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Children’s Sermon

Object: Jesus is coming back soon, and he says we should be ready. How do you get ready for Jesus coming back?

Message: He gets us ready through Word & Sacrament.

Are you ready?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Matthew 25:1-13, NIV) “At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five were wise. The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep. “At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’ “Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’ “‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’ “But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut. “Later the others also came. ‘Sir! Sir!’ they said. ‘Open the door for us!’ “But he replied, ‘I tell you the truth, I don’t know you.’ “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

Many years ago Orson Wells produced a radio drama of an imaginary attack from outer space based on the book War of the Worlds. A student at Campbell College in North Carolina turned on his radio midway through the broadcast and did not realize he was hearing a fictitious report. When the announcer vividly described fire falling upon the earth, the student recalled some sermons from his boyhood years and concluded that the end of the world had come. He grabbed the telephone and called home, saying: "Mama, Mama, have you got your radio on? The fire is falling, the end of the world is coming, and I'm not ready to meet God!" The next morning he was the object of jokes and teasing around the campus. But in the chapel service a godly Bible teacher took the podium and said, "I understand that one of the boys got a lot of ribbing because he got scared listening to the radio program last night. But, young men and women, what if it had truly been the end of the world last night -- would you be ready?"

II. “At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom.

A. Five of them were foolish and five were wise.

1. Who are these virgins? The ones given the honor of seeing to the needs of the bride

a. Christ is the groom, so His bride is the church

b. So who is called on to minister to the church?

i. Pastors?

ii. All Christians!

2. The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them.

a. To understand Jesus’ point in this parable, we need to look at the whole picture

i. He’s talking about being ready for the second coming

ii. And how we can be prepared

b. So what do we need to be ready?

i. Do you need a load of good works?

ii. Sincerity? A particular state of mind?

iii. No, being prepared for the second coming of Jesus is simply a matter of faith

1. Really, what it boils down to is this: are you happy about it or afraid?

2. Saving faith anxiously awaits Jesus’ return, because saving faith knows that faith alone saves!

3. The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps.

a. But it’s one thing to have faith right now, but how do you know your faith will endure as long as necessary?

i. You simply need enough oil for your lamp to carry you through

1. Not just today

2. but for the long haul!

ii. So how do you get oil for your lamp?

1. The faith that God has given you is powered by the means of grace

1. His Word: spoken, written, or however you get it

2. The Sacraments: the gifts of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper which “strengthen & preserve you in the true faith to life everlasting”

b. So there’s a marked difference between these Christians

i. It’s not so obvious at first: they all have burning lamps

ii. But in the long run, we see who perseveres

III. The bridegroom was a long time in coming,

A. and they all became drowsy and fell asleep.

1. We wait

2. and wait

3. Jesus said He’s coming back soon

4. But that was almost 2000 years ago

5. And so it’s easy to assume that it’ll be another 2000 years before His coming

B. “At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’

1. Midnight: when they least expected Him

2. Jesus will come when you least expect Him

3. So if you’re expecting Him, that’s good. If not, He may be coming any time, so expect Him!

IV. “Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps.

A. The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’

1. It’s never too late to turn to God for help

2. Never, until that last trumpet sounds and Jesus returns

3. That’s what the foolish virgins do

a. Like the seed on rocky ground in the parable of the sower, these didn’t have the spiritual stamina to stand against the trials and struggles of this world

b. When the going gets tough, do you try to be tough and get going

c. Or do you do the wise, sensible thing, and lean on God?

4. Of course, you won’t find much comfort in a God who you hardly know

a. Our comfort, strength, and faith come from knowing God intimately

b. And going through life without being in His Word is like doing brain surgery without any training!

c. How can you expect to get through life, with all those difficult choices, without consulting God, getting His fuel for your lamp to light your way?

B. “‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you.

1. Clearly, this is being said at Judgment day

2. This is the only time when Christians wouldn’t be willing to share their oil, the Word, with others (Or so I’d hope!)

3. Because then, it’s too late

a. we have enough faith to be saved: we can’t give our faith to someone else

b. To many parents’ distress, we can’t do anything to put faith in someone else

c. All we can do, until that day, is keep feeding the faith of others as we feed our own

d. Parents, do you want your kids to go to heaven?

i. Then feed their souls as you would their bodies

ii. Make the Bible a priority

iii. It would be better for them to miss supper than miss family devotions and Bible study

iv. If it works for you, put a Bible at the dinner table, and as you sit down to eat, read a section and talk about it!

v. But however you do it, give your children oil in their lamps!

V. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’

A. “But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived.

1. Of course, at that point, it’s too late to get more oil

2. And those who haven’t been feeding the fire of their faith will find themselves caught unprepared for the return of Jesus

B. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet.

1. This is what awaits us as our reward

2. The wedding feast of the Lamb

3. An eternal celebration of the sacrifice made for us on the cross

C. And the door was shut.

1. Now understand that going to church or reading the Bible is not a good work

2. It’s only for your own benefit

3. You are saved because of Jesus’ death for you on the cross

4. And you are saved through faith alone, which has been given to you by God through Word & Sacrament

VI. “Later the others also came.

A. ‘Sir! Sir!’ (Or literally, ‘Lord! Lord!’) they said. ‘Open the door for us!’

1. What audacity of expecting to be let in when they weren’t ready at the appointed time!

2. Yet can you see this attitude in yourself?

a. “I was confirmed, so I’m going to heaven.”

b. “Uncle Joe has a picture of Jesus on his wall, so even though he hasn’t had any contact with the church, and his Bible is collecting dust, I’m sure he has saving faith.”

c. Or the one I hear most often: “God won’t send me to hell for this sin, will He?”

i. Yes, He will!

ii. If you insist on walking away from God and going your own way, then you will be on your own

iii. And when you face God, you don’t want to do that on your own, without Jesus

B. “But he replied, ‘I tell you the truth, I don’t know you.’

1. How could God, who knows all things, not know someone?

2. Very simply, He does not recognize us without saving faith

3. Your sin has so completely distorted you from what He created you to be, without being born again in Christ, you are completely unrecognizable to God

4. But because He has made you a new creation in Christ, you are what He meant you to be

a. Free from sin

b. Completely pure

c. Washed clean by the blood of the Lamb of God, Who takes away the sin of the world

C. “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.

1. Jesus could come back today

2. Or you might go to Him before He comes

3. Either way, God has prepared you, giving you oil for your lamp

4. To shine the light of His forgiveness to the world in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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