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Praetorium

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Matthew 27:15-25, NIV) Now it was the governor's custom at the Feast to release a prisoner chosen by the crowd. At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Barabbas. So when the crowd had gathered, Pilate asked them, "Which one do you want me to release to you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?" For he knew it was out of envy that they had handed Jesus over to him. While Pilate was sitting on the judge's seat, his wife sent him this message: "Don't have anything to do with that innocent man, for I have suffered a great deal today in a dream because of him." But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus executed. "Which of the two do you want me to release to you?" asked the governor. "Barabbas," they answered. "What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called Christ?" Pilate asked. They all answered, "Crucify him!" "Why? What crime has he committed?" asked Pilate. But they shouted all the louder, "Crucify him!" When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. "I am innocent of this man's blood," he said. "It is your responsibility!" All the people answered, "Let his blood be on us and on our children!"

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Robot soap

A. When I was around 5 or 6, got a robot soap dispenser

B. “For best results, wash before applying stickers”

C. Uncle: “You always want the best results. Don’t take shortcuts.”

D. Followed his advice.

E. Color on stickers wore off before stickers fell off (don’t think they ever did.)

II. Barabbas or Jesus, called Christ?

A. Barabbas was a serial killer

1. “Notorious” like Jeffrey Dahmer or Al Capone

2. Responsible for causing insurrection: bad for everyone

B. Jesus was sinless

1. Pilate couldn’t find a single thing wrong with Him

2. Neither could Herod

3. Neither could God: Transfiguration: My Son…well pleased

III. Have nothing to do with this righteous man

A. God was warning Pilate, hoping to save him

B. “Righteous man”: This wasn’t helping Pilate find fault with Jesus

C. He was trying to find anything to appease his conscience

1. It’s easier to sin if you can find a way to justify it

2. Nothing like a loophole to appease a conscience

3. Doesn’t change the fact that it’s sin

IV. Give us Barabbas!

A. Crowds called for Barabbas

1. The chief priests were jealous of Jesus’ way with people

2. They wanted popularity

3. The crowds wanted to be favorable in the Chief Priests’ eyes & each other’s

B. Have you ever justified sin to please someone else?

1. Not told someone about Jesus because you might get branded as a religious fanatic?

2. Use profanity or tell dirty jokes to look “cool” to other people

3. Not stood up for someone who was being picked on because you’d look bad?

a. “They won’t listen to me, anyway.”

4. Instead, we go with the crowd

V. Jesus? Crucify Him!

A. Jesus was given the sentence Barabbas deserved

1. Punishment due to the worst criminals

a. Even trade

b. Perfect substitution

B. Not comfortable to have someone like Jesus around

1. Like the skit: “No, Jesus, not now”

2. In our sin, we try to get away from Jesus

3. Pretend He’s not there or can’t see us

4. That same sin that nailed Him to the cross

5. That same rage that motivated the crowds to shout, “Crucify Him!”

VI. Wash my hands: He’s innocent

A. Pilate could’ve saved Jesus

1. Could’ve stood up for justice

2. He was as much a sinner as you or me

3. Showed that He needed Jesus to die for him, too

a. That wasn’t his motivation

b. Still the truth

B. Pilate didn’t want to take the blame

1. Who’d want to be guilty of innocent blood?

2. We all are

3. If you weren’t a sinner, Jesus wouldn’t have needed to die for you

VII. His blood be on us

A. They had so justified this in their minds, they were ready to take the blame

1. That’s not how it worked

2. Jesus was taking their blame, not the other way around

B. His blood is on them and us

1. Not the guilt—that was on Him

2. By His blood, we are washed clean

3. His blood washes away our sin

4. He took our place just like Barabbas

5. The blood that was unjustly shed (should’ve been us) is why we’re saved

6. When God sees Jesus’ blood on us, He passes over us & protects us from death

C. Don’t try to wash your own sins away

1. For best results, trust in Jesus’ blood to wash away your sins. Amen. 

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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