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What’s on your to do list?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left. “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him. (Matthew 24:37-44, NIV)

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. So, what are your plans for Christmas?

1. Squeezing in some more shopping

2. Visiting family

3. Cooking and wrapping presents

4. Meeting Jesus in the sky

B. Most of those things are probably on your to do list, but generally not the last one

1. As we get so busy with day-to-day and holiday activities, our routine can become our god

2. But God has a way of interrupting routines with the unexpected

II. Even as the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.

A. This Advent season, we celebrate and prepare for Jesus’ coming in three ways

1. First, we celebrate His coming as a little child, laid in a manger, Who would, about 33 years later, die for our sins and rise again to give us eternal life

2. Second, we remember that He comes to us every time we hear His Word or receive the Sacrament, and He is with us through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism as well

3. And finally, we remember that He is coming again to take us home to the New Creation and eternal life

B. But we need to remember that His coming is unexpected

1. It was unexpected when He first came

a) If He’d been expected, they surely would’ve had room for Him in the inn

b) If He’d been what they were expected, they wouldn’t have crucified the God they claimed to follow

c) But that baby in the manger Who couldn’t even support the weight of His own head held the whole world in His hands even then and would one day bear the sin of the whole world on His shoulders 

2. It’s unexpected now

a) The majority of Christian seminaries are teaching their students that the Bible is not the Word of God, and it only takes a generation before it trickles down and becomes the accepted teaching in churches

b) Most Protestant Christians do not expect to find Christ in the Lord’s Supper or in Baptism—only a symbol or a memory of Him

c) But He is present nonetheless as He promised to be for the forgiveness of all of our sin

3. It will be unexpected

a) No one knows when He will return

b) Most people expect it to be a far off date

c) But today is a far off date from 2000 years ago when He said He was coming soon

d) So plan to celebrate Christmas with Jesus this year—it’s entirely possible

III. For as it was in those days that were before the flood, they were munching and drinking, marrying and being given in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark.

A. For 120 years, God warned the people through Noah that it was time for a change

B. But it was “business as usual” until the day God closed the door of the ark and the rains started

C. They assumed that, if the day were ever coming, that it wouldn’t come for a long time

D. “Get swallowed up in the flood” was not on their to do list, yet it still happened

IV. And they did not know until the flood came and took them all away.

A. The people of Noah’s day were swept away in the flood

1. They didn’t take God’s law seriously

2. They didn’t believe that the day of judgment would come

3. They rejected the reality of eternal life through the promised Messiah

B. But whether you believe the truth or not, the truth will prevail

1. In an age when churches change their teachings to embrace the spirit of the age instead of the Spirit of Christ

2. God’s Word assures us that His Word stands forever

3. And God’s Word and the absolute truth it contains will endure long after political correctness, grocery store theology (“pick your favorite brand—they’re all about the same”), and the culture of death-worship that embraces abortion and other forms of government-approved murder

4. Because God’s Word and its truth will endure beyond the end of the universe

5. So don’t hold too tightly to this creation lest you be swept away with it

V. Then there will be two in the field. One is taken and one forsaken. Two [women] grinding in the mill: one is taken; the other, forsaken.

A. Note here that Matthew uses two different words for “taken” here

1. The first, when referring to those taken away by the flood waters

2. And the second, which literally means, “taken to himself”

B. God here assures us that, unlike those taken away by the flood

C. You will be taken to God, to be with Him forever

D. And the only ones forsaken by Him will be those unprepared for His coming, that is, without faith

VI. Therefore be alert, since you don't know which day your Lord comes.

A. What do you watch for diligently?

1. When you’re expecting guests, you peek out the window once in a while to see if they’re coming

2. When you’re driving, you watch closely for deer

3. But whose coming is of greater consequence?

B. How diligently do you watch for our Lord’s coming?

1. Preparing yourself is simple enough—you were prepared at the moment of your Baptism

2. All you need is maintenance: Word and Sacraments

3. But remember that your neighbor needs to be prepared, too

4. Or they will be forsaken, swept away like all but eight in the flood

5. They need someone to bring them the Gospel so they too will be taken to be with God

VII. But know this: that if the house-master had known in what watch the thief were coming, he would be alert and not permit his house to be broken into.

A. Since you don’t know when Jesus is coming, act like it’s today

B. Think about what’s important, what will endure to eternity

C. And remember that He has already come

VIII. Through this, you also be ready, for in an hour that you don't expect, the Son of Man will come.

A. Because when you weren’t ready—before you were born

B. He did come for you

1. Born in a stable for you

2. Died on a cross for you

3. Rose to life for you

C. And He will come again for you

1. And since He has prepared you for His coming by forgiving your sins

2. He will take you to Himself

3. To be with Him for eternity in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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