shoulder and said, "Hello George, don't feel bad because they won't let you in. My name is Jesus, and I've been trying to get into this same church for years and they won't let me in either."

3. He came for the outsiders

a. People with needs

b. Sinners

c. If you have no sin, you don’t need Jesus

d. If you think you don’t need Jesus, you’re really in trouble

IV. How is He remembered? ICQUS

A. Jesus the Christ

1. Came from God

2. Is God

B. Son of God

1. Only time He’s called “Son of God” in Mark is by demons & the Centurion

a. Demons knew who He was

b. He’s revealed to us by what He does

2. Already was Son of God literally

3. By His death, He earns the right to be called “Son of God”

4. Earned that same right for us: centurions, boilermakers, all other sinners

C. Savior

1. That’s what being Son of God is all about

2. Came from God to save

3. Only God can save: it’s beyond us

4. In the Old Testament, God provided sacrifice as a means of Forgiveness

5. In the New Testament, God provided sacrifice as a means of Forgiveness

V. Conclusion: Make note of the way He died

A. An innocent man dying in the place of sinners

B. A sacrifice for the forgiveness of our sin

C. Surely, He is the Son of God

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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