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Title

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: 

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

 Richard Armstrong, Make Your Life Worthwhile, reports the story about a man in Wales who sought to win the affection of a certain lady for 42 years before she finally said, "Yes." The couple, both 74, recently became "Mr. and Mrs." For more than 40 years, the persistent, but rather shy man slipped a weekly love letter under his neighbor's door. But she continually refused to speak and mend the spat that had parted them many years before. After writing 2,184 love letters without ever getting a spoken or written answer, the single-hearted old man eventually summoned up enough courage to present himself in person. He knocked on the door of the reluctant lady and asked for her hand. To his delight and surprise, she accepted. Imagine God's dilemma. Time and time again He tried to get His message of love through to His human creation with little response. Finally, when there was no other way, He wrapped up His message in person.

II. God sends people with the Word

A. Consider for a moment the number of ways God has called to us

1. Nature

a. We know that a human being cannot come together by itself

b. Order requires design

2. Conscience

a. Right & wrong doesn’t come by chemical reactions

b. Guilt, shame, etc. tell us there is good & evil

c. If good & evil, Someone must’ve defined what those are

3. Word (Tells us about God)

a. Written

i. Quickest place

ii. Bible is most printed book in history

iii. Best selling book in history

iv. Available for free, yet most valuable book ever written

b. Taught

i. Sunday School

ii. VBS

iii. Preschool/Day Schools

iv. Bible classes

c. Preached

i. Direct proclamation

ii. Possibly the most common means of getting the message out

iii. Most common method Jesus used

d. Incarnate

i. “Became meat”

ii. He is what the message is about

iii. He’s in the message & works through it

e. Poured

i. Mixed with water

ii. Baptism gives & strengthens faith

iii. Washes us clean

f. Eaten

i. Mixed with bread & wine

ii. Becomes the actual body & blood of Jesus

iii. Take the Incarnate Word into our mouths

iv. Where the Word is, faith is strengthened

III. We reject & persecute them

A. We’ve all rejected one or more of these

1. Layer of dust on your Bible at home

2. Avoided church because of being more concerned about the messenger than the message

3. Not taking advantage of chances to be taught or supporting the teaching of the Word

4. Thinking you don’t need the Lord’s Supper as often as it’s offered

a. If you’ve sinned since last time, why not get your sins forgiven again?

b. Not about tradition or “How we’ve always done it”—about what’s best for our faith.

IV. Given the inheritance instead of the Jews

A. God originally chose the Jews to carry the message of salvation

B. They rejected the message in all forms

C. God passed it on to someone else: you & me

1. Not conditional

2. Message given to us for all time

a. God has sent His son to us

b. Wrapped in swaddling clothes

c. Hung on a cross as punishment for our sins

d. Rose from the dead as we all will one day

V. We’ll say, “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD.”

A. On the day we see Him again, there’ll be no more persecution

B. The Word will be so deeply part of us, we’ll never face temptation again

C. God will remove all sin & evil forever

D. No more sins to be forgiven: just eternity to thank God for salvation

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Get good gifts? What did you like? What will you do with it? (Put it on a shelf?)

Message: God gave us Jesus. (Why?) What can we do with Him?

Lesson Summary

In today’s lesson, we see the opposite of the Christmas story. Instead of God coming down to be with man, the heavens are opened to receive a man, Stephen, the first martyr. We see the hatred at the world shows toward the Gospel and the love and peace we find in the same Gospel.

"About the Liturgy"

Prayer of the Church: If someone asked you for help, would you do it? What if 150 people asked you for the same thing? You’d be more apt. 

Allows us a chance to pray for each other & go to God with our requests, knowing He’ll hear us *In Jesus’ Name*.
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