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Children’s Sermon

Object: How much does it cost: a cheeseburger. A loaf of bread. A car. A house. A person

Message: Jesus bought you on the cross so you are His forever.

Title

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Matthew 16:21-26, NIV) From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to you!” Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling-block to me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.” Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it. What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. One of the earliest Christian fathers whose writings have been preserved is Clement of Alexandria

B. Related to this text, he says that the true Christian reckons that which benefits his neighbor his own salvation.

1. To understand what he meant, we need to look at Whom He was all about

2. Clement was a Christian bishop, and his focus was on Christ

3. Jesus gives us a prime example of seeking that which benefits your neighbor

II. From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem

A. and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law,

1. So often, we’ve heard the story of Jesus’ death & resurrection

2. But consider what He was doing

a. For a bunch of people who are completely ungrateful

b. He focused His entire life on helping others

c. He knew full well that all it would bring him was mocking and his own murder from those who should be His strongest supporters

d. But He didn’t let that stop Him

3. How does your life compare?

a. How much time do you spend on yourself compared with helping others?

b. And how willing are you to do the ultimate help even for your friends (not even talking about your enemies): giving them the key to eternal life: the Gospel?

c. Have you told them about Jesus?

d. If not, what kind of friend are you?
e. 87% of the people in our community will go to hell if nobody tells them about Jesus and how He has saved us from hell

f. What have you done about that?

g. Tomorrow’s Labor Day

h. How hard have you labored for Christ?

i. How many days have you already taken off from that job?

B. and that he must be killed

1. When Jesus was teaching His disciples, He made it very clear why He’d come

a. He wasn’t there to be a “Bread King”: to provide for earthly needs

b. He wasn’t just a healer or a teacher

2. His specific purpose in coming was to die

a. Because He didn’t come to make us happy

b. He didn’t come to make us comfortable

c. He came to give us life
C. and on the third day be raised to life.

1. There’s the culmination!

2. His message to His disciples (including us) is not one of defeat

3. His death ends in resurrection

4. That’s what He gives freely to you!

III. Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.

A. “Never, Lord!” he said.

1. Peter didn’t understand

2. He decided to give Jesus a pep talk

3. Death didn’t fit into Peter’s plans for God

4. But that was God’s plan for Peter (i.e. on Peter’s behalf)

B. “This shall never happen to you!”

1. Peter was trying to defend Jesus

2. Saying, “Not while I’m around they won’t do that to you!”

3. Of course, Peter would end up denying Jesus

4. Same way we do every time we pass up an opportunity to share the Gospel with someone, as if we don’t know Who Jesus is

IV. Jesus turned and said to Peter,

A. “Get behind me, Satan!

1. Wow, harsh words from Jesus!

2. But consider what’s going on here

a. He was explaining to them that the entire purpose of His coming

b. That it was all culminating

c. And how difficult it’d be

d. Instead of supporting Him, Peter tries to talk Him out of it!

e. Now wouldn’t Satan just love that!

B. You are a stumbling-block to me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.”

1. All to common, isn’t it?

2. What are your priorities?

3. What gets your time and energy and resources?

4. Where is God on that list?

C. Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.

1. Jesus isn’t one to sugar-coat this

a. He was looking at the cross in His immediate future

b. And the same is true of Christians: we can look forward to suffering for others’ sake

c. What are your excuses for not sharing the Gospel & supporting the ministry of the Word?

d. Why are you unwilling to deny yourself?

e. What is it that you’re holding onto so tightly that you can’t set it aside and pick up your cross?

2. As well, there are times when the cross is dropped on you

a. Suffering comes into your life

i. Do you choose to carry that cross, understanding that God will use it to bring salvation?

ii. Or do you run away?

b. Jesus didn’t run away from His cross

i. He gladly bore it for you

ii. Even with all your unwillingness

iii. He took the cross you deserve and instead gave you life

3. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it,

a. Are you so focused on your life that it’s your top priority?

b. If so, what’s going to happen when you lose it?

c. And what’s going to happen to your neighbor who never really knew Jesus when he loses his life, and you didn’t give of yours to show him, as Jesus said:

4. but whoever loses his life for me will find it.

a. This isn’t a Kamikaze “Kill yourself for God and go directly to heaven.”

b. Giving up your life means letting go of the steering wheel and getting into the passenger seat

i. Let God do the driving

ii. And trust His leading

c. Because although He’ll lead you to a cross and a tomb

i. You’ll find that the tomb is empty

ii. And that empty tomb is not only Jesus’

iii. It’s yours as well, because that’s what Jesus earned for you on the cross: your tomb, empty

D. What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul?

1. What do you work hardest on?

a. What will happen to it after you’re gone?

b. Most things we do in this life are of little eternal value

2. But what did Jesus do?

a. He forfeited His life, His soul, for you

b. So He could gain you

c. So you are His forever

d. Because to Him, all people, including you, have eternal value

E. Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?

1. Nothing

2. We can’t buy our souls—nothing we have is enough to pay the price

a. No money

b. No good works

c. No sincerity

3. But that’s okay

a. Because Jesus already bought them for us

b. He paid for your life

c. And He intends to keep you—so you may have eternal life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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