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Children’s Sermon

Object: Ever get tired of being good? Ever hard to be good?

Message: What has God done for you? † Did you deserve it? Then why did He do it?

Title

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Micah 6:1-8, NIV) Listen to what the LORD says: “Stand up, plead your case before the mountains; let the hills hear what you have to say. Hear, O mountains, the LORD’s accusation; listen, you everlasting foundations of the earth. For the LORD has a case against his people; he is lodging a charge against Israel. “My people, what have I done to you? How have I burdened you? Answer me. I brought you up out of Egypt and redeemed you from the land of slavery. I sent Moses to lead you, also Aaron and Miriam. My people, remember what Balak king of Moab counseled and what Balaam son of Beor answered. Remember your journey from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the righteous acts of the LORD.” With what shall I come before the LORD and bow down before the exalted God? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousand rivers of oil? Shall I offer my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. It’s common for those whose spouses abuse them to blame themselves

1. “If I’d be a better wife, he wouldn’t hit me.”

2. “She only abuses me because I deserve it.”

B. In today’s text, God takes this approach with Israel—Kind of

1. He doesn’t sit idly by

2. He calls them on the carpet

3. He’s been an ideal husband to Israel, His bride

4. They’ve been unfaithful to Him

5. He calls on them to explain their actions

II. Listen to what the LORD says:

A. “Stand up, plead your case before the mountains; let the hills hear what you have to say.

1. God calls the mountains to be the witnesses in this cosmic courtroom

2. He calls His people to defend themselves

3. Of course, we have no defense before God

a. We can say, “I’m not that bad,” but we’re not perfect like He demands

b. We can say, “I don’t sin that much,” but even if you only sinned once per day, that’s 29,200 in an 80-year lifetime.

c. I for one will be the first to admit that my sins are a whole lot greater than one/day

d. Whose side would this jury be on?

B. Hear, O mountains, the LORD’s accusation; listen, you everlasting foundations of the earth.

1. Not only is creation the jury, it’s also a witness

2. God’s creation has witnessed His loving actions & our rebellious disobedience

C. For the LORD has a case against his people; he is lodging a charge against Israel.

1. “My people, what have I done to you? How have I burdened you?

a. We’re so quick to blame God for our troubles

b. Don’t like taking responsibility

c. Yet the trouble in this world is because of our sin

2. Answer me. (He answers for us)

a. I brought you up out of Egypt and redeemed you from the land of slavery.

i. God rescuing Israel from Egypt is used in the Bible as a parallel to His rescuing us from sin.

ii. We were stuck in sin, enslaved

iii. We were unable to do any good, course set for hell

iv. He freed us from all that by the Passover

1. The firstborn sons of Egypt were killed that the Israelites be set free

2. Jesus, the Son of God, became our sin, our Egypt, and died to set us free

3. Just as the Israelites celebrated the Passover to remember their salvation

4. We celebrate the Lord’s Supper, proclaiming the Lord’s death until He comes

b. I sent Moses to lead you, also Aaron and Miriam.

i. When God rescues us, He doesn’t say, “Okay, you’re free. See ya!”

ii. He sends servants to take care of us

1. Sent Moses & the prophets for Israel

2. Sent the apostles for us

3. Sends pastors, teachers, deaconesses & other spiritual caregivers

4. Even sends Himself

1. Christ present in the Lord’s Supper

2. The Holy Spirit through Word & Sacraments

c. My people, remember what Balak king of Moab counseled and what Balaam son of Beor answered.

i. Balak wanted Balaam to pronounce a curse against Israel

ii. He tried, but it came out as a blessing

iii. So God turns the wills of our enemies against them & for us

iv. Best example: the cross

d. Remember your journey from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the righteous acts of the LORD.”

i. Reference to the crossing into the promised land

ii. Because of Jesus’ sacrifice for us, we can all expect to enter into a beautiful land: heaven and the new creation

III. With what shall I come before the LORD and bow down before the exalted God?

A. Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?

1. Israel’s response: evidence of their leaving God

2. The response is an attempt to get into God’s good graces through works

3. God’s grace is undeserved, not something we can work for

B. Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousand rivers of oil?

1. Once we recognize our sin, it’s easy to see how great that sin is

2. But even such great sacrifices will not even pay for one man, let alone a whole nation

C. Shall I offer my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?

1. How can we please God? By sacrificing our firstborn?

2. Getting closer, but…

3. No, that’s not necessary

a. He already sacrificed His—remember the Passover?

b. We don’t have to pay for our sin

c. God paid for our sin with His Son, so He satisfied His own wrath, appeased His own anger

d. That’s why human works are never enough: they’re not necessary!

IV. He has showed you, O man, what is good.

A. And what does the LORD require of you?

1. To act justly

a. Because He has acted more than justly for us

2. and to love mercy

a. Especially the mercy He showed us on the cross

3. and to walk humbly with your God.

a. Knowing that He paid for all our sin in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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