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Children’s Sermon

Object: What are you doing to prepare for Christmas?

Message: What must you do to prepare for Jesus’ coming? What did Jesus do to prepare you for His coming? († & Faith)

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Matthew 24:37-44, NIV) As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left. “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Last weekend, we drove up to Wisconsin to visit family

1. 3-hour drive at night & deer season in Wisconsin

2. By the time we arrived at our hotel, my back & leg were sore from covering the brake and scanning for deer

3. Bad enough watching for them during the day

4. At night, you can’t see them until they’re right in front of you

B. As serious as hitting a deer may be, Jesus speaks in today’s text of something of infinitely greater consequence

II. As the days of Noah, so the coming of the Son of Man.

A. They were eating &c.

1. Nothing wrong with those things

a. Word for “eating” here is best translated something like “chomping”

b. We sometimes refer to excessive snacking as “grazing”

c. Self-absorbed activity

i. Focusing on today, here & now

ii. Caring about themselves instead of others

iii. Complete disregard for God

B. until the flood took them all away.

1. Suddenly, all those concerns were worthless

2. Friends, food, and personal goals were suddenly irrelevant

3. All they’d worked for, even their own lives, were swept away in the flood

III. So will it be at the coming of the Son of Man.

A. Two people: one taken & one left.

1. Point of clarification

a. You may have heard of the “Left Behind” series of books, movie, etc.

b. Other books like The Late Great Planet Earth & many others

c. Those books are supposedly based on this passage & others like it

d. Teaching called “Millenialism,” which was condemned by the early church and has only become popular again in the past 100 years or so

e. Those “Left Behind” books assume that these events occur over a 1000+ year period of time

f. But Scripture is clear: all happens in one day: the last day

2. Within a single day (a day that lasts forever, but a day nonetheless), what we can’t see now will become crystal clear

a. We will be judged according to our deeds

i. If you’ve lived a perfect life, you’ll go to heaven

ii. If you’ve failed, you’ll get exactly what you deserve: eternal torment

iii. We’ll all know exactly who is good and who is evil, what we can’t always see now

1. God’s perfect people will be taken to glory

2. God’s enemies will be sent to hell

b. Of course, this puts us all in a bad spot, given that, based on our deeds, we deserve to be abandoned by God, left behind

i. We’ve abandoned Him on a regular basis

ii. We daily cast Him aside for supposedly more important things

iii. Since we’ve pushed Him away so many times, what’s to stop Him from doing the same to us?

c. Love

i. Love that finds a way to bring us back to Him, even before we left

ii. Love that comes to us while we’re still running away

iii. Love that keeps coming to us over and over, day by day, sometimes minute by minute

iv. Love that is willing to give up everything for lousy, ungrateful sinners

v. That’s exactly what God did for us

1. Gave up His Son, Jesus Christ, for you

2. Didn’t just allow, but sent His only begotten Son to die for you on a tree

3. Because Jesus was left, abandoned by God for your sake, You will be taken to Him, judged by His perfect life instead of your sin

B. Watch, since you don’t know when.

1. If you knew when, you’d watch then,

a. Jesus mentions knowing when a thief is coming

b. If you have a cake in the oven, you won’t leave when you know it’s almost ready

2. but since it’ll be when you least expect it, be ready.

a. When the Trade Towers fell, many people asked me if this is the end

i. Yes, it is

ii. We’ve been in the end times since Jesus ascended into heaven

iii. The people in Noah’s day thought that day was very  far off

iv. They were wrong

v. Unlike them, we have nothing to fear

b. Be ready

i. How can you prepare?

ii. That’s the beauty of it

1. You’re already prepared

2. Because of Jesus, God has promised to take you with Him

3. Because of the faith given to you by the Holy Spirit

1. Given to you through Word & Sacrament

2. Strengthened through the same

4. God has made you ready

5. That God-given readiness, faith, will save you in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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