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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: When you’re afraid, do you like to be alone?

Message: You’re never alone. Jesus is always with you. He’ll take care of you. He loves you. He loves you so much—†.

I AM with you

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: “Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but the boat was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it. During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear. But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.” “Come,” he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!” Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?” And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”” (Matt. 14:22-33, NIV)

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. BOOM! Thunder! Flashes of lightning!

1. Waves roll and crash against you!

2. Everything is out of control!

3. You try and try to regain control, but it’s no use!

4. The more you try to get things under control, the worse it gets!

5. It’s like you’re along for the ride as everything seems to be falling apart around you, and all you can see of the future is drowning!

B. Do you ever feel like that?

II. And immediately He compelled the disciples to enter into the boat and go ahead of Him to the other side until He dismissed the crowds.

A. Today’s text takes place immediately after Jesus fed the five-thousand

B. They had been so amazed that Jesus could feed so many, that they were trying to force Him to become their worldly king

1. But Jesus didn’t come to free us from political trouble

2. He came to free us from sin

C. So to protect His disciples (and keep them from getting swept up in the pending riot)

1. He put them in a boat and got them away

2. That way, He could deal with the crowd while protecting His disciples

3. And He calmed and dismissed them as only God is able

III. And having dismissed the crowds, He went up on the mountain by Himself to pray, and having become twilight, He was there alone.

A. Again, Jesus goes to “take it to the Lord in prayer”

B. Jesus was dealing with a storm of His own

1. He was proclaiming the Gospel to people that they might know God’s love

2. He came to bring love, peace, and forgiveness

3. But the people took His words totally the wrong way and tried to make Him an earthly King

4. It’s not that He was being ineffective—He’s the all-knowing God

5. Rather, that’s how deeply sin corrupts our ability to understand

C. So, knowing His disciples were safe on the waters (because He, being God, was still with them at the same time), He went to pray

1. He didn’t make prayer a last resort

2. He kept in constant communication with the Father

IV. But the boat was already many stadia from the land, tortured by the waves, for the wind was contrary.

A. Just because Jesus wasn’t physically present with them, doesn’t mean they were beyond His reach

1. He was still looking out for them

2. And He was still very capable of caring for them

B. And just because Jesus isn’t physically present with you doesn’t mean He’s not with you

1. He said, “I will be with you always.”

2. And He meant it!

3. Whether you know, whether you believe, or not,

4. Jesus is always with you

V. But in the fourth watch of the night, He came to them, walking on the sea.

A. Notice that Jesus didn’t come and rescue them right away

B. He waited until the 4th watch, which would be right before dawn

1. Remember that Jesus never promised that He would pull us out of every trouble instantaneously

2. Rather, He assured us that there would be no end to our troubles as long as we’re in this world

3. But don’t let that get you down—it’s nothing to worry about

a) He promised that your troubles—even death—would be temporary

b) He also promised to be with you through any trial

VI. But the disciples, seeing Him walking on the sea, being troubled, said, "It's a spirit!" And they cried out in fear.

A. Why did they think Jesus was a spirit (Ghost, angel, or demon) of some kind?

B. Because they didn’t understand Who Jesus is

1. You can hear their thoughts as they quickly consider what could be coming, walking on water

2. And the logical mind immediately rules out a living person

3. And all their other options were scary

C. And of course, we’re no different

1. When the storms rattle your life,

2. How often do you underestimate Jesus?

3. How often do you worry and lose sleep because you don’t recognize Jesus in your life?

4. How often are you afraid because you forget that God Himself is with you, loves you, and will provide for you?

VII. But immediately He spoke to them, saying, "Cheer up! I Am! Don't fear."

A. Jesus clarifies in this statement Who He is

1. He chose a specific phrase that is literally, "Cheer up! I Am! Don't fear."

2. “I Am” is the name of God in the Old Testament.

a) He was telling them that this is not just a guy who does tricks with fish and bread.

b) This is not just an engaging teacher

c) They were in the presence of Yahweh, the Lord, the great “I Am”

d) And with Him there with them, they need fear nothing

e) “Cheer up—God is here for you.”

B. And Jesus is still “I Am”

1. Cheer up!

2. Don’t be afraid!

3. You don’t have to see Him for Him to see you!

VIII. But Peter answered Him and said, "Lord, if it's You, command me to come to you on the water."

A. Peter, in typical bold fashion, wants reassurance

B. He believes in Jesus’ power, but you’ll see that faith can quickly fade when the storms roll around you

C. Because it’s easy to get distracted from God’s love and power on our behalf

IX. But He said, "Come!" And Peter descended from the boat and walked on the water.

A. Jesus is capable of doing what we consider impossible

B. And most of you have probably heard of an occasion where the doctor, in his professional opinion, says, “It’s a miracle!”

C. The reason is simple—nothing is impossible for God

D. So since all things are possible for Him, what do you need to fear?

E. Knowing that He is Lord of all things, what trouble could you experience that our Lord can’t take care of?

X. But seeing the wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, "Lord, save me!"

A. Suddenly, the mind takes over the spirit

1. Even while God is handling your troubles, whether through a miracle or through common means

2. It’s all suddenly unbelievable

3. Even though God is helping us, we still can’t believe it

B. Faith is the evidence of things unseen

C. And if you want begin to make sense of everything, you need to look past what your eyes can see and your mind can comprehend

D. Faith continues where knowledge stops

XI. But immediately, Jesus stretched out His hand and said to him, "Little faith, why did you doubt?"

A. Even in Christ’s presence, as He is present now through the preaching of His Word, doubt creeps in, and we again find ourselves sinking

B. But Jesus pulls us out

1. He gives faith to see His love

2. He reaches out to us through Word and Sacrament to strengthen the faith we so often turn from

XII. And when they got up into the boat, the wind relaxed. But those who were in the boat worshipped Him, saying, "Truly, You are the Son of God."

A. You see, there is no storm that Jesus can’t handle

1. Whether it be a broken relationship, poor health, whatever you face

2. Or if it’s a problem for the church as a whole

3. Or even the big global problems that affect all people everywhere

4. Jesus can calm the storm

5. And when the time is right, the wind relaxes

B. God has already calmed the greatest storm of all

1. He took care of the problem of sin

2. By being our substitute on the cross, Jesus saved us from death and hell

3. And solely by His perfect life—not anything we’ve done—God has forgiven us

4. Solely by His death on a cross that we all deserved, we are given eternal life

5. All because He truly is the Son of God

6. And because God loves you and is with you forever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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