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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Who are some people who are bosses over you? Why are they your bosses?

Message: God has given us people to take care of us and guide us, but we don’t always listen to them. But God forgives us: †.

Cents and Sensibilities

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Matthew 22:15-21) Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. They sent their disciples to him along with the Herodians. "Teacher," they said, "we know you are a man of integrity and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. You aren’t swayed by men, because you pay no attention to who they are. Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not?" But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, "You hypocrites, why are you trying to trap me? Show me the coin used for paying the tax." They brought him a denarius, and he asked them, "Whose portrait is this? And whose inscription?" "Caesar’s," they replied. Then he said to them, "Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s."
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. So which is correct?

1. Law or Gospel?

2. Mercy or Justice?

3. Church or State?

4. Science or the Bible?

B. We live in a world of oxymorons and contradictions

1. We are told that churches can defend the lives of the unborn and elderly, but the state cannot.

2. We are told that you should believe science in school but religion in church

3. We are told that the state cannot define morality for us, but you’d better recycle

4. We are told that censorship is bad, but you can censor someone who likes censorship

5. We are told that children should have freedom to make their own decisions about everything, but when they make foolish decisions, it’s the parents’ fault

C. What is a Christian to do?

1. The Bible says we are “in the world, but not of the world”

2. We are citizens of this country, yet citizens of heaven

3. We are poor miserable sinners, yet we bear the righteousness of Christ Himself

D. But just because two things are opposites doesn’t mean they can’t coexist

1. If you’ve ever had a hot fudge sundae, you know that

2. And the same God established both the church and the state, and He is Lord of both

3. And if they contradict each other, someone is doing something wrong

II. Then the Pharisees went and took counsel together how they might trap Him in His word.

A. St. Paul talked about rightly dividing the Word of Truth

B. And God’s Word can be divided in many different ways, all of which are necessary to properly understand His message to us

1. The most common division we speak of is between Law and Gospel

2. But we also speak of the distinction between God’s two kingdoms:

a) Kingdom of the right, the church, whose primary job is mercy and forgiveness

b) And the Kingdom of the left, the state, whose primary job is justice

c) Both of these kingdoms were instituted by God and should complement each other

d) When they compete, someone is overstepping his boundaries or not acting according to his calling

3. We’ll get back to the two Kingdoms in a moment

4. But first, we have one more way to divide Scripture

a) The two tables of the Law

(1) The first table refers to the first 3 Commandments

(a) God alone

(b) Don’t misuse God’s name

(c) Remember the Sabbath

(2) The second table refers to the rest

b) The first table refers to our relationship with God specifically

c) The second refers to our relationship with God through our relationship with our neighbors

C. These methods of dividing Scripture are all related to each other

1. And because the Pharisees were not properly dividing the two kingdoms,

2. They also confused the two tables of the Law

3. They believed that the fourth commandment to honor those in authority over you contradicted the first to honor God

4. But if God placed those authorities over you, how can it be contradictory to honor God by honoring them?

III. And they send to Him their disciples with the Herodians, saying, "Teacher, we know that You are truthful and You teach the way of God in truth and defer to no one, for You are partial to no man."

A. Here we see the two Kingdoms represented

1. The disciples of the Pharisees were the religious side

2. And the Herodians, King Herod’s political party followers, represented the state side

3. Were Jesus to choose one, He would enrage the other.

B. But these men didn’t come to Jesus trying to find resolution between their differences

1. Rather, they had united against Jesus

2. And laid a clever trap

C. Now before we go any further, we need to realize how futile this is

1. They were trying to confuse and trap Jesus

2. Jesus is God, the same God Who established both the church and the government

3. Not to mention the cosmos

IV. "Therefore, tell us: what do You think? Is it lawful to pay poll-tax to Caesar?"

A. This question to anyone else would be the wrong question

1. They were asking about God’s Law

2. And when it comes to God’s Law, what we think is irrelevant

3. All that matters is what God’s Word says

4. We, God’s creatures, have no right to disagree with the message God has given us

B. But Jesus is God, so it matters what He thinks

1. Because whatever Jesus says is the Word of God by definition

2. And whatever He thinks is the ultimate truth by which all other truths are judged

V. But Jesus knew their malice and said, "Why [is it] Me you are testing, you hypocrites?"

A. There are two ways we can use our reason in our approach to God’s Word

1. One is called the “Ministerial Use of Reason”

a) “Minister” means “Servant”

b) The ministerial approach places our reason as servants to the Word

c) We start out with the understanding that God’s Word is true

d) And then we study it and everything else in life with that presupposition

2. The other is called the “Majesterial Use of Reason”

a) “Majesty” refers to being the master

b) It’s placing your own reason and intellect over God’s

c) It’s not only pompous to the extreme

d) But it also endangers the soul, as this approach sets human intellect as a god over the Creator of heaven and earth

e) And human intellect is a rather feeble god, as any 10-year-old science textbook will attest

