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New Year’s Eve / Name of Jesus 2002

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Matthew 1:18-21, NIV) This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. What is the worst thing that could ever happen to you?

1. For me, it would be losing my wife or a child

2. Maybe for you it would be financial hardships

3. Friends or family turning against you

4. We all have fears

5. And we’ve all, at one time or another, had “nightmare” days

a. You know, those days that seem too horrible to be real

b. Those days where you just want to go to bed and hope it’s all fixed in the morning

B. Joseph was facing a nightmare

1. He was betrothed to Mary

a. Betrothal was as legally binding as marriage, only it lasted 9 months, during which time they were never alone together

2. And Mary, after a visit for a few months to her cousin’s, shows up in town pregnant

3. A day that should’ve been a joyous reunion turned out to be the worst day of Joseph’s life

II. But the genesis of Jesus Christ was like this:

A. His mother, Mary, being betrothed to Joseph, was found to have a womb from the Holy Spirit.

1. Mary was not guilty as Joseph suspected

2. She had been faithful to Joseph

3. More to the point, God had been faithful to Mary, Joseph, and the world

a. He had kept His promise to send a Savior

b. And He would indeed be born of a virgin, just as Isaiah had foretold

III. But Joseph, her husband, being righteous and not wanting to make an example of her, decided to dismiss her privately.

A. We don’t know what Mary said to Joseph to try to explain

B. We simply know that Joseph didn’t immediately say, “Mary, you’re pregnant! You must be bearing the Messiah!”

C. If Mary was guilty of adultery, Joseph had 2 choices

1. He could either have her stoned to death at the city gate

2. Or he could divorce her privately

3. And since he loved Mary, he decided to save her and the baby within her womb

IV. But while he was considering this, behold, and angel of the Lord in a dream appeared to him.

A. Joseph’s sleep would surely be troubled

B. But in the midst of his trouble, God sent good news

1. A seemingly unfixable problem turned out to have a solution after all!

2. Joseph need not despair!

3. God had a solution: Jesus

C. And in the midst of your troubles, God has good news for you as well

1. No matter how unfixable your problems might seem

2. You need not despair

3. God has a solution: the same Jesus!

V. He said, "Joseph, son of David, don't be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for what [is] begotten in her is of the Holy Spirit."

A. The Holy Spirit, Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, has given the Son to us in flesh

1. And we find this to be the Spirit’s way of working

2. He still does the same today

3. He gives us the Son through Word and Sacraments

4. And it is only through the Spirit that we receive the faith that clings to the Son

B. Suddenly, because of Jesus’ presence, this nightmare, through a dream, becomes a dream come true

1. Suddenly, Joseph may keep his wife

2. Not only that, but there’d be a son, Who would be the Messiah

3. A unique honor, and a unique challenge

a. Yet not so unique

b. We are given Jesus as well

c. And we are given the opportunity to bring Him to others as well

d. And sometimes, that means suffering for His name, just as Joseph would suffer the stigma of being married to a seemingly adulterous woman

VI. "But she will bring forth a Son, and you will call His name Jesus, for He will save the people from their sins."

A. The name “Jesus” means, “Yahweh saves”

B. That is exactly what Jesus came not just to do, but to be
1. Jesus is the Son of God, God Himself, Yahweh Who saves

2. He is the fulfillment of the promise to the people walking in darkness of sin

C. And He saved us by coming to live amid our darkness

1. But He shone His light throughout His life

2. And He submitted to the darkness of death for our sake, to save us, by taking away our sin on the cross

3. But when He had overcome the darkness of death, He opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers!

VII. Conclusion

A. New Year’s Eve is also the celebration of the naming of Jesus

1. And how fitting this is

2. We received His name at the beginning of our lives as Christians in our Baptism

3. And His name, salvation, turns our problems into blessings

B. Whatever nightmares you had in 2002

1. Rest assured that Yahweh has saved you

2. That He does His name

3. And that because your sins are forgiven, the ultimate dream-come-true—eternal life—is yours in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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