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Children’s Sermon

Object: Who takes care of you? (Lead to “God” if necessary) Will God always take care of you? No matter what? Even if you get into a whole lot of trouble? How do you know? Has God proven to you how much He loves you?

Message: (Stand and address adults) Jesus said in today’s Gospel lesson that God has “hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children”. Here, you have the evidence of that. (Stand between kids & adults) Kids, stand up, face these grown ups, and nice & loud, tell them: 

When money gets tight, Who’s going to take care of you? All the time?

When someone gets sick, Who’s going to take care of them? No matter what?

When you have a whole lot of sin, Who’s going to forgive you? Every time?

Kids, when Mom & Dad worry about something, you can help them remember that Jesus will take care of them.

Take It Easy!

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Matthew 11:25-30, NIV) At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure. “All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Have you ever considered how rich you’d get by drilling for oil?

1. I’m not talking about going to Texas or Alaska

2. Why not try you’re own backyard?

a. It’s much easier

b. You’d save a lot of money doing it that way

c. You wouldn’t have to move!

3. Of course, it wouldn’t work

a. You can’t drill for oil where you know there is none

b. Iowa, not being known for its oil reserves, is a foolish place to look for oil

B. Have you ever considered how much you can know about God without His Word?

1. It’s like drilling for oil in Iowa

2. There’s no way you can know anything about God from yourself

3. Being sinners, even what we *do* know from His Word is often corrupted by our sinful interpretation

4. There’s the importance of letting Scripture interpret Scripture instead of our own logic

5. “What does this mean?”

a. The correct answer does not begin with, “I think”

b. The correct answer begins with, “God says”

II. At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,

A. because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned,

1. Most of you have heard me say this: We have brains the size of cantaloupes, and we only use about 10% of them for thinking

a. Yet somehow, we think that we can figure out God

b. “Yeah, I know everything I need to know about God. The rest is for theologians.”

c. As if, since we only use 10% of our brains, we need only worry about 10% of the Bible

d. If you were making a recipe, would you only use some of the ingredients?

2. Yet we don’t even get the simplest parts

a. We ignore the exhortations to avoid sin, doing our own thing instead

b. When we sin, we make excuses instead of confessing our sin to God

c. When we confess our sin, we still feel guilty and can’t forgive ourselves what God has already forgiven

d. How wise is that?

B. and revealed them to little children.

1. The word for “Children” here is actually “Babies”

2. How can God’s truths be revealed to babies?

3. Given to them in their Baptism

4. Understanding is not necessary—just faith

5. Just as a baby has faith in his parents to care for him, so he can have faith in God through the miracle of Baptism

C. Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure.

1. Because God doesn’t choose people of status to bring His Word

2. He chooses the unlikely, the unpopular

3. He chooses those who have nothing, because they will actually appreciate His gift

III. “All things have been committed to me by my Father.

A. No one knows the Son except the Father,

1. Here, Jesus speaks of His own nature

2. He is the eternal Son of God, God and with God for eternity

3. Being God, no one can know Him as well as the Father

B. and no one knows the Father except the Son

1. Here, Jesus speaks of His relationship to the Father

2. Because Jesus is God, He knows God as no one else does

C. and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

1. But here’s the importance of that

2. The Son of God has the right to reveal God to us

3. He does so through the Word

a. Jesus Himself is the Word

b. If you want to know about God, look at Jesus

c. And He has given us His written and spoken Word

d. If you want to know about God, there’s nowhere else you need look for Him

IV. “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.

A. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart,

1. This is the great exchange

a. As Christians, your yoke is heavy

b. You are aware of your sin, and it may weigh heavy on you

c. The devil is assaulting you constantly, trying to drag you away from God

i. Trying to make you doubt

ii. Trying to get you into sin

d. Your own sinful nature rebels against the direction God has given you

2. But Jesus says, “Take My yoke.”

a. Coming from Someone Who was crucified, that doesn’t sound like much of a blessing

b. But look closer and try it on:

i. the weight of the world that He carried for you has been removed

ii. It was nailed to the cross, never to be taken up again

iii. All that remains is the joy of eternal life

c. The burden that He carried wasn’t His; it was yours

i. The weight was your sin, and He already carried it where it needed to go

ii. It needed to go to Him, to be nailed to a tree

B. and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”

1. Look for God in His Word

2. You’ll find Him there

a. You’ll find that He has carried away your sin

b. You’ll find that He’ll carry you through any trouble you might face

3. But don’t go looking for your sin

a. Jesus already took care of that for you.

V. Conclusion: Martin Luther:

Therefore let your own thoughts and feelings go, and think of the Scriptures as the loftiest and noblest of holy things, as the richest of mines, which can never be worked out, so that you may find the wisdom of God that He lays before you in such foolish and simple guise, in order that He may quench all pride. Here you will find the swaddling-clothes and the mangers in which Christ lies, and to which the angel points the shepherds. Simple and little are the swaddling-clothes, but dear is the treasure, Christ, that lies in them.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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