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Children’s Sermon

Object: How many of you like M&Ms? What colors are they?

Message: People are different colors, but inside, we’re very much alike. What color people did Jesus die for? And He died for you, too.

Hope for the Nations

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Matthew 12:18-21) “Here is my servant whom I have chosen, the one I love, in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him, and he will proclaim justice to the nations. He will not quarrel or cry out; no-one will hear his voice in the streets. A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out, till he leads justice to victory. In his name the nations will put their hope.”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Today’s text and this year’s LWML theme are all about Hope

B. Jesus is the “Hope of the Nations”

C. We often think of hope as being an uncertain thing, like “I hope it rains today.”

D. But the hope that Isaiah spoke of Jesus is a certainty, an immovable assurance of salvation

E. And this hope, this certainty, is for all nations, including you

II. "Behold My Servant Whom I chose, My beloved, in Whom My soul is well pleased; I will put My Spirit on Him, and He will proclaim justice to the nations [/Gentiles].

A. God had promised to send a Savior, way back in Genesis 3, right after Adam & Eve sinned

B. He kept reminding people of that Savior and the sacrifice He’d make for them

1. When a Ram replaced Abraham’s son, Isaac, as a sacrifice

2. When the firstborn of Egypt died that the Israelites be set free

3. When Samson gave up his life to defeat the Philistines

4. When the prophets, like this quote from Isaiah, described the coming Messiah in detail

C. And the Israelites’ responsibility was to share this hope with the world

1. But they didn’t

a. They thought they were something special, and they kept the message to themselves

b. If anyone wanted it, Israel was there—they could come get it

c. Much like many churches’ evangelism programs

d. Much like too many Christians

e. Maybe like you

2. And yet God got the message out anyway

a. And a few, all too few, held onto the hope

b. And the hope arrived: God’s Servant who is God Himself, Jesus Christ

D. And He Himself proclaimed justice to the nations

1. He included the Gentiles—non-Jews—in His Salvation

2. He included you

3. And despite your unwillingness to share your hope

4. You are here today because someone shared their hope with you

a. A parent, a godparent, a friend

b. Or maybe the efforts of a mission organization like the LWML

c. You have hope because that hope was given to you

III. He will not quarrel nor shout, nor will anyone hear His voice in the streets.

A. Jesus did not come as a conquering hero

1. At least not as a mighty warlord

2. That is saved for His second coming

B. He came instead as a gentle hero who would conquer sin with His own blood

IV. A trampled reed He will not break, and a smoking flax He will not quench, until He sends justice to victory.

A. Instead of squashing anyone who gets in His way, Jesus operates under a different principle

1. Is your faith so weak that you are afraid to share the Gospel with those who so desperately need it?

2. Jesus won’t quench your smoking wick of faith

3. Has your faith been trampled on so you’re afraid to express your faith to your peers?

4. Jesus won’t break your trampled faith

B. Instead, He sent justice to victory

1. Justice is sin being punished

2. And your sin was punished on the cross

3. Jesus was punished for your sin there

4. On the cross, justice was done on your behalf so you would receive mercy

5. And in the cross is Jesus’ victory

6. So you would have hope

V. And in His name will the nations [/Gentiles] hope.

A. Even the members of the LWML are sinners

1. But that’s why the organization was formed

2. To share the hope we have been given in Christ

3. Because their sins were forgiven on the cross

4. And because your sins were forgiven on the cross

B. And because your sins were forgiven on the cross

1. You, a Gentile, have been made God’s chosen

2. You have been given hope

3. And in Christ, you have eternal life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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