Rev. Dale Critchley: 
 DATE \@ "MMMM dd, yyyy" \* MERGEFORMAT 
January 1, 1997


Let us see whether Elijah will come to take Him down.

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Mark 15:33-37, NIV) At the sixth hour darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour. And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?" --which means, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" When some of those standing near heard this, they said, "Listen, he's calling Elijah." One man ran, filled a sponge with wine vinegar, put it on a stick, and offered it to Jesus to drink. "Now leave him alone. Let's see if Elijah comes to take him down," he said. With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: (Set the scene)

Suddenly an ominous darkness spreads over the scene of this revolting judicial murder. This supernatural darkness was recorded in the archives of Rome. When Dionysius observed this phenomenon in Heliopolis, Egypt, he is reported to have exclaimed: Either God Himself is suffering, or He mourns over the sad condition of a great sufferer, or the world is going to ruin.

II. Out of the darkness, a voice cries out, “Eloi, eloi, lama sabachthani?”

A. This moment was like no other moment in history, past or future

B. God abandoned His own Son

1. Imagine if you got a ticket for each of your sins:

a. Every selfish thought

b. Every misuse of God’s name

c. Every failed opportunity to share the Gospel

d. Every time you didn’t put God first in every aspect of your life

2. Pile all those tickets up

3. Cross off your name

4. Write in “Jesus”

C. Jesus paid the penalty for our sin

1. Each of us should have been hanging there

2. We wouldn’t need to ask “Why have You forsaken me?”

3. We’d know

III. Another voice cries out, “Behold, He is calling for Elijah! Let us see whether Elijah will come to take Him down!”

A. No longer “Take yourself down”

1. They’d seen that He wasn’t getting himself down

2. They assumed He wasn’t able to get Himself down

3. In reality, He wasn’t willing to get Himself down

B. Now they waited for Elijah

1. Elijah was one of 2 people who never died

2. Elijah was believed to come help righteous & innocent people

a. Jesus was both

b. In God’s eyes, He was neither

c. He had become sin

3. Jesus wasn’t calling to Elijah

4. He had just talked to Elijah not too long ago (Transfiguration)

5. He was calling on the deaf ears of His Father

a. Father could hear Him

b. How it must have torn Him apart to ignore the cries of His Son (imagine if it were your son crying to you)

c. Father only loked on to see that the suffering was enough

d. Justice was served through the greatest injustice ever

IV. With another cry, Jesus let go of His life.

A. Having accomplished our salvation, Jesus committed His spirit to the Father

B. His suffering was done

C. Our salvation was accomplished

D. He freely gave His life

Jesus did not die the ordinary death of those crucified, who normally suffered long periods of complete agony, exhaustion and then unconsciousness before dying.

E. Having finished, He joined His Father, now Our Father, in victory

1. All that remained was the resurrection

2. Deal was done

V. Conclusion: Dionysius was right

A. God was suffering

B. At the same time, He was mourning

C. Now, we rejoice that He will never forsake us. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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