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Too much Focus on the Family?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Matthew 10:34-42, NIV) "Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. For I have come to turn "`a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law-- a man's enemies will be the members of his own household.' "Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and anyone who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. "He who receives you receives me, and he who receives me receives the one who sent me. Anyone who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet's reward, and anyone who receives a righteous man because he is a righteous man will receive a righteous man's reward. And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is my disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his reward."

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

•
The Fourth of July is more than a day for fireworks and cook-outs. It was on that day, in 1776, that the 13 American colonies declared their independence from Great Britain. Thomas Jefferson drafted the Declaration of Independence, one of the greatest documents in the long struggle of mankind for freedom from oppressive government.

•
Fifty-six American leaders in the Continental Congress stepped forward to sign the final document, at enormous personal risk.

•
What Happened to the Signers?

•
Five signers were captured by the British and brutally tortured as traitors. Nine fought in the War for Independence and died from wounds or from hardships they suffered. Two lost their sons in the Continental Army. Another two had sons captured. At least a dozen of the fifty-six had their homes pillaged and burned.

•
What kind of men were they? Twenty-five were lawyers or jurists. Eleven were merchants. Nine were farmers or large plantation owners. One was a teacher, one a musician, and one a printer. These were men of means and education, yet they signed the Declaration of Independence, knowing full well that the penalty could be death if they were captured.

II. We often think of Jesus as a gentle, soft-hearted peacemaker

A. Sometimes He was

When Jesus encountered the sick, He was filled with compassion. He healed people, fed them, and blessed the children. He also made a habit of ruining funerals by raising the dead!

And when He encountered ignorance, the lack of understanding of God’s Word, the confusion so many people had, He was usually gentle.

B. Not always

1. We emphasize the importance of the family

Now, there’s no question that the family is important, even that the traditional family structure of one man and one woman in marriage, as given by God, is of great value.

"Family Values" keep our nation stable. Imagine what our nation would be, or even will be, like if the “traditional family” is eroded. We keep hearing more and more about “gay marriages.” Couples living together before marriage has become the norm. The home becomes more and more unstable, and children become seen as a liability instead of a blessing.

2. Jesus knew that there's an order to these things

If God comes first, the rest will follow. If God leads your family, and the family follows Him and seeks His will, you will have what you need, and you will prosper. Of course, following God isn’t always popular, even within the family. The family is made up of sinners, and sinners tend to rebel against God’s will, and this will probably lead to some arguments, but which family is more important to you, the people living in your home, or the eternal family you were baptized into? Wouldn’t it be better to stand up for truth than to condone lies? If your family were all members of PETA, the group that claims Jesus was a vegetarian, would you put their logo on your car bumper? It all comes down to priorities: what’s your priority? What comes first in your life?

Family is good, but putting your family before God will cause your relationship with God to suffer. Luther said in the Large Catechism, “That to which your heart clings and entrusts itself is, I say, really your God.” You see, if family is more important to you, then your family is a golden calf. It’s idolatry!

III. The history of our nation tells us that we can't stand up for what we believe in and always have peace

A. John Lennon tried to promote that idea along with the hippie movement

Imagine no one standing up for what they believe in. Imagine everyone going along with whatever comes along. Imagine unborn babies dying because no one is willing to stand up for them. Imagine teachers telling elementary school children that homosexuality is okay because no one is willing to stand up against it. Imagine your friends going to hell because they think they can be saved by trying to live a good life because you didn't have the courage to tell them about Jesus. These things aren't too tough to imagine, are they?

B. Consider what people gave up for our independence

•
In the face of the advancing British Army, the Continental Congress fled from Philadelphia to Baltimore on December 12, 1776. It was an especially anxious time for John Hancock, the President, as his wife had just given birth to a baby girl. Due to the complications stemming from the trip to Baltimore, the child lived only a few months.

•
William Ellery's signing at the risk of his fortune proved only too realistic. In December 1776, during three days of British occupation of Newport, Rhode Island, Ellery's house was burned, and all his property destroyed.

