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Children’s Sermon

Object: How do you make a seed grow into a plant? (Keep pressing—how does it grow?)

Message: Only God can make a seed grow, and only God can make you live forever.

Waiting for the harvest

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Mark 4:26-29) He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the ground. Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how. All by itself the soil produces corn--first the stalk, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has come.”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. As I drive pretty much anywhere around here, I see fields of green as the crops start coming in

1. Farmers have worked hard to plant and cultivate the seeds to make them grow

2. But how much of that growing can you really take credit for?

3. You do a lot of work to nurture that seed, but you don’t actually make the seed grow

4. Any more than parents make their children grow

B. So, Jesus demonstrates, it is with the Gospel

II. And He was saying this: "The Kingdom of God is as a man who tosses seed on the ground.

A. Notice that, when Jesus compares the Kingdom to agriculture, that farming was different in those days

1. They scattered the seed by hand, and with wheat, you just spread it around the field

2. Now, we have tractors and equipment to help that process

3. But while we’ve improved on farming, we need to be careful about trying to improve on the Gospel and its distribution

a. Some would try to make “hybrid seeds,” mixing things with the pure Gospel, hoping it’ll grow better

b. But God’s Word is already perfect, so we don’t need to change any part of it

B. But our focus needs to be on simply spreading the seed, which is the Gospel

1. How is that done?

2. By spreading it around wherever you are

a. God has called each of you to different callings

i. Parent, farmer, factory worker, student, spouse, grandparent, godparent

ii. All of the roles you have are given to you by God

iii. And God has placed you there for His glory

iv. How do you glorify God in your vocations?

1. By doing the best job you possibly can

2. By helping those around you as much as you can

3. By not taking credit for what God has done through you

4. And by telling the people God has brought to you about Jesus

III. and should sleep and rise night and day, and the seed should produce and grow, and he doesn't know how.

A. Does it help to closely monitor the seed, staying up to make sure it’s growing?

B. Would that even do any good?

C. When we plant seeds by sharing the Gospel, we don’t need to “make sure it grows”

1. In fact, like a seed, there’s no way we can make a seed grow

2. God causes it to grow

3. We can water that seed by showing Christian love

4. But asking all kinds of silly questions about “giving your heart to Jesus” or the like is just pointless

5. Unlike farming, planting the seed of the Gospel doesn’t always give visible results

6. You’re not a failure if you tell someone about Jesus and they don’t immediately rejoice

7. You are a failure if you keep the seed to yourself, though, and don’t plant it

8. What good is that seed going to do for you if you keep it to yourself?

IV. The ground automatically produces fruit, first the blade, then the ear, then the grain in the ear.

A. So it is with the Gospel

1. It produces the fruit of faith by itself, not with constant prodding and urging

2. And just because you don’t see the fruit right away doesn’t mean it’s not there

a. When you grow corn, you don’t rip each ear open to see the fruit, but you don’t know whether it’s there

b. Neither can you say, “That person isn’t a Christian because I don’t see him producing good works!”

B. And what is the value of the fruit when it’s finally produced?

1. With corn, it’s food, as well as seed for the next crop

2. With the Gospel, the same is true

a. Faith gives you eternal life

b. Not because you’ve worked so hard to earn it

c. But because God did all the work for you

i. God sent His Son to die for you

ii. God sent men to preach His Word and administer the Sacraments to give you that faith

iii. God continues to work through the Word & Sacraments, what we call the “Means of Grace,” to comfort and strengthen your faith

iv. And God will keep you firm in that faith to eternal life

v. You had nothing to do with it, except as recipient

d. And that fruit God has produced in you to feed you is also to be spread around for the next harvest

i. Farmers raise more than they need just for themselves and their families

ii. The extra is for the rest of us who need it to live

iii. In the same way, God produces enough faith in you that you may share it

iv. In fact, the more you share it, the more you hear it, and the stronger your faith becomes

V. But when the fruit should permit, he immediately sends the sickle, since the harvest is present."

A. Here is the reason we need to get the seed out now

1. The harvest is coming, but we don’t know when

2. When Jesus comes back to harvest us, he’s going to harvest all of the ears, ripe or not

3. Those without faith will be burned for eternity in hell

4. But those with the fruit of faith will be taken home

a. Since Jesus planted that seed in you, and because it has grown to faith, you are saved

b. Because regardless of how much your fruit has been revealed to the world, God will reveal it

c. And what He will reveal is the good works that Jesus did on your behalf

d. Because it is by Jesus’ works that you are saved

e. It is by Jesus’ death that you have life

f. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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