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Children’s Sermon

Object: Who’s anxious for Santa to come? What if the presents he gave you were all broken? Wouldn’t expect that.

Message: They didn’t expect Jesus to be like He was. They expected a warrior king. What’s Jesus really like? Which is better?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Matthew 11:2-11, NIV) When John heard in prison what Christ was doing, he sent his disciples to ask him, “Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?” Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor. Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me.” As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: “What did you go out into the desert to see? A reed swayed by the wind? If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear fine clothes are in kings’ palaces. Then what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written: “‘I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ I tell you the truth: Among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Have you ever heard about someone and thought (s)he was what you were waiting for?

1. Married people: did you ask yourself before you got married if this was really the right guy/lady for you?

2. Maybe you were anxious about an elected official, hoping he’d take care of problems caused by a predecessor

B. In today’s text, John’s disciples were wondering if Jesus was really the one they’d been waiting for

II. Are You the coming one, or should we look for another?

A. We don’t know exactly why John sent this message

1. Could be personal doubt in light of his imprisonment

2. Could be to reassure his disciples as his ministry drew to a close to be superseded by Jesus’

B. Either way, someone was questioning who Jesus is

1. He wasn’t fitting the expected profile

a. No political authority

b. Hadn’t freed John from prison or gotten him out of danger

c. Instead, He was poor & homeless

d. Hardly what anyone could’ve expected of someone they’d waited thousands of years for

2. Jesus doesn’t always fit our profile of Him, either

a. Certain things He said & did that we’re not always comfortable with

i. Whipping the moneychangers in the temple

ii. Cursing a fig tree & making it wither

iii. Condemning divorce except in cases of infidelity or abandonment

iv. Encouraging us to associate with the dregs of society

III. Go and tell what you hear & see.

A. Jesus doesn’t point to Himself

1. Not boastful

2. Doesn’t list of a line of credentials

B. Points to the works of the Messiah

1. All things He’d done

2. But fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy about the Messiah

a. (Isaiah 35:4-6, NIV) say to those with fearful hearts, “Be strong, do not fear; your God will come, he will come with vengeance; with divine retribution he will come to save you.” Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped. Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy. Water will gush forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert.

b. Other prophecies

3. “Don’t take my word for it…”

IV. Blessed is he who doesn’t stumble over me.

A. Because Jesus doesn’t fit expectations

1. Many people had problems with Him being the Messiah

2. They still do today

a. Most people in the world today reject Jesus as the Messiah

b. Ultimately, they see themselves as their own saviors

c. Trying to be saved by their own works

d. The worst form of idolatry

3. If you stumble over Jesus, you fall because of Him

a. Not that He causes you to fall

b. You’re so blind, you don’t recognize Him for Who He is: the Son of God, Savior

V. What did you go to see?

A. A reed shaken by the wind?

1. People had been going out into the wilderness to see John

2. Some went for the spectacle

a. Saw him

b. Went home

3. Some went to criticize him

a. Pharisees were looking for a way to trap him

b. He wasn’t afraid of them

c. Called them a “brood of vipers”

4. Some went to listen to him

a. Followed him

b. Realized that He was truly a prophet of God

B. A man in soft clothing?

1. Soft clothing refers to silks, etc. worn by kings

2. Implies a man who’s effeminate

3. Quite the contrast to John’s camel-hair robe

4. John was not pampered

C. A prophet?

1. More than a prophet

a. The prophets before John spoke of the Christ’s coming

b. John was given the message: The Christ is here

2. the one written about

a. John is the only prophet foretold by other prophets

b. Quite a position of honor

c. But a prophet is only as good as His words

d. His words are only good if they’re God’s Word

e. He was great not because of personal wisdom or insight

f. He was great because he spoke God’s Word

3. None greater than John of the Baptism

a. John’s job was to prepare people for Jesus’ imminent coming

b. He baptized as a sign of repentance

c. Repentance is the only way to prepare for forgiveness

4. yet he who is least in the Kingdom of Heaven is greater than he

a. The key to Jesus’ statement is understanding “who is least in the Kingdom of Heaven”

b. Remember before Jesus saying, “Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me.”
c. People fell away because Jesus wasn’t what they expected of the Christ

d. The Christ, Who is God Himself, is all about being the least in the kingdom

i. He reduced Himself to be lower than any person who ever lived

ii. Gave up His life for us, because of our sin

iii. We, who should be brought low because of our rebellion against God, are saved by Jesus, who was made low so we are raised up

iv. Because He was made the least, we have eternal life

v. Not because of anything we’ve earned

vi. Because He earned eternal life for all of us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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