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God’s Final Answer: Jesus

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Mark 9:30-37, NIV) They left that place and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not want anyone to know where they were, because he was teaching his disciples. He said to them, “The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men. They will kill him, and after three days he will rise.” But they did not understand what he meant and were afraid to ask him about it. They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, “What were you arguing about on the road?” But they kept quiet because on the way they had argued about who was the greatest. Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “If anyone wants to be first, he must be the very last, and the servant of all.” He took a little child and had him stand among them. Taking him in his arms, he said to them, “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.”
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Been said that the best way to kill a party is to talk about your own impending death

B. Jesus wasn’t partying, but because He was misunderstood, He put a damper on things

II. The Son of Man is going to be betrayed…

A. Jesus took disciples aside to talk to them

1. Had important info for them

2. Didn’t want any disruptions or distractions

B. Jesus wanted to make it clear to His disciples exactly what to expect

1. He wasn’t there for an earthly kingdom

2. Didn’t come to put Christians in key political positions or prayer in schools

3. He came to die, and that eventuality was coming fast

III. They didn’t understand & changed the subject

A. Ever in a conversation you didn’t understand?

1. Try to change the subject

2. Make it more comfortable

3. Nothing more uncomfortable than discussing an impending death

B. Probably went off by themselves

1. Jesus had a lot on his mind

2. Disciples didn’t want to talk about that

a. Like many people don’t like Lent

b. Want to be happy

IV. Bickered about who’s greatest

A. Despite what Jesus had just said, they were still expecting a political leader

1. Wanted someone to put the Romans in their place

2. Same way some today want to use the church to run the government

3. Not why Jesus came

B. Their bigger concern was who’d be second in command

1. They wanted to rule, too

2. No more fishing to make ends meet

3. They wanted to be on top

C. They did end up second to Jesus’ role

1. Not on thrones

2. In persecution & suffering

V. The one who serves the least is the greatest

A. Not what they expected

1. Wanted a top-down government

2. Wanted to be happy & comfortable

3. What we sometimes look for as the church’s goal

a. Don’t tell me anything I don’t want to hear

b. Don’t make me uncomfortable or challenge me

c. Make me happy! 

B. God’s definition of leadership

1. Greatest is the one who serves the least

a. The ones who take care of the low

b. The ones who help those who can’t pay them back

c. The ones who give up whatever makes them comfortable for someone else

i. Possessions

ii. Time

iii. Even worship style

2. Greatest bends over backwards for others’ needs

a. We’re good at being stubborn

b. We don’t like giving up our comfort level for others

c. “I’ll give unless it causes me discomfort.”

d. I don’t want to change my plans for anyone

C. Jesus exemplified that leadership

1. Deserved the highest place of leadership

a. God of the universe

b. Savior of the nations

c. Deserved all glory & honor

2. Took God’s place of leadership

a. Served others

i. Helped the poor

ii. Fed the hungry

iii. Spoke up for the poor & widows

iv. Gave & gave of Himself

b. Did the ultimate act of service

i. As leader of His people, He died for us

ii. Knowing that we are “stiff-necked” people, unwilling to bend

iii. Paid for that sin on the cross

iv. Gave us a fresh start with God so we are saved for Jesus’ sake

v. Because Jesus took away our sin, we don’t need to be slaves to that sin any more

vi. Free to live as God’s forgiven people

vii. We can serve each other in joy in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Prayer: Brian & Carol’s baby

Children’s Sermon

Object: What are you good at?

Message: Jesus wants us to be good at helping others. How did He help us?

Lesson Summary

The theme of this series tells us that God's Word provides true worth to our lives. The Psalm tells of his decision to follow the teachings of God's Word. In the Old Testament Lesson, the prophet serves God and finds himself despised by unbelievers. The Epistle tells us that God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble. In the Gospel, Jesus shows the quarreling disciples what true greatness is.

Preservice Lesson

Transgression: Sin: missing the Mark. (Romans 3:23,24, NIV) for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.
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