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The Hosanna Children — Palm Sunday Window
Object:  Window

Prayer:
Father, you daily shower us with blessings, showing yourself to us as a God of mercy and love, yet our response is often so weak.  Lord, we believe.  Help us with our unbelief.  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Text: As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, tell him that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.” This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: “Say to the Daughter of Zion, `See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’“ The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. They brought the donkey and the colt, placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Hosanna in the highest!” (Matthew 21:1-9, NIV).

I. Introduction

A. Don & Jackie Raymus


Today is Palm Sunday, the celebration of Jesus’ triumphal entry into the city of Jerusalem, and so today, we look at the Palm Sunday Window.  This window was given to the glory of God by Don and Jackie Raymus.  Since I never had a chance to meet the Raymus family, I’d like to ask Pastor Koch to tell us a little about them….

B. Jesus running with the children


In this window, we see Jesus and the children.  The artist chose not to include the donkey Jesus rode on or the crowds, but rather the children.  Matthew mentions the children later in the account, but he does so in a way that we know that they were present with the crowds.  They were there singing praises to Jesus along with the adults, yet their praises were so much purer.

II. We don’t always see the world as Jesus does


As the people called out their worship songs to Jesus, hailing Him as King, they didn’t exactly know what they were saying.  They were shouting, “Hosanna,” which means something like, “Save, we pray.”  They were looking for salvation from the Roman government, a military coup, yet Jesus rode in on a donkey, an animal of peace.  Only at His second coming, John tells us, will He come on a horse, symbolic of war and judgment.


But what did the children know of the Roman government?  Maybe a little, whatever they might overhear from their parents, but mainly, they knew that this was Jesus, the King.  What that meant, do children care?  They knew they could trust Him and that He was their friend.  They sang to Him, and with their song, they announced to the 3 million something people who had come to Jerusalem for the Passover (and they were singing right in the temple, where you could find the most people) that Jesus is the Savior, the same way our children sing the songs they learn here in choir as they go through their lives.  What a wonderful example they set for us.  How many of us would sing our favorite hymn while at work or listen to a Christian radio station or do anything else which might reveal to our colleagues that we are Christians?

A. Our faith is often weak


Unfortunately, because sin has pulled us away from God and His will, our faith sometimes suffers.  We question God.  We ask Him, “Why me?” or we think God has left us or doesn’t care.  We feel lonely.


Probably even more often, we are afraid to express our faith to others, afraid to run with Jesus through the streets like the children in the window.

1. In times of trouble


When things get tough, we try to do things on our own, battling the problem with everything we have, but so often, that’s just not enough.

a. We forget God


We forget that we have God on our side, that He is here to help us, whether we recognize Him or not.  We forget that God loves us more than any human father ever loved his children.  We forget that God has promised never to abandon us and always give us what we need.

b. We focus on blame instead of something useful


When we get into a jam, so often we get so concerned about whose fault it is, we waste time getting deeper and deeper into the hole we’re stuck in by looking for someone to blame instead of taking steps to get out of the pit.

i. We blame others


We blame others, hurting our relationships, often lashing out at the ones who could help us, the ones who care most about us.  As our loved ones turn to us to try to help us, we use them as an opportunity to vent our frustrations, and they become targets for our rage, yet if we turn to those whom God has given us and use their shoulders to support us and maybe to help us out of our hole, we’ll get a lot further in life.

ii. We blame God


We also like to blame God for our jams.  He constantly pulls us out of jams, pulling good things out of bad situations we get into, yet when we find ourselves in trouble, do we turn to God or do we blame Him for our trouble?  We say, “God, why me?  What did I ever do to deserve this?  God, why are you doing this to me?”  The Bible tells us that God is the source of all blessings, not curses.  Sin brought those into the world, and we alone are responsible for sin.

iii. We blame ourselves


We also blame ourselves, and although we are probably at fault for many of our problems, obsession with blame won’t solve the problem.  The devil turns our problems inward, making us feel worthless, but as baptized children of God, we are forgiven of our shortcomings and are of infinite value to God.

c. Where we should focus:

i. Prayer


Instead, when we are in trouble, we need to turn to God, and He has given us a wonderful means to do that.  We can pray to God any time.  He even asks that we do it constantly!  The God of the universe wants to hear what you and I have to say, and He promises to listen and answer us.

ii. Comfort


He has promised us comfort, and He sends us His Holy Spirit to do just that.  The Spirit gives us peace, and in Bible language, that means wholeness, not lacking anything.

iii. Solutions


And Spirit comes to us not just for comfort in our hour of need, but He comes with solutions to our problems.  He has given us the Bible, which has solutions to the big problems in life: salvation, right & wrong, and how to get along with each other.

2. In times of joy


Accordingly, He wants us to remember Him in times of joy.

a. We credit ourselves


When bad things happen to us, we like to assign blame, but when good things happen, we like to take all the credit.  We like giving glory to ourselves instead of giving it to God.

b. We credit “Luck.”


