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Mission (World) Window
"Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." (Matthew 28:19-20, NASB).  (NIV is an unacceptable translation for this text.  RSV and NASB both work fine.)

Object:  World (Mission) Window 

Prayer:
Heavenly Father, we thank and praise you for the gift of eternal life that you have given all people through the sacrifice of your Son, Jesus Christ.  Give us courage and strength to joyfully share that saving message with all people throughout the world and throughout our lives.  We pray in Jesus’ name, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Chez & Doris Hoeft 


Chez & Doris Hoeft were members of Faith congregation from 1979 until about 10 years ago.  Although I never met them, I’m told that they were always involved in serving the church and building Christ’s kingdom through their work on various boards, at work as an AAL rep, and in their lives, reflecting Christ in their loving and giving attitude toward others.  It seems fitting that the window given by them be the window signifying our witness to the world.

B. Mission of the Disciples & the Church


Before Jesus ascended into heaven, he gave his disciples a few departing directives.  He summed up the mission for the apostles, as well as for those who would follow them.  This was and is the mission of the church on earth.

II. Go and make disciples

A. Since you’re going…


Jesus told them, “Going, disciple….”  He knew that they would continue with their lives, going from place to place as the Spirit led them.  To put his words in our language, a closer translation might be something like, “Since you’re going anyway, here’s what I want you to do while you’re going.”  We go from place to place: to work, to our friends, to our family, to the store, to church throughout the world.  That’s why this window is by the narthex door.  We see it every time we go out that door, so when you leave, let it be a reminder to bring the message with you.

B. What’s a disciple?


As we go, we are to do the work of discipling.  In order to make disciples of others, it makes sense that we be disciples first, but what’s a disciple?  A disciple is a student, a follower who takes his teacher’s words to heart and lives by them.  Our teacher is Jesus, and his words are, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.”  His word is salvation and eternal life for us through his death.

C. Who’s a disciple?


Are we disciples?  Do we follow Jesus and take his words to heart?  Do we live every moment knowing that he’s with us, watching over us, loving us, and protecting us?  Do we live our lives totally for him and his Kingdom?  We need lives to reflect the joy and hope we have in our Savior.

D. Dependent on God & His Word, not us


Thank God that he works through us in spite of all the obstacles we put in his way.  Thank God that he makes disciples of us, and our status as Jesus’ disciples is not dependent on what we do.  Still, he uses us to get his Word out, and our words and our works speak to others of who Jesus is and what his message is.  Notice the banner around the world in the window.  Remember the banner held by John the Baptist in the window of Jesus’ Baptism?  The banner is used to get a message out to a lot of people.  Here, we use a 12 foot screen.  God uses his Word, the Bible, and us as messengers, the bearers of the banner.  

E. We’re the messengers


We are called to be witnesses to him, to show others the way to eternal life, to bear the message of salvation through the Jesus’ death on the cross, which you see at the top of the window.  That means that our job is not to train great theologians.  Leave that to the great theologians.  Our job is to make disciples, people of God who trust in Jesus for salvation instead of their own works, who in turn want to share the message which they have heard.  This is done by living a life which reflects our faith and hope, a life of service to God and his people.  This means taking opportunities to share the Gospel with those who need to hear it, standing up for our faith.  In our society, we are told never to discuss religion in mixed company, but that doesn’t mean we abandon to hell the souls of those we don’t know as well just for the sake of being polite.  Although some might be offended, the salvation of even one person would be worth the offense, just as Jesus, the Good Shepherd, would abandon the 99 sheep in search of the one lost lamb.

III. All Nations


So then where do we bring the message?  Whom should we disciple?  Well, the message is applicable to the whole world, as in, "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  Jesus said, “all nations,” like the world in our window.  This was a big deal to his disciples, because this meant that they should bring the message to the Gentiles, not just the Jews!  All nations means all people of all races, social classes, occupations…all people.  Now that complicates things for us.  There are some people we just would rather avoid.  Some people dress funny, or they talk strange, or they might work in an undesirable job.  When is the last time we told the kid behind the counter at McDonald’s that the work he does is important to us?  How do we respond when we ask for no onions and get extra onions?  We need to respond in a way pleasing to God that will make them wonder what secret we possess that brings us such peace.  Then, we need to share that secret.

IV. Baptizing

A. God’s Family


At the bottom of the window, we see a shell, which you might remember from two weeks ago signifies baptism.  When Jesus sent his disciples out, he included baptism as an integral part of their ministry.  Through baptism, we become members of God’s family.  We take on his Name, just as a child takes on the parents’ family name when adopted.  Through baptism, we become children of God with all the rights and responsibilities entailed, and just as we are always part of our families, no matter what, so with God, once we’re in his family, we don’t ever need to worry about getting disowned or kicked out.

B. God’s Name


So we are baptized as Christ commanded, in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Just as we begin our lives as God’s people in that name, so we begin our worship every week in the same name as a reminder why we are here, how we got here, and where we’re going.

