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Children’s Sermon

Object: Who is Jesus? How do you know?

Message: Who gave us the Bible? What does the Bible tell you about Him? Today is Epiphany: the day we celebrate God showing us Jesus.

Mystery

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Matthew 2:1-12, NIV) After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.” When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be born. “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.’” Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshipped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Today, we celebrate the Epiphany

1. In the early church, this was the major feast

2. Second only to Good Friday/Easter

B. Birth of Christ is a wonderful thing

1. He didn’t just come for Jews, as was the common belief before He came

2. He came for Gentiles (us) as well

3. This was shown by the appearance of the Magi

a. Wise men (not kings) from the East

b. Don’t know how many, but that is the first of the mysteries we’ll see today

II. wise men from the east came to Jerusalem,

A. saying, “Where is he who is born King of the Jews?

1. First mystery: Why did the Wise Men go to Jerusalem looking for the Christ?

2. Jerusalem was the capital

3. The king’s palace would be the appropriate place to find the promised king

B. For we saw his star in the east,

1. Normally, a star would not appear in the sky to announce the birth of a king

2. This was no ordinary king

3. This was the promised Messiah, and God was announcing His birth

C. and have come to worship him.”

1. Next mystery: Who is this king that a number of men would go on a dangerous journey to worship Him?

2. Not normal practice to worship every king that was born

3. You’ll note that they didn’t worship King Herod

III. When Herod the king heard it,

A. he was troubled,

1. Another mystery: Why was Herod, a Jew, so upset that God had kept His promise to send a Messiah?

2. Herod thought that the Christ had come to take Herod’s throne

a. So consumed with self-protection, he tried to kill his own Savior.

b. We can identify with that

i. When you get into trouble, what’s your first reaction?

ii. Usually, we get defensive: trying to protect ourselves

iii. Rarely is our first reaction to turn to Christ to save us from the trouble our sin has brought on us

iv. Instead of resting in Christ, we, like Herod, are troubled

B. and all Jerusalem with him.

1. Herod was a maniac

2. He killed most of his family to make sure they wouldn’t get him first and take his throne

3. Jerusalem was troubled when Herod was troubled

4. Mystery: Why did the Magi know, but Jerusalem didn’t?

a. If they’d known, they wouldn’t need to be troubled

b. They’d know that, if God was watching out for them, they need not be troubled

c. Instead, just like us, they were worried instead of rejoicing

C. Then Herod secretly called the wise men,

1. and learned from them exactly what time the star appeared.

a. Mystery: why didn’t Herod see the star when it was over Bethlehem, but the Magi saw it far off?

b. Therein lies the key to all these mysteries

i. How do we know the Christ?

1. Man of the house is a carpenter

2. He was born in a stable

3. Conceived before his mother was married

4. Living in a little town far from any major cities or highways

5. Sound like the King of the Jews?

6. Not to us

ii. We know Him because God has revealed Him to us

1. We’ve been told that this is the Christ

2. God showed this to them as well

3. Catechism: 3rd article: I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Christ or come to Him, but He has called me by the Gospel

4. That’s how they knew & that’s how we know Who He is

2. He sent them to Bethlehem, and said, “Go and search diligently for the young child. When you have found him, bring me word, so that I also may come and worship him.”

a. Herod wanted to send them off as his unwitting spies

b. If indeed the Messiah was born, Herod wanted to know whom to kill

IV. They, having heard the king, went their way;

A. and behold, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, until it came and stood over where the young child was.

1. Next mystery: what kind of star leads people to a particular house?

a. This was no ordinary star

b. Lots of theories what it was:

i. Conjunction of Venus and some other planets & stars

ii. A comet

iii. Even an angel

c. Regardless, God used some unconventional means to bring people to Christ

i. Like He does every day

ii. Saving souls with paper and ink, sound waves, water, bread, and wine

B. When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy.

1. It was true

2. Their quest was not in vain

3. When a star stops over a particular house, that’s a good sign

4. In this case, the light of the star revealed the Savior of the Nations

a. They rejoiced because the promise had been kept

b. They rejoiced because God had sent a Savior

c. They rejoiced because their sins were as good as forgiven

i. If God kept His promise to send His Son

ii. He’d surely keep His promise that this Son would die to forgive their sins

iii. That’s why God revealed this Savior to these foreigners

iv. Because HE came for you, too

V. They came into the house and saw the young child with Mary, his mother,

A. and they fell down and worshipped him.

1. This little toddler is God in the flesh

2. They knew this and treated Him as such

B. Opening their treasures, they offered to him gifts:

1. gold,

a. Gift for a king

b. Jesus is the king of kings

2. frankincense,

a. Gift for a priest

b. Priest is a mediary between God & man

c. That’s exactly why Jesus came: to be our advocate

3. and myrrh.

a. Myrrh is a spice used in burial

b. They knew that the Christ was coming to die

c. He served as mediary by becoming our sin on the cross

d. By His death, God has forgiven all your sin

VI. It’s not a mystery

A. God has revealed the answer to us

B. The Savior has come

C. He has come for all

D. To reveal in Himself God’s love

1. Love that gives up everything that we may live forever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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