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Another Ticket  Sermon


Another Ticket
“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a certain king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. “And when he had begun to settle [them,] there was brought to him one who owed him ten thousand talents. “But since he did not have [the means] to repay, his lord commanded him to be sold, along with his wife and children and all that he had, and repayment to be made. “The slave therefore falling down, prostrated himself before him, saying, 'Have patience with me, and I will repay you everything.' “And the lord of that slave felt compassion and released him and forgave him the debt. “But that slave went out and found one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and he seized him and [began] to choke [him,] saying, 'Pay back what you owe.' “So his fellow slave fell down and [began] to entreat him, saying, 'Have patience with me and I will repay you.' “He was unwilling however, but went and threw him in prison until he should pay back what was owed. “So when his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were deeply grieved and came and reported to their lord all that had happened. “Then summoning him, his lord said to him, 'You wicked slave, I forgave you all that debt because you entreated me. 'Should you not also have had mercy on your fellow slave, even as I had mercy on you?' “And his lord, moved with anger, handed him over to the torturers until he should repay all that was owed him. “So shall My heavenly Father also do to you, if each of you does not forgive his brother from your heart.” (Matthew 18:23-35, NASB).

Introduction


Cosimo de Medici, the leader of the city of Florence, Italy in the middle Fifteenth Century, once jokingly said, “We read that we ought to forgive our enemies; but we do not read that we ought to forgive our friends.”  However, de Medici did not know his Bible well, and he had apparently forgotten the question Peter asked Jesus in the verses immediately preceding this parable.  “Then Peter came and said to Him, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?" Jesus said to him, ‘I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.’ (Matthew 18:21-22, NASB).”  Forgiveness was an important theme in Jesus’ ministry.  In fact, Jesus’ whole purpose for coming can be summed up in the concept of forgiveness, with all it entails.  So, why was forgiveness such a great concern for Jesus?

I.  We owe God.


First, it’s important to understand our debt to God.  Like the slave in the parable, we owe God more than we could ever begin to pay.  The ten thousand talents today would equal roughly $2.4 billion.  Imagine owing that kind of money on a mortgage.  The bank calls you up and says, “The full amount of your mortgage on Afghanistan is due.”  You say, “Please, I’ll pay it!  Be patient!”  Now imagine them saying, “Don’t worry about it.  I’ll just mark your account paid in full.”  Normally, we’d be thankful for just an extension, but God knows everything, and he knew we were absolutely unable to pay anything toward our debt.  We didn’t even have the correct currency!  Trying to pay off our sin would be like trying to buy something with a Confederate dollar from the Civil War.  That money is useless, and so is any attempt to be “good enough” to get into heaven!

We sin all the time.


How did our debt get so big?  Imagine getting a ticket like a speeding ticket for every sin we ever committed.  As a baby, we were selfish and did not care about anyone else except ourselves.  You might say, “Yeah, but we didn’t know any better,” but that’s just proof of sin.  God wrote his Law on our hearts.  Only sin could veil that.  As children, how many times were we punished?  How often did we sin and avoid punishment, either by not confessing our sin or by lying, another sin?  How often did we think evil, hurtful thoughts?  How often, again, did we put ourselves first?  As teenagers and adults, how many times do we entertain sinful thoughts?  How many times do we see opportunities to help others or share the Gospel with others, and avoid the chance for fear of inconvenience?  How often do we get angry at the other drivers on the road who cut us off and what kinds of names do we call them?  Are our descriptions of them descriptions of God’s children?  When someone calls us at 3 a.m., how do we feel about that person?  Do we love that person as ourselves?  Think of all the other sins, and think of all the tickets.


Now, look closer at each ticket.  Each one demands death, the eternal separation from God’s love and grace, so after we burn for eternity, we can start on ticket number two.  Imagine how long it would take to pay off our debt: millions of eternities.  Truly, by ourselves, we are in trouble.

We need salvation.


So what do we do about such an enormous debt?  How do we pay for an infinitely expensive U.S. Savings Bond with Rubles?  We can’t.  By ourselves, we have no hope.  No matter how hard we work, the fact remains that we have failed, and our perfect holy God cannot abide with sin or sinners.  So, what do we do?  Are we lost forever?  Do we have any hope?

II.  God forgives us our trespasses.

Forgiveness is free for us.


Somehow, the King forgives the slave.  How is that possible?  What about the deficit this unpaid debt will create?  Is it spread out over the nation so that all the king’s subjects foot the bill?  What, then, when every subject owes an equally large sum?  Someone has to pay, and the accumulation of the debt rises infinitely high, but who even has the right currency to pay the debt, much less enough of it?  Sin automatically removes everyone who ever lived…or does it? 