1. Father

a. Creator


All at once, we are baptized into the name of God, yet each person of the Trinity has a significance to us.  We are baptized into the name of God the Almighty Father, the creator and keeper of all there is.  He made us and everything we have .  Anyone who has seen a child born knows that each of us are miraculous works of God, and even though we are corrupted by sin from the moment we are conceived, the Father still loves us enough to send the Son to die for us so that he can be with us and take care of us forever.

b. Sustainer: Full-time Job


He also, as our Father, takes care of us.  We know that, because he has a big investment in us.  He gave up his only begotten Son for us, so he’s going to make sure that that sacrifice isn’t wasted.  If he sent Jesus, he must love us that much.  Plus, and even better, he has told us the same.  This is a full-time job for him.  He watches us and is constantly pulling us out of jams.  Things get rough sometimes, and we wonder if God is really going to take care of us, but God doesn’t take his responsibility as Father lightly.  When my daughter, Kimberly, was born, I learned what it means to be a father.  Between my wife and I, we need to watch her all the time, and sometimes it seems like every time we take our eyes off of her, she’s getting into something she shouldn’t, so we’re always there to help her, take care of her, and show her what is acceptable and what isn’t, and when she goes over the line, we discipline her, but at the same time, we tell her how much we love her.  God, our Father, brings us into his family at our baptism, and he takes on the responsibility of caring for us, all the time, and he stays close to us, protecting us, taking an active role in our lives.

c. Close


If you look at this picture, the world looks nice and round, smooth, no rough edges.  Yet if you look closely at the printout in your worship folder, you can see that it’s a whole bunch of little tiny dots.  Our world is like that, too.  It looks smooth from a distance, but if you get up close, it’s jagged, with mountains and valleys.  God doesn’t just sit back and take a overall view of the world, saying, “It’s smooth; I’ll leave it alone.”  He comes in close.  He sees the jagged peaks and valleys in our lives.  He knows our joy and shares it with us, and he’s there when we’re hurting, and he knows what it’s like.

2. Son: Redeemer


Now, we don’t deserve the Father’s love by ourselves, and by sin we’ve rejected him outright, but that’s why we’re also baptized in the name of the Son.  He has redeemed us.  That means he has paid for us.  He became one of us, even being baptized like us.  He paid for our ticket into heaven with his own life.  He experienced what we deserve, complete separation from the love of the Father.  Because he did that, and because he is God and therefore capable of doing that for all of us, we have a reservation at the heavenly banquet, and the bill has been paid in advance.  That’s why there’s a cross over the world in this window.  He is the message that we carry with us, and the message is that he is Lord over the whole world, and he is Lord over life and death, and to us, he has given life.

3. Holy Spirit: Faith & Comfort & Assurance


Sadly, because the effects of sin have so completely corrupted us, we are unable even to believe in the one who saved us, but that is why we’re also baptized in the name of the Holy Spirit.  In love, the Father and the Son send the Spirit, who creates faith in us since we are unable to create it in ourselves.  He also keeps us in that faith and directs us away from sin and back to God.  He reminds us that we are baptized children of God, and he helps us act accordingly, and when we don’t, he reminds us that God forgives us nonetheless for the sake of Jesus’ sacrifice and that our names are written in God’s Book of Life in heaven.  And when God wrote our names in the Book of Life, he didn’t just pencil us in.  He used permanent ink, so we can be sure that the Spirit will keep us in faith until we get to heaven.

V. Teaching

A. Word


Jesus went on.  He didn’t stop with baptizing, but continued with teaching.  Once we are created by the Father, saved by the Son, and brought to faith by the Spirit, we are on our way to heaven, but while we wait to get there, we have a message from God which he has sent to show us the way through this world, and he has even included and abundance of insights into his own nature.  Our life in God doesn’t end with baptism.  That’s just a “jumping off” point.  There are so many amazing things we can learn about God and his Word.

B. Keeping Commandments


That’s why Jesus sent the disciples “teaching them to keep all [he] commanded.”  The word often mistranslated as “obey” really means “keep.”  In fact, the way Jesus uses it here, it means “to really keep.”  Of course, as sinners, there’s no way we can obey all that God commanded, no matter how much we’re taught, but we can keep God’s commands.  Jesus wants us to keep God’s commands close to our heart, remembering his words and serving him in love, and God’s greatest commandment is, “Love the LORD, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength.”  That’s what God wants us to teach: love God and love your neighbor.  With the Spirit’s help, we can do that, and if we love God and our neighbor, the rest will follow.  That’s why Jesus got so upset with the Pharisees.  They were concerned with the works without love, but if we do works without love as our motivation, then we’ve failed to keep God’s commands.

VI. Conclusion: I am with you


So Jesus sums up his directive with encouragement.  He says, “Hey!  I am with you every day until the completion of the age.”  Notice that he says, “I am,” instead of, “I will be.”  “I am” is the closest we can come to translating “Yahweh,” God’s name as it appears in the Old Testament.  Jesus reminds us that he is God and is always with us.  Remember that Jesus is also called “Immanuel,” “God with us.”  Also, by saying, “I am,” he tells us that there is no time lag here.  As Jesus went up to heaven in body and soul, he was and is still with his disciples.  He comes to us in the Word, and he comes to us in flesh and blood in the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.  He takes care of us and sends his Spirit to strengthen and keep us until the completion of the age, the day when he returns and completely destroys sin forever, calls us out of the grave, and brings us into the glory of eternity.
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