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Children’s Sermon

Object: If you were out in deep water, over your head, too far to swim, what would you do if help came along?

Message: Repentance is asking God to save you from your sin and believing He can.

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Mark 1:1-8, NIV) The beginning of the gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. It is written in Isaiah the prophet: “I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way”-- “a voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’” And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt round his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. And this was his message: “After me will come one more powerful than I, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

When asked, What is the first step in religion? Luther replied: Humility. What is the second? Humility. What is the third? Humility.

A. To most people, religion is about “what I do for God”

1. It’s very self-centered

2. And you can recognize that self-focus in the terminology used

3. You hear “I” a lot

4. The self, what I am doing is the important part

B. But to God, religion is about “What I do for people”

1. Because God has not told us about Himself to puff up our egos

2. He has told us that He has saved us

3. And “Salvation” doesn’t start with “I” (Not from our perspective)

II. The beginning of the gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

A. Already in the first line of Mark’s Gospel, He clarifies just what it’s all about

1. First of all, it’s the Gospel, the “good message” that God has given to us

2. And it’s not about you or me—It’s about Jesus Christ

a. It’s about what He has done

b. We’re just supporting cast, walk-on roles with no particular skills necessary for the job

III. It is written in Isaiah the prophet:

A. “I will send my messenger ahead of you,

1. God had told His people in advance that He was going to send a messenger so they’d know when the Messiah was coming

2. And as always, God kept His promise by sending John the Baptist

B. who will prepare your way”--

1. John prepared the way by preaching repentance

2. The key to salvation is not how good you are or how hard you’re trying

3. It’s recognizing that you’ve failed!

a. John didn’t say, “Repent if you need to!”

b. He told everyone to repent!

c. You, too!

C. “a voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’”

1. John’s job is to level the ground, to get the obstacles out of the way

2. And the biggest obstacle to faith is self-righteousness

3. So John shows us how much we really do need this Savior

IV. And so John came,

A. baptizing in the desert region

1. Mark points out an important point for us to ponder

2. John didn’t worry about marketing to get his message out

a. He didn’t go to downtown Jerusalem to his target audience

b. He was Baptizing in the desert in the Jordan River

c. That’s at least 20 miles from Jerusalem, which is a long walk!

d. But instead of relying on marketing methods, he relied on God’s Word and Sacrament

B. and preaching a baptism

1. of repentance

a. How does one “preach a Baptism”?

b. “Preach” means to “Proclaim” or make known publicly

c. John made it known that he was cleansing the people to be ready to meet the Messiah

d. To get their sins out in the open so they can be removed

2. for the forgiveness of sins.

a. John made it known that he was offering a Baptism that gives forgiveness of sins

b. No normal washing can wash away sin

c. But that’s exactly what Baptism does

d. That’s exactly what John, and what the Christian church, has to offer

C. The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him.

1. Confessing their sins,

a. This is a rare thing

b. Usually, our tendency is to hold onto our sins

i. It’s hard to admit we’re wrong and need forgiveness

ii. We make excuses about how it’s not really wrong

iii. Or we talk about having no choice in the matter

c. But if we confess our sins, God is faithful & just and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness

d. And that’s exactly what the Holy Spirit moved a whole lot of people to do

2. they were baptized by him in the Jordan River.

a. Because that is how God acts in the presence of repentance

b. In fact, it’s God’s action even before our confession: He has already forgiven us

c. He’s not “waiting to forgive” us

d. He already has

e. But if you hold onto your sin, you’re rejecting the forgiveness God freely offers to free you from your sin

V. John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt round his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.

A. This was the garb of a prophet

1. Prophets’ jobs were to declare messages from God

2. Specifically to tell people about the coming Messiah

3. So John was the final prophet

4. Because after John came Jesus: He had come!

5. (Those who came afterward were the apostles and evangelists: those called to tell about what had already happened)

B. And this was his message:

1. “After me will come one more powerful than I,

a. John was not the Coming One

b. He points us to Him

2. the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie.

a. You, like John, are a sinner

b. And therefore, you are unworthy (“not enough”) to be in God’s presence

c. And yet He can into your presence

i. He came to be one of us

ii. He is enough to cover our sins

3. I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

a. John, like he so often does, uses word play here

b. He baptizes with water

i. He washes away sin

c. But Jesus will Baptize with the Holy Spirit

i. He’s not specifically referring to Trinitarian Baptism here

ii. Since the Spirit is already given to all who have faith

iii. But He’s referring to the work of the Spirit

iv. Which was first shown at Pentecost

v. And is shown again each time God comes to you

1. Which includes granting you faith through the water & the Word in Baptism

2. Which includes keeping you in the faith through the spoken and written Word

3. And which includes being strengthened and preserved in the true faith through the Word made flesh, the true Body & Blood of Jesus Christ in the Supper

vi. That is the baptism God has given you

1. It’s not what you can give God

2. It’s what HE has given you

1. Faith

2. The forgiveness of sins

3. And eternal life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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