My kind of Savior?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. But John tried to deter him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?" Jesus replied, "Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness." Then John consented. As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased." (Matthew 3:13-17, NIV).

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. What kind of a Savior is this, anyway?

A. Ask your average person what Christians believe

1. Live a good life

2. Moral people will go to heaven

3. Do more good works than bad

4. Who cares? All religions are basically the same.

B. That's the exact opposite of the truth

1. That's what people were expecting from the Messiah

2. That's why people missed Jesus

II. Jesus comes

A. Lived simply: must have been a surprise for the Magi, who sought a king

B. Came not just for a select few: for all (Epiphany)

C. Came as a man, not most people's image of God

1. We think of glory & power

2. We look for someone to serve or appease

III. We say no

A. John said, "I should be baptized by You!"

B. We say, "I need to do something to be saved!"

1. I'm saved because I chose to believe.

2. God, if you pull me through this situation, I'll be in church every Sunday.

3. I'll give $X. That'll save me.

IV. He says Yes

A. He came as a Servant.

B. He didn't conquer Rome: He conquered Sin, Death, & the Devil

C. He says, "You can't do anything to be saved. I already did." †

V. We concur

A. John baptized the One man who didn't need His sin washed away.

B. We thank Jesus for living under the Law & suffering its penalty for us

C. We serve the one who served us to the cross & serves us still today

1. We come to church to receive more from Him (Faith strengthened by Word)

2. We give in joyful response

a. Knowing what God has done for us

b. Knowing that, no matter how much we give to Him, He'll keep piling it back on us.

VI. God recognizes His Son, whom He loves, with Whom He is well pleased

A. Jesus kept the Law perfectly

B. God loves us for Jesus' sake & is pleased with us through Jesus

VII. Conclusion: What kind of Savior is this?

A. One who serves His people

B. One who saves His people

C. One who gives us His name in baptism that we might be His Sons

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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