Sometimes, though, we can’t deny the fact that we had absolutely nothing to do with the good things that happen to us.  We’ve created a goddess to whom we give our praise for our blessings.  Her name is Luck.  She gets more credit for the blessings of God than God has ever gotten, yet we know that we can’t count on Luck, because she is a goddess made of wood and metal, just like the idols of the Old Testament.  Sometimes, she takes the image of a horseshoe or a clover, but we’re more civilized, so we’ve given her more sophisticated forms, like lucky socks and shirts or other articles of clothing, pens, even cross pendants, the ultimate slap in the face to God.  We can’t trust luck, but we can trust God.  He will never leave us.  Luck was never really with us.  She doesn’t exist.

B. Jesus helps our faith


Yet for all our shortcomings and our weak faith, God still loves us.  In fact, that’s the reason He sent Jesus, to show us the way, and that’s why He sends the Holy Spirit, to create and build our faith.

1. In times of trouble


He’s with us in times of trouble.  He’s promised never to leave us, and he’s promised to protect us, offering far greater protection than any worldly king, like the ones the adults in today’s text were expecting, could ever offer.

a. He remembers us


When we’re in distress, even though we forget God, He remembers us.  He remembers His promise to never leave or forsake us.  He did that to Jesus on the cross instead.

b. He took the blame


And we don’t ever have to worry about God blaming us, saying, “It’s your fault.  You got yourself into this jam, so you can get yourself out.”  No, He’s always there to bail us out, ready to forgive and ready to help us out of our jams.  We know He won’t blame us because Jesus took the blame for us.  He took it all the way to the cross, and knowing it was our fault, He said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”  Then He died, and it was our fault.

c. He helps us focus


Not only does God remove the element of blame, He helps us focus on the answer to our problems.

i. Hears our prayers & answers!


He hears our prayers and answers them.  We sometimes don’t like His answers, but that’s why I’m glad I’m not God.  The saying goes, “Be careful what you wish for.  You just might get it.”  There are all kinds of things we want but don’t get, yet I’ve found that there are times when that thing we didn’t get would probably have been bad for me, had I gotten it, like a child who wants the pretty pills in the medicine cabinet or the shiny knives in the kitchen, yet so many times, God answers our prayers with a “Yes,” probably more times than we can remember because our sinful nature tends to forget God’s blessings, and the devil likes to remind us of all the times God has said, “No.”

ii. He sends the Comforter


Not only does He hear our prayers, but He also sends the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, who helps us and gives us joy and patience and faithful perseverance to endure the hardships we face.

iii. He is the solution


And Jesus not only provides us with solutions to our problems, He is the solution to our greatest problem and the solution to the source of all problems, sin.  He came to defeat sin so we need no longer be slaves to sin.  In Him, we are free, free to face life, free to love each other and to love God without fear and free to trust God to love us back even more than we love Him.  A lot more.

2. In times of joy


He’s also there in the good times.  That’s important, because when things are going well, we sometimes forget that we still need God.

a. He is the source of all blessings

i. Directly


In the good times, He reminds us that He is the source of all blessings.  If you’re happy, it’s because God has showered you with blessings, and He alone deserves praise for that.

ii. Indirectly


Even if it appears that we deserve the credit for our happiness, think again.  God is the source of all blessings, including the skills and abilities to achieve what we want to accomplish, so if you do something great, praise God for that.

b. He’s more reliable than “luck.”


God doesn’t just bless us; He blesses us consistently.  He blesses us as constantly as we should be praying to Him, but thankfully, He doesn’t wait for our prayers to bless us, nor does He stop blessing us when we forget to pray.  He blesses us out of pure love and the joy He gets from blessing us, not some mad whim as we suppose Luck to have.

c. He fills our joy by sharing it


Then, He makes our joy complete by sharing it with us.  I think that that is where this window really shines.  It makes me think of my Dad, who was always there to play with us, getting involved with our various activities and taking an active interest in our lives.  Even when He wasn’t feeling good, He’d always do his best to keep with us, and He still does.  Jesus keeps up with us that way, too.  He takes an active interest in our joys.

III. Jesus sees the world as is necessary


As Jesus rode into Jerusalem, He could have seized control and become the king the people expected, but He loved the children and the adults too much.  He had much greater things in mind, although not so great for Him.

A. Heavenly blessings over earthly


Jesus knew that, as great as an earthly kingdom would be, it would only be temporary, and His people would still have to live in a world of sin, and we would have to die, but He chose the way of the cross so that we could enjoy the heavenly eternal kingdom, free from sin and death.

B. The cross


That was the central thought of our Lord as He rode into Jerusalem.  The praises of the people must have seemed hollow to Him, knowing that the people would realize that He didn’t intend to establish an earthly kingdom and respond by crying out for His blood.  The Bible mentions nothing, though, about the children being in that crowd, only the rejoicing crowd.  Although they’re sinners just like everyone else, children serve as a model of faith, not questioning God, at least not as much as we do.  As we “mature,” we tend more and more to rely on our own reason instead of God’s will.

IV. Conclusion


God gives us children to be examples of faith, and He gives adults to be examples of morality, so together, we grow in love for the King, who came as an example of both faith and morality, and died because we are perfect in neither and because of Him, will someday be made perfect in both.
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