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Whiter than bleach

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Mark 9:2-9, NIV) After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high mountain, where they were all alone. There he was transfigured before them. His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them. And there appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Peter said to Jesus, "Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters--one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah." (He did not know what to say, they were so frightened.) Then a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and a voice came from the cloud: "This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!" Suddenly, when they looked round, they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus. As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Good coaches & bad coaches (Same true of management)

A. Bad coaches

1. Demean the players

2. Frustrate them

3. Make them feel like failures

B. Good coaches

1. Trains & equips

2. Build confidence (not too much, though)

3. Encourage

4. Make them feel like they can win (regardless of their chances)

5. Also make aware of difficulty of the game

II. Jesus was equipping them

A. Rough road ahead of them

1. Soon, Jesus would suffer & die

2. They would face fear & persecution

3. Eventually, most of them would be killed for their faith & witness

B. Gave them a taste of the glory that awaited them

1. Whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them

a. Jesus showed the effect of sinlessness

b. Completely spotless

c. No one on earth can make anyone that white/clean

d. Only God can do that

2. That whiteness awaited them & awaits us

a. No one can make us that white

b. We certainly can’t do it ourselves

c. Can’t wash clothes with dirty/greasy hands

III. Having empowered them, He reviewed the plan

A. Went over it with the experts

1. Moses

a. Represents the Torah (Law/Teaching)

b. None other like him

2. Elijah

a. Represents the prophets

b. Knew what it was to take a stand

B. Reviewed the playbook

1. They were discussing His impending death

2. Moses & Elijah encouraged Him (They were depending on Him, too)

IV. Didn’t yell at players when made mistakes

A. Peter wanted to go back to the way it was (Tent of meeting)

B. God the Father straightened him out

1. Came in the cloud (Just like old times)

2. “Listen to Him”: Jesus is fulfillment of Moses & Elijah’s ministries

3. The other 2 vanished: no one but Jesus

4. That’s where we look, too.

V. Jesus commanded them to keep silent

A. Wouldn’t tell everyone about how great the coach is before the game’s over

1. “Game” wasn’t over yet

2. Plan needed to be put into action

a. Remained for Jesus to be beaten & bruised

b. Be abandoned by God

c. Die on the cross in our place

d. Only then could He say, “It is completed”

B. Now that it’s done

1. We have been washed just as white

a. Jesus took the dirt of our sin on Himself

b. In God’s eyes, we’re clean, too

c. Nothing in this creation can get us that clean

d. Only the cleansing blood of Christ

2. We don’t have to bottle it up

a. We can shine Christ’s whiteness to others

b. We can show His love to the people in our lives

c. We can tell them why

i. Not because we aren’t sinners

ii. Because we’ve been washed clean from sin, death and the devil in Baptism

iii. Because Jesus went to the cross for us and kept going all the way back to life

iv. That same glory awaits us for Jesus sake & in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: stained shirt

Message: We can’t wash it out. Only Jesus can wash away our sins.

Lesson Summary

Today’s lessons emphasize God working through His servants to proclaim His glory. The Old Testament Lesson relates Elijah passing the prophetic mantle to his successor, Elisha, who then carries on the continuing prophetic ministry. The Epistle speaks of the Spirit working through the ministry of the apostles who by their work proclaim the glory of God in Christ. The Gospel is the account of the Transfiguration event.

"About the Liturgy"

Thank God for gift: forgiving our sin

Ask for stronger faith toward God & love toward each other: natural outcome of forgiveness
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