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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Sanctification: When corn grows, what comes first? (Seed, leaves & stalk, cob)

Message: Does the cob & corn grow first? No, and so it is with faith. What’s faith? [Trust in †] Once we have faith, which is a gift from God, we can serve our neighbor. Does that get us into heaven? [No, only faith in †]

God’s Cornfield

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Mark 4:26-29) He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the ground. Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how. All by itself the soil produces corn--first the stalk, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has come.”

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. I notice we have a bunch of farmers here today

1. I should be surprised to see you

2. You have crops in the field by now

3. Yet, instead of making the seeds grow,

a) While you planted and tend to them,

b) You’re not making them grow

c) I bet you couldn’t even explain the details of what causes a seed to grow

d) You’re just trusting God to make that happen

B. That’s fair enough, and frankly, very wise

1. Because while you can tend to and care for seeds and their resulting plants,

2. You cannot make a seed grow

3. If you take it in your hands and try to stretch it or pack soil into it, all you’ll do is ruin the seed

4. While God alone can make the seed grow, you hold the power to destroy it

C. And so it is with most of your life

1. You can’t do anything to guarantee a longer life

2. You can’t do anything to guarantee a “better” life

3. You can’t do anything to guarantee a “better” life for your family or loved ones

4. Only God can make that happen

5. But you have the power to ruin it if you choose

D. That’s not new information for any of you

1. More likely, it’s a frustrating reminder

2. Because most people agree that the most upsetting feeling in life is feeling helpless

E. But the only reason we hate that feeling is lack of faith

1. When we want to take the reins and lead our lives the way we want them,

2. We’re telling God, “Move over and leave it to someone more skilled in this whole “life” thing.

3. Which is, of course, ridiculous and clearly the product of our sinful flesh

a) Because not only is God the Lord and Creator of life and the world

b) But He also lived a life of trouble and just kept saying, “Thy will be done.”

II. And He was saying this: "The Kingdom of God is as a man who tosses seed on the ground.

A. And so it is with the church

1. We can’t control who comes, who believes, or who is willing to hear the message

2. We can till the ground by showing Christ’s love and sacrificial attitude to others

3. We can plant seeds where there are none by sharing the Word of God

4. We can tend God’s garden by continually tending God’s garden

a) That means you don’t befriend someone just to “make them a Christian”

b) Because if you see a person as a “goal” instead of a soul,

(1) If that person rejects Christ, you’ll give up on him

(2) Or if she does become a Christian, there’s a tendency to say, “Mission accomplished” and move on

c) People need love no matter what

d) And when you neglect any part of God’s garden, regardless whether there’s fruit there or not,

e) The devil will be more than happy to sow weeds

B. And it’s far too easy to crush seeds as well

1. By turning church into an obligation by motivating with the Law

a) “God gives you 24/7—the least you can do is give Him an hour!”—that’s a Law motivator

b) “I had to go to church when I was your age, so you’re going, too!”—that’s turning God’s blessings into punishment

2. Consider how much better the Gospel sounds:

a) “The God of the universe loves you like you can’t imagine. How would you like to know more about Him?”

b) “Faith gives comfort now and life forever, and it’s free. Want some more?”

3. But maybe you’re afraid of crushing the seeds and don’t share your faith at all

a) You’re afraid of saying the wrong thing

b) Or saying it the wrong way

c) But farmers, which is better: to plant seeds and not do it well,

d) Or to keep the seeds in the sack for fear of planting them wrongly?

e) Which will yield more fruit?

III. and should sleep and rise night and day, and the seed should produce and grow, and he doesn't know how.

A. We don’t know how this works

1. How does God create the miracle of faith with simple words?

2. How does God produce the miracle of faith through water or bread and wine?

3. How does God produce an entire stalk of corn from one kernel?

B. It doesn’t matter how He does it

1. You don’t have to understand

2. The corn will still grow

3. And so will faith

4. And it won’t grow because you’re eloquent or convincing

5. It’ll grow by the Spirit working through the Word

6. So if you tell someone about Jesus and that person rejects Him, you can’t bear that guilt

7. But at the same time, if the person believes, you can’t take the credit

8. All glory and credit goes to God

IV. The ground automatically produces fruit, first the blade, then the ear, then the grain in the ear.

A. Once faith grows, it produces fruit

1. Have you ever seen a corn stalk produce the cob before the stalk?

2. So it is with faith

a) First, God produces faith

(1) No human decision

(2) No act of human will

b) Then, He saves you through the faith He produced in you

(1) It’s a great system!

(2) Great for us

(3) God clothes us in His righteousness—His perfection

(4) Then He looks at His righteousness on us and says, “Wow! Lookin’ good!”

3. Of course, that’s only because of the equally strange way that God provided us His righteousness

a) He Himself became a fellow “farmer”—Jesus Christ

b) He showed us how to sow the seeds of the Good News

c) But because of our tendency to destroy those seeds, even the ones in ourselves by sin,

d) Payment needed to be made for our so careless squandering of God’s gifts

e) So in like manner, God provided the payment—Jesus Christ

f) By His death on the cross, God paid the penalty for our sin

g) And because He paid the penalty in our place, God sees none of our sin

B. And only once God has saved us and given us faith does the fruit come

1. Because once you know that God loves you and has set you free,

2. You are free to serve Him and your neighbor,

3. Or rather, you are free to serve Him through service to your neighbor

4. You are able to produce those fruits of faith

a) The earn you no special merit before God

b) But since you already have the merit of Christ Himself credited to your account, you don’t really need any other credit

c) And nothing we do could compare with His perfection anyway

5. But God, through that faith, naturally produces the fruit—the good works

6. So every time you do something in service to your neighbor, your fellow man,

7. You benefit not yourself, not God, but your neighbor

8. And our God being the amazing God He is,

9. He is able to use our feeble works and even our failures to save souls from hell and accomplish all kinds of other amazing acts

V. But when the fruit should permit, he immediately sends the sickle, since the harvest is present."

A. Because God has saved you by the blood of Christ,

B. Because God has saved you by His Word and Sacraments,

C. You can be assured that He will take you home from the harvest

1. On the last day, just as Christ rose, so will all people

2. And those He has saved by His grace through faith will be taken with Him

3. He will not cast you out to be burned

4. He will take you to His new creation to live forever

5. And on that day, you will enjoy fully the fruits of God’s love in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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