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Children’s Sermon

Object: What do moms & dads do? As a mom/dad, what’s their job?

Message: What’s Jesus’ job?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Matthew 20:17-28, NIV) Now as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside and said to them, “We are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and the teachers of the law. They will condemn him to death and will turn him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified. On the third day he will be raised to life!” Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, asked a favor of him. “What is it you want?” he asked. She said, “Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at your left in your kingdom.” “You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said to them. “Can you drink the cup I am going to drink?” “We can,” they answered. Jesus said to them, “You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared by my Father.” When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers. Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave-- just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. On January 20, 1961 in his inaugural address, John F. Kennedy uttered the famous words, “Ask not what your country can do for you; ask what you can do for your country.”

B. In today’s text, Jesus speaks a similar sentiment, but of a completely different kingdom

II. Now as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside and said to them,

A. “We are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and the teachers of the law. They will condemn him to death and will turn him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified.

1. The disciples didn’t understand what He was saying

a. They thought Jesus had come to be a conquering king

b. They expected that any time, He’d restore Israel & create a utopia, heaven on earth

c. Some Christians, like the millenialists who espouse the “Left Behind” books, still expect an earthly kingdom

2. But Jesus didn’t come to rule

a. He came to be beaten

b. He came to be scourged (whip w/ pieces of bone or metal woven in)

c. He came to be crucified: executed as a criminal

i. What a king

ii. His crown was thorns that caused sweat & blood to run into His eyes

iii. His throne was a cross, an instrument of torture & death

B. On the third day he will be raised to life!”

1. Even after the first part of this prediction came true, the disciples didn’t get it

2. The Romans did—they set up guards to keep Him in the grave

3. But the disciples couldn’t make sense of this

a. His words seemed impossible—how could anyone be raised from the dead?

i. But they’d seen Him raise the dead before

ii. He’d demonstrated that He’s more powerful than even death

iii. But the prophets had raised the dead

iv. And they didn’t raise themselves

b. So His words fell on deaf ears

i. Maybe they ignored Him like we ignore Him

1. He says, “Come to me all you who are weak & heavy laden, & I will give you rest,”

2. But we allow stress and worry to upset us

3. He says, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength,”

4. But we say, “Do I have to go to church? How much to I have to give? Well, yeah, but…”

ii. Or maybe they tried to reinterpret His words like we do

1. He didn’t actually mean physically rise from the dead

2. Or as we say, “The Bible doesn’t apply to this situation.”

3. Or “Abortion is a political issue.”

4. Or “God’s not going to send me to hell for this one thing, is He?”

5. Or “Well, I don’t have a choice—I’m stuck in this situation.”

iii. We ignore or change His words because our sinful eyes can’t see past right here, right now

1. We’re more concerned about the next week, or the next year, or the next ten years

2. And we forget—or ignore—that Jesus could come back today

3. And since we’ve never been to heaven, and we can’t see our souls, we ignore and neglect them both

III. Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, asked a favor of him.

A. “What is it you want?” he asked.

1. Jesus knew what she wanted

2. It was time for a “ministry moment”

B. She said, “Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at your left in your kingdom.”

1. Keep in mind what Jesus had just said

2. He’d just reminded them that His kingdom was about suffering

3. And along comes Mrs. Zebedee with her sons in tow asking for special honors, a prominent place in this kingdom

a. In Bible Class, we’ve been discussing the “Theology of the Cross”

b. That the Christian life is not all “Glory Halleluia”

c. But it’s a life of suffering and trouble and persecution

d. James, John, and their mother were firmly grounded at this point in the Theology of Glory

IV. “You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said to them.

A. “Can you drink the cup I am going to drink?”

1. Jesus was talking about the cup of suffering that He’d soon endure

2. Whereas we take one shot and are gasping for air, when it comes to the cup of suffering, Jesus can drink us under the table (And He did)

B. “We can,” they answered.

1. We call this pride

2. Or overconfidence

3. The idea that we can endure this stuff on our own

4. Which is what leads to all our trouble and stress

C. Jesus said to them, “You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared by my Father.”

1. All of the disciples did indeed drink that cup

a. In fact, James was the first

b. John died of old age, but he suffered imprisonment and all sorts of other abuses

2. But Jesus also mentions the key to the Theology of the Cross

a. You suffer in this world

b. Some of you suffer horribly

c. But this suffering is temporary

i. Your suffering doesn’t earn anything for you

ii. But it’s only temporary

1. For some, you’ve suffered many years with cancer, injuries, or what-have-you

2. But 30, 40, 50 or more years of suffering is nothing compared to the glory that awaits you

3. Because the Father has chosen you, given you faith, and will preserve you until that day

iii. So you can complain, blaming God for our awful lot in life,

iv. Ignoring the immense blessings He’s given you

v. Or you can get down to the business of ministry: service

V. When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers.

A. They wanted the position of honor!

B. Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them.

1. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave-- 

a. Here’s how God’s kingdom differs from the World

b. How does the leadership operate?

i. In government, work, and other places, the leadership hands out orders

ii. But that’s not how it is with the church

1. The leadership are servants to the rest

2. “Minister” means “servant”

3. By serving others, we’re serving God

4. The most honor goes to the one who puts everyone else first (Is that why Lutherans all sit in the back of church?)

2. just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve,

a. Here, there’s a sense of example

i. Jesus showed us how to be servants

ii. But that’s not His main point

iii. He’s bringing the conversation back around to His original point

b. Because ultimately, Jesus is not about “Here’s what you should do”

i. He’s bringing the “What Would Jesus Do?” around to the main point

ii. What did Jesus do? Gave His life for you.

3. and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

a. Ransom: payment

b. Jesus, the ultimate servant, sacrificed His life for you

c. He paid the price for Your sins

d. Jesus on the cross: that’s what Jesus’ kingdom is all about

e. Suffering, death, and what gives it all meaning: Resurrection! In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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