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Golgotha

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: 

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: In the Beginning

A. First recorded words from the mouth of God: Let there be light

1. Nature of God calls for light

2. Commands all things with His Word

a. Power to create the universe

b. Power to destroy as well

B. Also a divine conversation

1. From the beginning, we were chosen by God

2. He had worked out a plan for our salvation

II. The time had come for that plan to be fulfilled

A. Not light, as one might expect

1. Hour of Satan’s triumph

a. In his hatred, he moved the crowds to destroy the Son of God

b. Even though Jesus was innocent, He was condemned to die

c. God the Father seconded the motion

2. Jesus expressed exactly His experience

a. “My God…Why have You forsaken me?”

b. Took our sin with Him to the cross

c. With our sin, He had no place asking for God’s presence

d. God rejected Him on the basis of our sin

B. Darkness came for 3 hours

1. We’re told about it in the annals of Rome, written by someone in Egypt

2. Reflected the God who created light

a. Darkness of our sins

b. Darkness of wrath directed at Jesus

c. Darkness of sorrow because of Jesus

III. Cried out & breathed His last

A. Not the usual way to die

1. Usually, a crucified person dies of suffocation

2. Jesus cried out

a. No longer fear or torment

b. Cry of victory

c. He knew that the price was paid

d. All that remained was to die

B. Chose to breathe His last

1. No one could take His life from Him, even on the cross

2. Having paid our price, He had no more need to hang there

3. Chose to finish the job by dying, thus insuring that we would live forever

IV. Temple veil torn

A. Separated God from man

1. No sinner could enter that part

2. Veil kept back the wrath of God from sinners

B. No longer necessary

1. Jesus had restored us to God

2. Removed our sin

3. Given us the right to be called sons of God just like Jesus

V. Truly the Son of God

A. Because He found His victory by dying

B. Only God can win by dying

C. Because His death brings us life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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