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Children’s Sermon

Object: New word today: Repent. Anyone know what that means?

Message: Knowing: “I’ve sinned. That makes God mad. But He got mad at Jesus instead of me. I’m sorry that I sinned, but happy that I’m forgiven.”

Sent to tell

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Mark 6:7-13) Calling the Twelve to him, he sent them out two by two and gave them authority over evil spirits. These were his instructions: “Take nothing for the journey except a staff--no bread, no bag, no money in your belts. Wear sandals but not an extra tunic. Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you leave that town. And if any place will not welcome you or listen to you, shake the dust off your feet when you leave, as a testimony against them.” They went out and preached that people should repent. They drove out many demons and anointed many sick people with oil and healed them.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. You get a phone call

1. Your son or daughter is sick and needs medical care

2. You had important plans for the day, but suddenly, they don’t seem so important

3. What do you do? Of course, you immediately go to your child and get the help needed

4. And when the doctor gives you an expensive prescription and says, “I’m sorry, I know your insurance won’t cover this particular one, but it’s the only thing that will save your child’s life,” you don’t think twice about paying the cost.

B. New scenario:

1. There are thousands of people in Delaware County who will go to hell if they don’t get the care they need

2. How important are your plans for today that you can’t take some time to tell someone how to live forever

3. What do you do?

a. Do you immediately go to the people you know who might not know how to live forever

b. Do you care for them and tell them about Jesus

c. Or do you remain in your comfortable little world, sit back, and let them burn?

d. And when you hear that the cost is not only monetary (the cost of resources and people needed to do the job) but will require you to use the gifts God has given you for the Gospel

e. Are you willing to pay that cost?

f. Or do you only care about your family and a select few others?

II. And He calls the twelve and began to send them two by two and gave to them authority over the unclean spirits.

A. Today’s text tells of Jesus sending His followers out to share the Gospel

B. He had given them the cure, so it was time for them to share it

1. Now, it’s easy to say, “Well, those were trained disciples going out, and I don’t have seminary training,”

2. But this was fairly early in Jesus’ ministry

3. You’ve had more training in Confirmation class and on Sunday mornings than they had at this point—they didn’t even really understand the message yet at this point

4. But Jesus sent them out to share it

5. And He has sent you as well

C. But He didn’t send them alone

1. For one, they had each other for backup

a. And you have this entire congregation, not to mention any other Christian friends or family, to help you out

b. That is why God gave us the blessing of the church: the Body of Christ

2. But He also sent the Holy Spirit

a. And it’s not your qualifications any more than theirs that will bring results

b. The Spirit has promised to act through the Word

c. So all you need to do is plant seeds—share the Word

d. God will do the rest

III. And He commanded them that they should take nothing on the way except only a staff—no bread, no knapsack, no money in their belt. "But binding on sandals, do not wear two tunics."

A. Jesus wanted them to trust in God not only to care for their bodily needs, but to produce results from their witnessing

1. He was saying that there would be people who would not only believe the message, but do what they can so others would hear it, too

2. He was assuring them that God’s Word is effective

B. Jesus wants you to trust the same way

1. When you support the ministry or get involved, don’t worry about whether God will provide for you

2. He will

3. Don’t worry about whether it’ll do any good

4. He will

IV. And He said to them, "Wherever you enter into a house, remain there until you go out from there." "And whatever place will not receive you nor listen to you, go out from there, shake the dust from under your feet for a witness to them."

A. This is the reality of sharing the Gospel

B. Some will receive the message with joy

1. Not necessarily right away

2. Not necessarily the way you expect they should

3. But God has assured us that He will bring people to faith through His Word

C. But some will reject it

1. Because of sinful human nature

2. Sinful man is so corrupt that our nature is to reject the free gift of eternal life

3. Sin makes us fools

4. And some, because of their sin, will resist and reject that free salvation

5. For them, just keep praying and loving them.

V. And they [continually] went out to preach that [people] should repent.

A. You see, it’s not a complicated message that we share

B. It’s as simple as 2 sides of a coin

1. We are all sinners and don’t live up to God’s demands

2. Jesus was perfect for us and was punished in our place

C. Repentance is simply faith in both of those: our unworthiness and Jesus’ worthiness on our behalf

VI. And many demons they were casting out and were anointing with oil many sick people and were healing them.

A. How did it happen?

1. By magic oil or incantations?

2. No, by the power of God working through them through His Word

3. The same power of the same God through the same Word that works through you today

4. The same power of the same God through the same Word that works in you today by hearing it

5. The same power of the same God through the same Word that works in you every day through your Baptism

6. The same power of the same God through the same Word-made-flesh Who gave His life for you that you may live forever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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