Fight Fire with Water

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text:  In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Desert of Judea  and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”  This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: “A voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’“  John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt round his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey.  People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan.  Confessing their sins, they were baptised by him in the Jordan River.  But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptising, he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath?  Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.  And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham.  The axe is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.  “I baptise you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.  His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing-floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” (Matthew 3:1-12, NIV).

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction:  Fight fire with fire?

A. Worked in Kuwait

B. Doesn’t work in our lives

1. Makes fire spread

2. Get burned if get too close

II. John offered an alternative

A. Those repenting were baptized

1. Knew they had turned away from God in their sin

2. Turned back to Him

a. In sorrow

b. In faith in His promise

3. Washed clean

B. We are washed clean, too (in Baptism)

1. Opens our eyes every day to our sin

2. Gives us faith to turn to God

3. Washes us clean -- constantly

C. Pharisees & Saducees cam for the show

1. John knew their hypocrisy -- din’t turn

2. Warned them: “You won’t get to God by going the other way. “

D. Why do we come?

1. For the show?  “It better be good. “

2. Or to be washed clean & given a fresh start?

III. The fire will come and has already

A. Jerusalem was destroyed in 66 AD

B. More have died for being Christians in the 20th century than in the previous 19 

C. God will separate us and take us into His barn

1. Still feel the heat

a. Persecution continues to worsen: Pakistan:  3 Children recently taken from parents even though the judge admitted it was illegal

b. Christianity more “out of fashion” -- paganism and Islam on the rise

2. Our Baptism protects us from the fire

a. Chosen by God for salvation

b. Cares for us:  ministering angels, pastors, fellow Christians

3. God’s barn is better than our mansions

D. We can’t get in by ourselves

1. Our sin makes us only deserve the fire

2. Jesus endured the fire for us on the cross

3. He was cast out of heaven into a barn so we can be brought out of this world into God’s barn

IV. You have heard, “Were you born in a barn?”

A. No, but my best friend was

B. and I’ve been given the right to go to His

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Candle

What if I got too close?

How would I put out the fire?

Baptism keeps us out of hell because Jesus paid our way into heaven.

