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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: If you plant a seed, what happens to it? (It grows.)

Message: God planted a seed in you—the Gospel, the good news †, and it grew into faith. Anyone know what faith is? And through that faith, because †, you get to live forever.

Only Need One Reason

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Matthew 13:1-9) That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. Such large crowds gathered round him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. Then he told them many things in parables, saying: "A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop--a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. He who has ears, let him hear."

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Think about the people you know

1. Think of the people who don’t attend church on any kind of regular basis

2. Or the people who may attend, but they seem to go because they think of it as a good work, earning them something

3. Or the people who attend, but they attend a church that teaches false teachings

B. Now imagine you could simply plant a seed in them, and they would come to a deep faith in Christ

1. Well, you can

2. Or rather, Christ can through you

3. It’s simply a matter of sharing His Word with those people—that’s the seed

4. Or bringing them to someone else who will do so, like a church service

C. Now, you may have all kinds of reasons not to tell them and plant that seed

1. A few are probably already popping up your mind

a) that’s your sinful flesh talking

b) Don’t listen

2. Given time, I’ll bet you could come up with several dozen compelling excuses to not plant that seed.

D. But there’s only one reason to plant it

1. Because Jesus planted that seed in you

2. And it grew and gave you life—eternal life

3. And Jesus wants to give that gift to those other people, too

4. That they, too, may have that gift of eternal life

II. That same day, Jesus went out of the house and spoke by the sea.

A. We all know what it is to be busy

B. And this day in Jesus’ life was very busy—the one day besides His crucifixion that we know the most about.

C. But He wasn’t too busy to plant a few more seeds.

1. Because He knew His time was short

2. He had only 3 years of ministry to get the Gospel out, to plant seeds

3. And so it is with you

4. You don’t know how many days you have left

a) Jesus could come back today

b) Or you could go to be with Him today

c) As pleasant of a thought as that may be

d) It wouldn’t help those without seeds

III. And many crowds gathered to Him, so He got into a boat to sit, and all the crowd was standing on the beach.

A. You’ve heard the hymn lyrics, “Let none hear you idly saying, ‘There is nothing I can do.’”

B. Here, one of the fishermen offered Jesus the use of his boat

1. It seems like such a paltry offering

2. But because of this gift, huge crowds were able to hear the Word of God preached

3. And through God’s Word, people were saved from hell—because someone loaned his boat out for a little while

4. So this little gift became a huge gift because of what God did with it

5. There was nothing special about this boat

6. But there sure is something special about our God

7. And consequently, there’s something special about what He’s able to do with ordinary things—and ordinary people

IV. And He spoke many things in parables, saying, "Behold, the Sower went out to sow.

A. Now notice here that Jesus says that the sower is Jesus, not us

B. We talk about sowing the seed, but it’s really Jesus sowing it through us

1. Farmers, when you plant your field, do you come in at the end of the day and say, “My machine got a lot planted today?”

2. No, you say, “I got a lot planted today.”

3. You don’t credit the machine—you take the credit

4. Likewise, we are simply the machine Jesus uses

5. He alone deserves the glory

6. Just don’t break down on Him! (
V. "And as He sowed, while some of the seed fell about the road, and the birds devoured it,

A. The birds represent the devil and his lies

B. He has devoured billions of people with his lies

1. He says, “There’s no God—you’re just a noodle in the primordial soup!”

2. He says, “Okay, fine, there’s a god, but you can’t trust the Bible to be an accurate description of Him—nobody can say who’s right or wrong.”

3. And then, he says, “Mmm…yummy birdseed—you’re mine.”

C. The proper response is, “No, I belong to Jesus Christ, the Son of God, Who bought me with His blood and made me His through Baptism. It is written!”

VI. But others fell on rocky places and had not much soil, and they immediately sprung up because they had no depth of soil.

A. This is the problem with basing your faith on your feelings

1. It’s no secret that I’m a big Star Wars fan

2. But “Search your feelings—you know it’s true,” is just ridiculous

3. Just because you feel one way or another about someone or something means nothing

4. Your feelings can be affected by all kinds of factors inside or outside your body

5. Just ask anyone who’s suffered from clinical depression how trustworthy their feelings are

B. At the same time, our feelings are a gift of God

1. Not to give us information without facts

2. But to enable us to experience those facts in a different way

3. There’s nothing wrong with feeling bad about your sin

4. There’s nothing wrong with feeling joy about your salvation in Christ

5. But if you base your salvation or your faith on your feelings, that’s really sandy ground

6. And when your world crumbles around you, you’ll find that faith based on feelings is no faith at all

7. Only faith based on the objective reality of Christ, your substitute on the cross, will keep you firmly planted

C. Because such faith stands firm no matter what

1. You can then say, “I’ve suffered immense loss, but in the resurrection, I have everything.”

2. You can then say, “I’m tired, frustrated, and worn out, but Christ is with me to carry my cross—He carried it, then they nailed Him to it.”

3. You can then say with Job, “The Lord gives and the Lord takes away—blessed be the name of the Lord.”

4. Job could say that because God enabled Him to look beyond His circumstances and say, “I know that my Redeemer lives.”

VII. "But when the sun had risen, they were scorched, and since they had no root, they withered.

A. This is the importance of sound catechesis, not just faith in Christ, but faith that Christ…

1. I’ve been told, “I have John 3:16, and that’s enough.”

2. And that is enough—if you live in a vacuum.

3. But if you live in the world, you can count on this world attacking you with all kinds of persecution

a) You’re intolerant!

b) You’re closed-minded!

c) You’re a religious nut!

d) Welcome to the 21st Century already!

4. Because the devil is the prince of this world

B. Something to think about: the world never persecutes liberal churches and liberal Christians (repeat)

1. It never has, and it never will

2. because a house divided against itself cannot stand

C. When the persecution comes, do you stand?

D. Or do you rent out your spine to the scariest threat?

VIII. "But others fell among the thorns, and the thorns came up and strangled them.

A. These are the ones who are distracted by other gods

1. Money

2. A good reputation

3. Comfort—the path of least resistance

4. Respect

B. But you can’t serve 2 masters

C. Any time you put anything ahead of God and His mission of salvation, you’re getting choked by the thorns

IX. "But others fell on good soil, and gave fruit, some a hundred, some sixty, some thirty."

A. You see, even though your world is so full of obstacles,

1. Jesus says, “Don’t be afraid—I have overcome the world”

2. When they pierced His heel on the cross, Jesus crushed Satan’s head.

3. Even your own sinful flesh and its ever-absent spine has been redeemed by the blood of Christ

B. The Sower planted a seed in your heart.

1. It’s the Word of God

2. And it produces the fruit of faith

3. Faith that lives beyond understanding

4. Faith that lives beyond your will

5. Faith created and nurtured in the Word and Sacraments

C. And through faith, you know that you have been given the gift of eternal life through Christ’s death

1. He planted His Word and watered it with the life-giving water of Holy Baptism

2. And through His gifts, you bear the fruit of faith and eternal life

3. So no matter how great your sin, God judges based on the fruit—faith

D. Fruit bears seeds to plant in others

1. Jesus gave you that fruit and those seeds

2. And no matter what rocky soil you’ve been in in the past

3. No matter how many times you’ve been in the devil’s mouth—or even acted as the devil’s mouthpiece

4. No matter how many times the thorns have distracted you from Christ

5. No matter how many excuses you’ve made

6. You are precious to God

a) So precious that He died for you and for all people

b) So precious that He has given you faith

c) So precious that, through faith, you have eternal life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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