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The Stupidest Mistake Satan Never Made
Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Mark 3:20-30, NIV) Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so that he and his disciples were not even able to eat. When his family heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for they said, “He is out of his mind.” And the teachers of the law who came down from Jerusalem said, “He is possessed by Beelzebub! By the prince of demons he is driving out demons.” So Jesus called them and spoke to them in parables: “How can Satan drive out Satan? If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. If a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand. And if Satan opposes himself and is divided, he cannot stand; his end has come. In fact, no-one can enter a strong man’s house and carry off his possessions unless he first ties up the strong man. Then he can rob his house. I tell you the truth, all the sins and blasphemies of men will be forgiven them. But whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; he is guilty of an eternal sin.” He said this because they were saying, “He has an evil spirit.”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Ever have one of those days?

A. Jesus had been healing & casting out demons

B. Commissioned the disciples to preach & heal

C. Now He was tired & hungry

D. Crowds wouldn’t even let Him get a piece of bread

E. So He went out & preached some more

II. Scribes questioned Jesus

A. Jealous of His popularity

1. Perform miracles

2. Heal paralytics & lepers

3. Couldn’t compete with that

a. Abe Lincoln said something like: “I don’t care if God is on our side. What I care about is that we are on God’s side.”

b. No reason to compete

c. People of God are His servants, not His opposition

d. but too often, our own goals & desires cross with God’s will

e. He came as their ally & ours

B. Credited Satan with Jesus’ miracles

1. Slap in the face to Jesus for all His work

a. Remember how tired He was from working so hard

b. Do we do any different than the scribes when we take credit away from God?

i. Lucky it turned out this way

ii. Amazing coincidence that this sermon text was picked out a few weeks ago and yet it’s so timely

iii. Taking credit for our good works

1. We’re poor miserable sinners

2. God alone deserves the credit for all good

iv. “What I do is my business.”

v. “I have more religion in my little finger than most of those people in church have altogether.”

2. More than an insult, it just didn’t make sense

a. Why would Satan work against Himself?

b. He’s not that stupid

c. Demons don’t cast out demons

III. We’re not as smart as Satan

A. We divide over insignificant things

1. Complain about the way things are done

a. Legitimate to have strong feelings about things

b. Don’t discredit the efforts and good intentions of the people who’ve worked hard on it

c. Respond with anger instead of love toward our brothers

2. Often not willing to be involved in the work: easy to complain when you have nothing to do with it

a. In our congregation, we have roughly  70 positions to be filled on boards, committees, and councils

b. people out of 185 confirmed members are filling all those positions (16%)

c. A handful more get involved when called upon in special instances like helping with clean-ups or funeral meals, readers and ushers, but most of those are already included in the 30

d. Lots more to be done than what we’re doing now

3. Even those involved cause divisions

a. Argue about how things should be done

b. Seek their own goals instead of what’s best for the flock

4. Comes down to this

a. If you have to have it done your way, new or old, big or small, you’re dividing the house against itself

b. If you’re willing to seek the needs of the person in 3 pews away from you, you’re uniting

c. Even the devil knows that, and He will pit us against each other like He did the scribes against Jesus

i. Are you going to allow yourself to be a pawn of the devil?

ii. As for me & my house, we will serve the Lord

1. That includes seeing to others’ needs before our own preferences

2. It means glorifying God through loving our neighbor

3. It means loving your neighbor as Christ loved the church: gave up His life for it

B. Irony: We don’t divide when we actually should!

1. Get divisive about human affairs

2. But when it comes to the truth of God’s Word, anything goes

a. If someone believes that salvation is partly through works, that’s no big deal

b. If someone denies the basic doctrines of the church, it’s their right

c. Faith is a personal thing, and public witness by word, deed, and affiliation means nothing

3. We are told to stay away from those who cause divisions through strange doctrines

a. If someone were spreading lies about your mother, you’d speak up for her

b. If someone is spreading lies about our heavenly Father, wouldn’t you do the same?

c. This 4th of July weekend, ask yourself: Am I more willing to fight for my country or the Gospel of Jesus Christ? (Only one of them will last forever.)

d. Does that mean we can’t be friends with people of other faiths? Of course not.

e. Remember which divisions are which

f. Remember why there are divisions

IV. The key to all of this is the Holy Spirit and the message He brings to us

A. Jesus said not to blaspheme the Holy Spirit

1. Rejecting the work of the Spirit

a. Faith

b. Hope

c. Love

2. Holy Spirit tells us about God’s love

a. Jesus came to die for divisive scribes like us

b. He went to the cross because we couldn’t get along with each other or with God

c. Restored us to God

d. Has restored us to each other: even calls us “The Body of Christ” (What an honor.)

B. Rejoice

1. Your sin is forgiven

2. All sins will be forgiven of the sons of men

3. If you’re the son of a man, your sins are forgiven

4. For the sake of Jesus, the Son of Man, who is the only begotten Son of God

a. Who paid for your sins & made you one with God forever. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: What do you need to fly a kite? (Sticks, string, etc.)

Message: Which does the job? All! In the same way, we need to work together to tell people about Jesus. What do we tell them about Him?

Lesson Summary

This series points to God's love as revealed in His dealings with fallen mankind. His loving nature is obvious in His calling sinners to Himself. The Psalmist pleads with God for help and mercy, asking not to be treated as unbelievers are who receive His wrath. In gratitude, he praises God for the mercy his faith assures him will be given. The Old Testament Lesson recounts the tragic aftermath of the Fall, but closes with the first Gospel promise. God's love is clearly revealed as even when He must discipline His creatures He gives them hope of a coming Savior. The Epistle refers to our failing human natures as not being causes for despair, but rather pointing us to the greater glory God has prepared for us in Christ. The Gospel shows Jesus' enemies scorning Him, which results in a stern warning about sinning against the Holy Spirit. He closes with the assurance that those who hear Him in faith are His family. He is revealed as the Savior God promised to humanity at the Fall of our first parents.

Preservice Lesson

Commandment 9 & 10: Coveting: wanting something that isn’t rightfully yours

Keeping God’s Law isn’t just doing--it’s a heart thing
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