3. This doesn’t mean that, as a Christian, you have to check your brain at the door—this is not a cult

a) You use your reason and intellect either way

b) But you remember God’s Word to Job: “Were you there when I laid the foundations of the earth?”

c) God’s Word is not only internally consistent,

d) But it also agrees with history—as archaeologists have repeatedly found

e) And not a shred of scientific evidence has been found to contradict the Bible, either

4. So when approaching Jesus, the Word made flesh, we should approach Him with humility as His servants

B. Jesus was saying, “Instead of examining Me, take a look at yourselves!”

1. You’re more concerned about your own priorities and plans than God’s

2. You act like you’re doing this to defend the 1st Commandment,

3. But by doing so, you’re breaking that same Commandment

VI. "Show me the coin used for the poll-tax," and they brought to Him a denarius.

A. Remember, Jesus is God

B. So He understands the distinction between His two kingdoms

VII. And He says to them, "Whose image and superscription is this?"

A. This coin would be stamped with the words, “Tiberius Caesar”

B. They had this money in the first place because God had given them their government to keep good order

C. So just the fact that they had this money is enough to show they owed something both to God and their government

VIII. They said to Him, "Caesar's." Then He says to them, "Give back to Caesar what is Caesar's and give back to God what is God's."

A. In other words, both deserve our honor

1. The government deserves our thanks for all they do for us

2. And God deserves our thanks for not only the government, but all good things

B. Does that mean we should do everything our government tells us to?

1. Yes, as long as it’s in agreement with God’s Word

2. Because since the government acts as God’s representative to carry out justice,

3. The government should never act in a way that is unjust to anyone, no matter who they are or what they believe or anything else for that matter

C. We are told that “Religion explains why, and science explains how.”

1. That concept falls right into this concept of God contradicting Himself

2. In itself, it’s true—sort of

3. But it’s usually used to say, essentially, that God’s Word is not scientifically accurate

4. We know that God created all things

5. And He has told us how He did so in His Word, at least the basics

6. Science’s job is to figure out the details based on the evidence

7. Does that mean it’s the government’s job to say Who created the earth in science classes? No.

8. But to deny God’s role is definitely not the government’s job, either, and oversteps the government’s role

9. Because at that point, the government is stepping into the realm of the church—and contradicting it

10. And the government at that point is breaking the 1st Commandment

D. We are told that Religion has no place in politics

1. But every politician has his own religious beliefs, whether theistic or atheistic

2. And the reality is that a politician will make decisions based on his beliefs

3. So in America, we need to honor those in authority—which, in America, is the Constitution—by choosing those we believe will do their jobs within that Kingdom

E. What does that mean day-to-day?

1. It means respecting the government, even when you disagree with them

2. It means voting according to your conscience

3. It means, in this country, that we encourage our elected officials to do their jobs properly, whether that be through personal communication, petition, or peaceful protest

4. And yes, it means paying your taxes and not cheating on them

F. We so often fail to recognize this tremendous gift from God

1. And since we have sinners like us in authority over us, it can be hard to see them as God’s representatives

2. But that doesn’t change God’s commandment, no matter how publicly acceptable it is to break that commandment or any others

3. And breaking either the 1st or 4th—or any of the other 8—is enough to earn you death and hell

G. But that brings us to the primary reason we honor God

1. Because we have broken all of God’s Commandments

2. And God hates sin

3. Yet He loves us more than He hates sin

4. So He sent His Son into the world as a man, Jesus Christ

5. And Jesus fulfilled all of God’s commandments perfectly

6. But God’s law was still broken by us

7. So He fulfilled even that broken part of God’s Law by suffering, dying, and enduring the full wrath of God on our behalf

8. His perfect obedience all the way to the cross on our behalf gives us the gift of eternal life in exchange

9. God’s law is consistent

10. But so is His Gospel, the good news of resurrection and eternal life through faith alone in Jesus Christ alone

H. We are servants of God in both of His kingdoms

I. But because of Jesus, there’s no better place to be. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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