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Let this cup pass…

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Matthew 26:39-44, NKJV) He went a little farther and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.” Then He came to the disciples and found them asleep, and said to Peter, “What? Could you not watch with Me one hour? “Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” Again, a second time, He went away and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if this cup cannot pass away from Me unless I drink it, Your will be done.” And He came and found them asleep again, for their eyes were heavy. So He left them, went away again, and prayed the third time, saying the same words.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Prayers of the Passion

A. This season, we’ll look at the prayers spoken throughout the passion of Christ

B. Tonight, we begin with possibly the most heartfelt prayer ever prayed by a human being

C. This human being just happens to also be God Himself

II. Jesus fell on His face & prayed.

A. Strange to see Jesus, who is God, praying

1. Did so to set an example for us

2. Moreso, He showed His close relationship with the Father

B. Does God pray to God?

1. Indeed, we see it here

2. We’re also told in Romans that the Spirit prays for us

III. “Father, if possible, let this cup pass.”

A. Possibly one of the most confusing prayers in the Bible

1. Why would the will of Jesus be different from the Father’s?

2. How could the author of life be afraid of death?

3. What’s going on here?

B. Here, we see the agony of Christ

1. He wasn’t just facing death

a. Those who’ve since died in His name (martyrs) weren’t so afraid

b. Why would the One who says, “Be strong and courageous” be looking for a way out?

2. He was facing the full wrath of God

a. When Jesus would die, maybe 17 hours or so later, He’d face the Father as the worst sinner

b. Even though He’d never done anything to deserve it: never sinned

c. He’d take our sins to the cross and cash them in

d. For our sins, He received rejection by the Father

i. Even died for the sin of killing the innocent Son of God

IV. “Not My will, but yours.”

A. Jesus was not opposed to the plan

1. What He wanted (still wants) is for us to be saved

2. He knew that this was the only way

3. He willingly faced this torment for us

B. Wasn’t there another way?

1. All things are possible for God

2. Why wasn’t it possible for us to be saved another way?

3. That’s the kind of God He is

a. His nature is to give of Himself

b. His Law is a reflection of His nature

c. The Gospel is an even clearer picture

i. The core of God’s existence is grace

ii. Willingly giving of Himself for us

d. Hard to understand

i. We’re always looking out for ourselves

ii. What do I get out of this?

iii. Sin does that to us

iv. God has no sin

4. In Christ’s sacrificial willingness, we see the attitude we will someday have in the New Creation

a. Except God will demand nothing of us that won’t give us pure joy

b. Only Christ would face the wrath of God

V. Goes to disciples: sleeping.

A. As Jesus prepared to be more alone than any human being ever has been or will be, He was looking for companionship from His friends

1. We remember the loneliness of Job, who lost everything he had

2. Even Job had his friends

3. Already, Jesus was alone

B. We’re so quick to go to sleep, too

1. Jesus asks us to remain vigilant as temptation comes

2. We go to sleep and find ourselves in sin

3. We sleep through opportunities to serve Him

VI. Spirit is willing, but flesh is weak.

A. Jesus was experiencing that first-hand

1. His flesh was weak from suffering

2. Yet He faced the temptation without stumbling

3. Never once even entertained the option of skipping out

B. He knew Peter’d face it soon.

1. Peter was so quick to say, “I’ll never deny You.”

2. Jesus knew he would, and He knew the sorrow that Peter would feel for it

a. Within the next few hours, zealous Peter would swear that he’d never met the Man who was willing to die for His sins

b. Peter, realizing that, would have to live with it the rest of his life

c. Words cannot describe the sorrow of knowing you’ve denied Christ and His salvation

d. So Jesus singles out Peter to pray for strength and the ability to see temptation for what it is & not give in to it

C. We experience it every moment

1. We pass up opportunities to share the Gospel with people all the time

2. We give in to temptation, regretting it even as we do it

3. We continue in sin even though we know it’s wrong

VII. If not possible to pass unless I drink, Your will be done.

A. Even for willful sinners, Jesus died

B. He willingly drank the cup of suffering we all deserved

C. Because this is the will of God: that all men, even us sinners, be saved in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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