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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Do your parents ever tell you to do something you don’t want to do? Sometimes, God tells us something we might not like, either.

Message: Joseph, Mary’s husband, was told by an angel that he had to move to another country in the middle of the night. He didn’t understand, but God took care of him. God takes care of you, too. †

Quem Queri Tus?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Matthew 2:13-15) When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.” So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.”
(Matthew 2:19-23) After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who were trying to take the child’s life are dead.” So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district of Galilee, and he went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said through the prophets: “He will be called a Nazarene.”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. In the Middle Ages, theatre acting was outlawed for a while because of the immorality associated with it (Things don’t change much!)

B. It was eventually brought back in the form of what would today be called “Chancel Drama”

C. On an Easter morning in a Roman Catholic church, some priests reenacted the Resurrection story, which began with the angel speaking to the women the Latin phrase, “Quem queri tus,” or, “Whom do you seek?”

D. In today’s text, someone else was seeking Jesus, not because He was thought dead, but to try to make Him dead

II. But when they had gone, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared via a dream to Joseph saying, "Rise and take the Child and His mother and escape to Egypt and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is going to seek the Child to destroy Him."

A. Jesus had to go because He was not welcome in His homeland

1. Herod the Great, as he would be known by historians, was great because he murdered anyone who approached his greatness, including much of his own family

2. He would not let anyone challenge his authority, and like a big bully, He would even kill babies if, in his twisted mind, he considered them a threat

3. So even though Jesus’ Kingdom is not of this world, and He would later say, “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s,”

4. The King of kings Who came as our Savior had to be saved from a king

5. And so, already lowered to the status of a human baby, God the Son is further humiliated by exile from His homeland

B. How often is this the case for you, where He has made your heart His home?

1. In your Christmas gatherings, do you speak at all, even with your fellow Christians in your family, of the Savior Whose birth we celebrate?

2. How many of your daily activities, habits, and desires exile Jesus from your life as you turn away from Him to embrace your sin?

III. And he arose and took the Child and His mother by night and departed to Egypt.

A. If you look for Jesus as a target of attack, you won’t find Him

B. Certainly, He has fallen under attack

1. Time and Newsweek have both suggested that many of the events surrounding His life are fictional

2. His resurrection was doubted even by some eyewitnesses

3. And the cover-up began the same day

C. But those attackers won’t find the real child of Bethlehem

1. To suggest that any part of the Bible is false pits your research against the overwhelming abundance of evidence of the Bible’s accuracy

2. It also pits your research against that of the ultimate historian, God the Holy Spirit

3. Whatever Jesus you find that doesn’t exactly correspond to the Biblical record is not the true, historic, and present-day Jesus

4. So like Herod, they may discover those with a certain resemblance to Him, but no one will find the real Jesus outside of the Bible

IV. And he remained there until the death of Herod to fulfill what was spoken of by the Lord through the prophet, saying, "Out of Egypt I have called My Son."

A. These words were originally spoken of the nation of Israel: God’s chosen people

B. But Jesus Christ is the embodiment of what Israel is: God’s chosen

1. He went into exile for us

2. And because of His exile, we need never fear exile from God or from our homeland, heaven

V. But at Herod's dying, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared via a dream to Joseph in Egypt,

A. Herod’s fatal mistake was that he sought Jesus’ death

1. And while it’s true that we have salvation in Jesus’ death

2. He was pushing God’s hand—the time wasn’t yet right

3. And what Herod sought at Jesus’ death wasn’t salvation from sin, but an attempted coup to assassinate the Lord of life

B. But Jesus isn’t a rival to anyone

1. He is in a class all His own, shared only with the other Persons of the Trinity, God the Father and the Holy Spirit

C. And what we really find in Jesus is not death, but life

1. His birth signaled new birth for all of us

2. Out of the death of sin into eternal life

VI. saying, "Rise and take the Child and His mother and depart to the land of Israel, for those seeking the life of the Child are dead." So he rose and took the Child and His mother and entered the land of Israel.

A. At this point, Joseph had no idea where he would go, but he trusted God to lead him

1. In the traditions of Abraham and Moses

2. He knew the Lord was with him (In fact, the Lord was with him as a toddler!)

B. Would that we were so quick to follow God’s lead without knowing all the details in advance

1. Would that we had the faith of Joseph to embark on projects without assurance how they’ll turn out

2. Would that we had the faith of Joseph to know that all that matters is that our Lord is with us, and that we can trust His guidance

VII. But when he heard the Archelaus was reigning in the place of his father, Herod, he was afraid to go there. But being warned via a dream, he departed for the region of Galilee.

A. Sometimes, God will lead you into dangerous spots, or seemingly dangerous

B. Today, the festival of St. Stephen, we remember that even death is not really dangerous

1. Because when God is with you, you have the assurance of eternal life

2. Stephen willingly faced death rather than abandon Christ

3. And through Stephen’s faith, God did not abandon him

4. And so it was with Joseph and  Mary

VIII. And coming, he settled in Nazareth that it might be fulfilled what was spoken through the prophets, that "He will be called a Nazarene."

A. You won’t find “He will be called a Nazarene” anywhere in the Old Testament

B. But the word means “Branch,” or “Twig”, something insignificant that sprouts from something big

1. Jesus seemed insignificant—a little baby in a rural town

2. But even King Herod recognized that He was significant, although he misunderstood why He was significant

3. But this “Rod of Jesse’s stem” was the most significant person who ever lived

C. And the importance is why He is so significant

1. Because Jesus came not to frustrate King Herod, but to give forgiveness of sins

2. He holds up the weak with the promise of eternal life through His death on the cross

3. He gives courage with the assurance of victory through the empty tomb

4. And He assures you that He knows your struggles through His own flesh

D. Herod sought Jesus with ill intent

E. But Jesus has found you

1. He forgave your sins on the cross

2. He washed those sins away in Holy Baptism

3. He gives you the same body and blood that was wrapped in swaddling cloths and laid in a manger for your salvation

4. And one day, He will come again, and this time to take you to His holy city to reign forever with the crown of life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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