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Hands that Protect

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Matthew 14:28-31) “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.” “Come,” he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came towards Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!” Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. In movies where a character is high in the air on a precarious ledge or bridge, you’ll usually hear the words, “Don’t look down!”

B. Why is that?

1. Because you have a much better chance of reaching your goal if you focus on the goal

2. Focusing on your current state or what’s going on around you tends to distract

3. That’s exactly what leaves Peter in need of Jesus’ “Hands that Protect”

C. The disciples were in a boat on the Sea of Galilee, and as often happened, a storm came up

1. The boat was rocking in the storm, and they wondered whether they’d survive

2. Along comes Jesus, walking on the water

3. The disciples panic, thinking it’s a ghost, unable to see Him well through the driving rain

4. But Jesus calls to them: “I AM,” He says

a. It’s an expression Jesus used a lot, which means “It’s Me”

b. But at the same time, this is God’s name, and Jesus is reminding them Who He is

II. But Peter answered Him and said, "Lord, if it's You, command me to come to you on the water."

A. Seeing Jesus, Peter had strong faith, ready to do the impossible

B. In the face of Jesus, impossible things truly become possible

C. And we can have faith that God can accomplish the impossible in your life, no matter how impossible it may seem

III. But He said, "Come!" And Peter descended from the boat and walked on the water.

A. Okay, what’s troubling you?

1. What burdens do you carry that just seem impossible to solve?

2. What do you spend your time worrying about?

B. Jesus can cause a man to walk on water

1. How do your needs compare to that?

2. So often, life seems to get out of control, with no rescue in sight

3. But faith looks to Jesus, the creator of the universe

4. Can Someone with control over every atom in the universe take command of your problems?

5. If God can’t handle your problems, you’re thinking of the wrong god

IV. But seeing the wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, "Lord, save me!"

A. Do you ever wonder what Peter was thinking, here?

1. Obviously, if Jesus had the power to get him walking on the water, He could get Peter the rest of the way

2. But Peter was distracted by the storm around him

3. And he forgot Who was taking care of him

B. But are you any better?

1. You’ve gotten this far by God’s grace

2. He’s taken care of your problems and is in the process with the rest

3. The worst things to befall you will only remind you how much God is in control

4. But it’s easy to get distracted

a. The storms distract you

b. And you forget Whose hand you’re in

5. Yet what is the single biggest problem you could ever face?

a. Your own sin and the resulting separation from God

b. Yet He took care of that problem before you were even born!

c. He sent Jesus to have His protecting hands pierced through to pay for your sin

d. And He has promised you eternal life

e. What problem could possibly obscure eternal life?

f. Nothing even comes close!

g. And because of Jesus, eternal life is a guarantee! Nothing even to worry about!

V. But immediately, Jesus stretched out His hand and said to him, "Little faith, why did you doubt?"

A. When the storms are blowing at you and you feel like you’re going to drown, He is there

B. When you doubt His ability to take care of you, He is still there

C. And when you find yourself over your head in sin, trouble, and pain, He has already been there for you

D. Don’t look down. Just keep your eyes on Jesus, the author and perfector of our faith

E. Because His nail-scarred hands have the assurance of God’s protection forever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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