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Title

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Matthew 22:15-21, NIV) Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. They sent their disciples to him along with the Herodians. "Teacher," they said, "we know you are a man of integrity and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. You aren't swayed by men, because you pay no attention to who they are. Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not?" But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, "You hypocrites, why are you trying to trap me? Show me the coin used for paying the tax." They brought him a denarius, and he asked them, "Whose portrait is this? And whose inscription?" "Caesar's," they replied. Then he said to them, "Give to Caesar what is Caesar's, and to God what is God's."

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

II. Trapping Jesus

A. Pharisees sent people to trap Jesus

1. Their own disciples

a. Religious “yes-men”

b. Hoping to trap Jesus speaking against the church: Heresy

i. If Jesus said “Yes”, He’d be taking money from the church

ii. Isn’t paying tribute like pledging loyalty to Caesar?

2. Also sent Herodians

a. Political “yes-men”

b. Very loyal to Herod: hoping to trap Jesus speaking against government: Treason

i. If He said “No”, taking money from government

ii. Failure to pay taxes would be grounds for severe punishment

1. They even accused Him of it at His trail: a lie

B. Pay lip service but don’t respect

1. “Teacher”

a. Didn’t believe His words

b. Trying to sound nice

2. Defer to no one & being impartial

a. Correct assessment

b. Pointing out that they were there together

i. “Look who you’re up against”

ii. “You can’t possibly win this.”

C. We try to trap Jesus, too

1. How much can I get away with?

a. Dating: how far can I go physically?

b. Business: what can I get away with?

c. Taxes

d. Movie theaters: sneaking in food

e. Driving: speed limits

f. Helping others: how much is enough?

g. Weekly offering: how much should I give?

2. Pay Him lip service

a. Yes, I’m a Christian

i. Don’t even know what that means

ii. Think it’s about good works

b. Yes, Jesus spoke the truth

i. You’d never know from your actions

ii. They don’t reflect His teachings

iii. “Why are you testing me, you hypocrites?”

III. Whose name is on it?

A. Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s

1. Think of the benefits we get from our government

a. Protection

b. General order

c. System of trade

d. Support for the needy

2. For those things, we give our due to the country

a. Necessary for continuing the blessings

b. 4th commandment

B. Give to God what is God’s

1. What benefits do we get from God?

a. Source of all benefits

b. main benefits

i. Physical blessings

1. Bodies & souls

2. Family

3. Friends

4. Physical possessions: anything that exists

ii. Eternal life

1. Above would be meaningless if the future was dark

2. Because we’re hypocrites, we should, by rights, have nothing to look forward to

3. Jesus took the blame for us

4. Gave up His life on the cross

5. Gave His life to us: live forever

iii. Faith

1. Can’t get saved by works

2. Receive it through faith

3. Not a human decision (we’re dead in sin)

4. Created in us

IV. His name is on you

A. At Baptism, become a member of God’s family

B. Puts Jesus’ name on us

C. Like a test paper: swap names

D. When he sees us, he sees Jesus

E. Gives us credit & loves us like His own perfect Son

F. Get the inheritance of the firstborn: double portion

V. Conclusion

A. If you’re going to go, go all out

B. Instead of asking, “What’s the minimum,” ask, “How can I help?”

C. More to the point: speak with sincerity:

1. Teacher, we know that you are truthful

a. believe what You say

b. Take it to heart & act accordingly

2. Partial to no man

a. Saved me even though I’m a sinner

b. I give back to You the life that You’ve given me

i. Every  day

ii. Through thoughts, words, deeds, attitude

iii. Because You gave Yours for me. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

VI. Children’s Sermon

A. Object: Ever put your name on something? (Worksheets, art, etc.)

B. Who owns you?

C. Message: Thankful for being made & saved

VII. Lesson Summary

Todays' theme tells us that God's gracious will is at work in all areas of life. Therefore we have no reason to fear as we set out to serve Him. In The Old Testament Lesson, we hear how God will work through the pagan King Cyrus to deliver His people from bondage. In The Epistle, we see how God works through believers to encourage and strengthen each other. Paul and his co-workers rejoice in the example of the Thessalonian Christians living under Christ's reign. In The Gospel, Jesus teaches responsibility to both the Kingdom of God spiritually and to human government. One is not opposed to the other. 

VIII. "About the Liturgy"

A. Collect:

1. Address

2. Basis

3. Request

4. Benefit

5. Doxology

IX. Prayers for today

A. Robin’s Uncle
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