•
Richard Stockton, a New Jersey State Supreme Court Justice, had rushed back to his estate near Princeton after signing the Declaration of Independence to find that his wife and children were living like refugees with friends. They had been betrayed by a Tory sympathizer who also revealed Stockton's own whereabouts. British troops pulled him from his bed one night, beat him and threw him in jail where he almost starved to death. When he was finally released, he went home to find his estate had been looted, his possessions burned, and his horses stolen. Judge Stockton had been so badly treated in prison that his health was ruined and he died before the war's end. His surviving family had to live the remainder of their lives off charity.

•
Carter Braxton was a wealthy planter and trader. One by one his ships were captured by the British navy. He loaned a large sum of money to the American cause; it was never paid back. He was forced to sell his plantations and mortgage his other properties to pay his debts.

•
Thomas McKean was so hounded by the British that he had to move his family almost constantly. He served in the Continental Congress without pay, and kept his family in hiding.

•
Vandals or soldiers or both looted the properties of Clymer, Hall, Harrison, Hopkinson and Livingston. Seventeen lost everything they owned.

•
Thomas Heyward, Jr., Edward Rutledge and Arthur Middleton, all of South Carolina, were captured by the British during the Charleston Campaign in 1780. They were kept in dungeons at the St. Augustine Prison until exchanged a year later.

•
At the Battle of Yorktown, Thomas Nelson, Jr. noted that the British General Cornwallis had taken over the family home for his headquarters. Nelson urged General George Washington to open fire on his own home. This was done, and the home was destroyed. Nelson later died bankrupt.

•
Francis Lewis also had his home and properties destroyed. The British jailed his wife for two months, and that and other hardships from the war so affected her health that she died only two years later.

•
"Honest John" Hart, a New Jersey farmer, was driven from his wife's bedside when she was near death. Their thirteen children fled for their lives. Hart's fields and his grist mill were laid waste. For over a year he eluded capture by hiding in nearby forests. He never knew where his bed would be the next night and often slept in caves. When he finally returned home, he found that his wife had died, his children disappeared, and his farm and stock were completely destroyed. Hart himself died in 1779 without ever seeing any of his family again.

C. We like to say, "That's what it is to be an American." But what does it mean to be a Christian?

Some people are here not because they believe what the church teaches, but because their family is here. Your God is not Jesus Christ: it's your family, and your family cannot give you eternal life

IV. Jesus said,

"He who receives you receives me, and he who receives me receives the one who sent me. Anyone who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet's reward, and anyone who receives a righteous man because he is a righteous man will receive a righteous man's reward. And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is my disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his reward."

A. What does it mean to receive a prophet or a righteous man?

The key is in the "because": for the mere fact that he's a prophet or a righteous man. And because there are certain qualities of the prophets & righteous men. Prophets are those who share God's Word. They don't need to be Moses or Isaiah. Anyone with God's Word (the message of salvation) is a prophet. The ones in the Bible just had a direct line, but we have the Bible, which is also a direct line from God.

What makes them prophets & righteous men is our reward. They have a message to share with us, and here it is: (This is the most important thing you'll ever hear): We can't get to heaven on our own merits. Trying hard or being sincere won't cut it with God. You have to be as PERFECT as God. You can't do that, so you need someone to provide a solution. God provided a solution: His own Son. Jesus lived a perfect life on our behalf and died in our place. Because He took your place on the cross, you can go to His place: heaven. Receive that message, and you'll get the same reward as the prophets: eternal life. God gives that same free offer to everyone, even those who have buckled under family pressure. Knowing what He's done for us, we have a reason to stand up for the truth. It’s been said, "The one who stands for what's right often stands alone." Well, that’s not entirely true: God stands with us, and if God is for us, who can be against us?

Conclusion

The Declaration of Independence ends: "For the support of this declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of the Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other, our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor."

For Christ, who earned for us eternal life, can we do any less? 

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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