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Children’s Sermon

Object: Do your parents love you? How did you earn it? What did you do to get them to love you?

Message: Does God love you…?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Matthew 20:1-16, NIV) “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire men to work in his vineyard. He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard. “About the third hour he went out and saw others standing in the market-place doing nothing. He told them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. “He went out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour and did the same thing. About the eleventh hour he went out and found still others standing around. He asked them, ‘Why have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?’ “‘Because no-one has hired us,’ they answered. “He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’ “When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.’ “The workers who were hired about the eleventh hour came and each received a denarius. So when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. But each one of them also received a denarius. When they received it, they began to grumble against the landowner. ‘These men who were hired last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.’ “But he answered one of them, ‘Friend, I am not being unfair to you. Didn’t you agree to work for a denarius? Take your pay and go. I want to give the man who was hired last the same as I gave you. Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. So, are you getting sick of the mud-slinging campaign ads yet?

B. One thing I’ve noticed about the content of every ad I’ve seen

C. They’re all about money: “What’s in it for me, as an Iowa voter?”

D. And they do those ads for a reason: because they know that’s what people want to hear

E. Because people vote with their wallets

1. What’s going to help me as an Iowa farmer?

2. What’s going to help me as a senior citizen drawing social security?

F. Jesus has something to say about the “What’s in it for me?” mentality in today’s Gospel lesson

II. “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire men to work in his vineyard.

A. He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard.

1. A denarius was a standard wage, the daily wage of laborers & Roman soldiers

2. But this being a parable, it’s more than a story about a vineyard owner

3. The vineyard owner is like God, who has things that need doing in His vineyard: the church: the place where His fruit is produced

4. And we are those whom He has called to work in His vineyard

a. The symbolism stops there

b. We need to be careful not to allegorize parables

c. It’s important to find the main point and leave it at that

d. Otherwise, with this parable, you’d have us working for our reward

e. Clearly, such an idea is not Scriptural, so it’s important to reject that method of interpretation

5. But our pay is so much more than a day’s wage

a. Our pay is nothing less than eternal life

b. Given to us freely

c. But we go into the vineyard of the church with the promise of God’s payment in mind

B. “About the third hour he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace doing nothing. He told them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’

1. The 3rd hour refers to about 9 A.M.: 12-hour days from 6 to 6

2. When God calls us to Him, He doesn’t do so just once

3. He repeatedly calls and gathers people, sending pastors, missionaries, and Christian laity just like you to call others to God’s vineyard

C. So they went.

1. That’s the effect of God’s call

2. Sometimes, it seems pointless to invite people to church

3. Why tell my friend about Jesus? He won’t believe it, anyway.

4. But that’s the amazing power of God’s Word: He calls to people, and they go.

D. “He went out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour and did the same thing.

1. Here, we see the emphasis on God’s constant calling

2. He pursues sinners

3. He puts people in your lives so they may hear the Gospel through you and be saved!

4. God doesn’t give up on people

E. About the eleventh hour he went out and found still others standing around.

1. He asked them, ‘Why have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?’

a. Note: God holds people accountable to Him regardless of whether they’ve heard the Gospel

b. If no one told them how to be saved, they’re still accountable for their sins

c. And they will not receive the reward of eternal life, but eternal damnation instead

2. “‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered.

a. That’s why it’s so important for you to share Christ with the people in your lives

b. When you get to heaven, you will be shocked at who’s not there

c. I assure you that even if your friends all go to church every Sunday, that not all of them are necessarily going to be in heaven

d. Some still don’t understand why they’re going: they’re going, hoping God’s taking attendance, and that heaven is a church attendance award, like a Sunday School pin

3. “He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’

a. And how does God call those people?

b. Through you

III. “When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.’

A. Notice who’s doing the paying

1. God’s “foreman” is Jesus

2. It’s because of what He gave up for you—His life—on the cross that we are paid

3. Because He paid so you would get the reward of eternal life

B. “The workers who were hired about the eleventh hour came and each received a denarius.

1. God does not differentiate

2. He doesn’t reward you based on how long you’ve worked for the kingdom

a. Some people think that, if they fast and do enough good works, that God will answer their prayers more readily

b. But there’s a reason we pray in Jesus’ name

c. Because we have no worthiness in ourselves to be heard by God

d. He only hears and blesses us for Jesus’ sake, because of what Jesus has done for us

C. So when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more.

1. It’s only fair, right?

a. But while God spends a lot of time on justice for the oppressed in the Bible

b. He doesn’t really get into what’s fair or our rights

c. In fact, you can only talk about rights if you first consider what Jesus had the right to and what He got

d. There’s nothing fair about you going to heaven because Jesus was perfect, yet that’s how God operates

D. But each one of them also received a denarius.

1. And so each of you will receive eternal life, no matter how much you’ve done

2. Of course, there is no greater reward

3. So expecting some sort of recognition here on earth is shameful

IV. When they received it, they began to grumble against the landowner.

A. ‘These men who were hired last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made them equal to us who have born the burden of the work and the heat of the day.’

1. It’s not fair, God!

a. I work so hard for the church, and you let in this guy who only shows up on Sundays?

b. I give 20% of every check—and that’s 20% before taxes—and You let in this guy who only gives 5 bucks a week?

2. But God doesn’t save us because He’s fair

a. If God were fair, you wouldn’t be going to heaven

b. If God were fair, we’d all be going to hell

c. But thanks be to God that He’s not fair!

3. What causes a person to say, “He got better than I”?

a. Greed

b. Coveting

c. What is greed? Idolatry

i. What’s the point of greed?

ii. “I need to make sure I have enough,”

iii. instead of, “God, I trust You to provide for me; please take care of my neighbor, too.”

B. “But he answered one of them, ‘Friend, I am not being unfair to you.

1. Didn’t you agree to work for a denarius? Take your pay and go. I want to give the man who was hired last the same as I gave you.

a. “Why does God bless the wicked and the good alike?”

b. If you ever ask this question, you need to ask first, “Which of those am I?”

c. And as soon as you really know the answer, the tone of the question changes considerably

d. And we find we have nothing to be jealous of

2. Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own money?

a. Still, it’s hard for us

i. Why did God choose the Jews in the Old Testament to receive His grace?

ii. And for most of you, “Why did God choose me to be brought up in a Christian home so I could hear the Word and be brought to saving faith?”

iii. Why did God choose you to be brought to this church to hear His Word?

b. This is called the “Scandal of Particularity”

i. Why does God bless those He chooses to bless?

ii. We don’t have the answer

iii. But simply thank Him that you were born in a country where the Bible is distributed freely, that He put people in your life to share the Word.

iv. And give someone else the same reason to be thankful by sharing with them the way to salvation

3. Or are you envious because I am generous?’

a. Literally, “Is your eye evil because I am good?”

b. Eyes’ jobs are to focus on things

c. Where are your eyes focusing: yourself or your neighbor?

V. “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

A. To understand this expression, Who is first?

1. Jesus was made last for you

2. He was cast aside, beaten, scourged, and killed for you

3. He faced the wrath of God for you

4. And for His sacrifice, He is the firstborn of the resurrection

B. And we are last

1. Last to face God’s wrath (It’ll never happen)

2. Last to claim our merits, because we can claim Christ’s

3. All because God puts you first in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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