Forgiveness had infinite cost to Jesus.


By the most amazing act of grace ever performed in the history of the universe, our king found a way to pay that enormous debt.  He sent his only Son to pay for it with his own blood.  But could even the Son of God pay such a high price?  We all deserve eternal damnation, forever separated from the love of God.  How could even the Son of God pay such a debt, multiplied by everyone who ever lived?  Such a question forgets that with God, all things are possible.  God thinks in ways we could never begin to understand, and with wisdom that is so wise, it appears to be the ultimate foolishness to us.  God found a way for us to be saved, for us to have eternal life, and that was accomplished by bringing death to the eternal Son of God.  He who is eternal and infinite took the infinite suffering of finite humans upon himself.  He took that suffering with him to the cross, and for us, he died.  For us, to pay our debt, he felt the rejection of his Father.  He saw his Father turn his back on him, withholding his infinite grace, even though, for the first time in history, he had actually done what all others had failed.  He had lived a perfect life in complete obedience to God.  Finally, someone was worthy to come into the presence of the living God, and what does God do?  He turns his grace away, the grace he had offered to those who did not deserve it.  Is our God insane?!  No, God is more sane than anyone has ever been or will be.  His judgments are merciful and just; we are the fools who cannot see. 


God knew that we needed help, and he knew that we had nothing within us to accomplish that, so he had to look elsewhere, so he looked to his Son.  He looked to the Son with whom he could trust the destiny of the souls of all humanity.  He looked to the Son who he knew would willingly and obediently humble himself and even die the death of a thief on a cross.  He sent his Son, the Lord of Glory, to die in our place, to be abandoned by God in our place, to be damned in our place, and that day, while Jesus hung there, Jesus experienced hell, yet infinitely more extreme than even we would be able.  Imagine being with the Father for eternity, then, relatively suddenly, your Father turns his back on you and commands your death.  Imagine the Father as he stood by and watched his only Son die.  Such is the strange, wonderful love of our God.  When we were lost, having sinned against him repeatedly, he offered to us a means of restoration, and we need do nothing!

III.  We ought to respond in faith to Jesus’ model.


Jesus made such an awesome sacrifice for us, even though we had only done the opposite of earning it.  He paid our debt for us, but how do we respond?  When our brother sins against us as we keep sinning against God, do we respond in love with a message of forgiveness and reconciliation as Jesus did?  Do we pray, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do,” as Jesus did?  Do we take the opportunity to share the Gospel of reconciliation with our brother?  God has even given us the gift of the Holy Spirit to guide us, yet we still fail.


Compare the debts.  Remember the 2.4 billion?  In the parable, the fellow servant owed somewhere around four thousand dollars — quite different from the debt to the king.  Likewise, consider our debt to God and his payment, remembering that any sin against our neighbor also is a sin against God.  Total them up, and you’ll find that ours outweigh our brothers’ sins against us.  If Jesus can forgive us for all those sins, can we forgive the one of our neighbor?  What about seventy times seven?  It seems so minuscule when compared to God’s grace.

Others’ sins against us are equivalent to our own.


When others sin against us, we cannot complain too loudly, since we sin against others persistently.  Our sins are just as great as their own.

Our sins against God are infinitely greater than his against us.


However, consider our sins against God when compared to his sin against us!  Surprised?  You should be!  God has never sinned against us.  He has given us all we need and more, and all he does for us is to our benefit, guaranteed!

Jesus died to gain forgiveness for our neighbor.


Next time you find it difficult to forgive, remember that, through Christ, you have been forgiven, and so is the person with whom you struggle.  Jesus died for our friends and our enemies.  He loves them.  How can you not love someone whom God himself loves and for whom Jesus gave his life.

Forgiveness is a great witness to the world.


I know of a boy named REV who decided to take an opportunity to greet a new boy to the neighborhood.  REV approached the boy and punched him as hard as he could in the belly.  The new boy, wincing in pain, calmly said to REV, “I’ll pray for you.”  What a strange reaction!  REV didn’t know what to do.  He was a “good Christian boy,” and he found himself unable to hate or hit anyone who would respond to him with prayer for his welfare.  The two became friends, and are friends to this day, and REV became an excellent LC-MS pastor.  Responding with forgiveness instead of sin: what a difference it can make.

Conclusion

Next time someone cuts you off in traffic or gets into the “10 Items or Less” line on front of you with eleven or twelve, remember the sins that put Christ on the cross for you and for me.  Remember the price he paid for both you and your temporary adversary.  Remember always that a child of God stands before you and needs to hear the message of reconciliation.  Amen.
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