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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: What is “temptation”? That’s when the devil wants us to do something bad.

Message: Do you ever do anything bad? The devil likes it when we do bad things, but Jesus still loves us. He loves us no matter what, and God punished Jesus instead of us getting punished. He took our place on the cross and died so we can live forever.

How would you like your Jesus?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil. After fasting for forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written: “‘He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.” Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’” Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. (Matthew 4:1-11, NIV)

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. How would you like your Jesus?

B. We have a tendency to want to create God in our own image

1. If we want to do something, even if it’s wrong, we say, “Well, God wants me to be happy, right?”

2. Or we say, “Well, I’m no worse than anyone else.”

C. Or we get angry when God doesn’t act the way we want Him to

1. When tragedy strikes, we say, “How could God let this happen?”

2. Or, “What did I do to deserve this?”

3. We expect God to do what we think is right instead saying, “Thy will be done.”

4. When you pray, are you willing to honestly say to God, “Thy will be done,” no matter what God’s will happens to be?

5. Even if it’s something you’re dreading?

D. Of course, our sinful nature causes us to fall into all kinds of temptations

E. But in today’s text, Jesus shows us how to respond to temptation.

II. Then Jesus was led to the desert by the Spirit to be tempted by the devil.

A. This is how Jesus begins His ministry

1. You’ll note that this event is rarely mimicked in action movies—it’s just two guys talking

2. And yet, this text depicts one of the greatest cosmic battles the universe has ever seen

B. Jesus doesn’t begin His work with flashy weapons or miracles

1. The miracles would come later

2. And the weapons would be used against Him instead of by Him

C. But here already, He stands in for us against the enemy

1. Even though there was no question whether He’d win this battle

2. The temptation Jesus faced here was very real

3. And the eternal souls of every human being to ever live hung in the balance

III. And after He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He was hungry.

A. Jesus hadn’t eaten anything for 40 full days—most Jewish fasts were only from sunup to sundown

B. And after 40 days without food, He was hungry

1. That’s quite an understatement

2. But consider how you get when you’re hungry

a) Grumpy

b) Depressed

c) Hard to care about anything else but your empty stomach

d) And just about anything looks good

IV. And the tempter came and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, speak so that these stones become bread.”

A. Jesus was so hungry, the rocks themselves were probably starting to look good

B. So the devil, recognizing that Jesus is in fact God, suggests that, as God, He shouldn’t have to give up such basic self-gratification

C. And notice how the devil tempts Jesus, “Speak so the stones become bread”

1. Jesus is God, and through Him, the whole universe was spoken into existence

2. So the devil says, “Hey, you spoke the whole universe into existence out of nothing—surely speaking some stones into bread wouldn’t be difficult!

D. But the real question that the devil was asking here was, “Do you really trust God the Father to provide for You, or are You going to take matters into Your own hands?”

E. Jesus didn’t come to fulfill His own needs—He came with our needs in mind

V. But He answered saying, “It is written, ‘Not on bread alone will man live, but on every utterance that comes from the mouth of God.’”

A. We would like God to live on our every utterance, but that’s not the way it works

B. And if you hope to fight the devil, whose goal is to kill your soul, your only effective weapon is the Word of God

C. This is a problem for those who would pick and choose what they like and don’t like in the Bible

1. There are those who wish to throw out certain parts of the Scriptures

2. They say, “This was just a cultural situation, not applicable to us.”

3. Gay marriage, women pastors—these were only forbidden because of cultural norms

4. Current culture must dictate which parts of Scripture are relevant

5. But if you throw out parts of the Bible, what’s to keep you from throwing it all out?

6. And if you discredit God’s Word, what defense do you have against the devil? None.

7. He’ll be happy to combat you on those terms

8. Never take a wet noodle to a swordfight

VI. Then the devil took Him to the holy city and stood Him on the pinnacle of the temple.

A. Here, Jesus is tempted with “name it & claim it” theology

1. The belief that God is like a genie in a magic lamp, and if you want something from God, all you need do is ask, and you’ll get it

2. Three wishes? Why stop with just three!

3. But God only grants wishes according to His will

4. Because God’s ultimate will for you is that you live forever with Him

a) And He’s willing to do whatever it takes to save you

b) Even when it meant sacrificing His own Son

c) Because the only bigger understatement in Scripture than, “After 40 days, He was hungry,” is the understatement, “God loves you.”

VII. And he said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written that His angels will take charge of you and in their hands they will lift you up so you don’t strike your foot against a stone.”

A. Notice how the devil can use God’s Word, too

1. But He can never use it correctly

2. Because God’s Word brings life

3. But the devil only brings death, so He twists the Word out of context

B. The passage he quotes here doesn’t mean we can expect never to be hurt

1. Jesus assures us elsewhere that we will indeed have troubles in this life

2. We should expect trouble, because we live in a world corrupted by sin

3. But He also assures us that He will work even the bad things in our lives to our benefit,

4. Remembering always His ultimate goal, eternal life

C. Rather, this passage is speaking of God’s angels helping us so we don’t fall into sin

1. God puts every resource available to keep us in saving faith

2. When we fail, it’s only because of our rejection of His gifts

VIII. Jesus said to him, “On the other hand, it is written, ‘You shall not test the Lord your God.’”

A. We don’t need to put God to the test

B. We don’t need to scrutinize God and see whether He loves us or not

C. He already proved that He loves us by sending Jesus to take our place on the cross

D. Faith trusts—it doesn’t test

IX. Again, the devil took Him to an exceedingly high mountain and shows Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory.

A. Jesus came to be a servant, but the devil tempted Him to once again take on the mantle of glory that He set aside

1. Jesus was tempted to disobey God’s call for His Son to be a servant, not a ruler

2. And as Jesus looked at these nations, He knew that the devil held them firmly in his grip of sin and unbelief

B. This seems like a temptation we wouldn’t face

1. Yet how often do you sin so others will think highly of you?

2. What are you willing to compromise to not be seen as “intolerant”?

3. Are you willing to stand up for the truth, or do you “just let it go”?

X. And he said to Him, “These all I will give to You if You will fall down and worship me.”

A. Why would the Creator worship someone He created?

B. It makes no sense, yet we worship God’s creation all the time

1. We honor money over God, trusting in green papers to save us instead of the God Who invented trees

2. We care more about families than about God’s will

3. And as important as families are, they can easily become our idols, taking God’s place as most important to us

C. But more than that, this temptation was for Jesus to avoid the cross

1. The devil was saying, “Hey, a little bow, and you can skip that whole cross and suffering thing.”

2. “I’ll give them to you right now—I’ll release my stranglehold on them.”

3. But were Jesus to gain the whole world this way, we would only be His for this life

4. And He would lose us once we were no longer in this world

5. And to paraphrase Jesus, “What does it profit God if He gains the whole world but loses our souls?”

D. Thank God that Jesus’ rejected the devil’s offer!

XI. Then Jesus said to him, “Go away, Satan! For it is written, ‘The Lord your God will you worship, and Him only will you serve!’”

A. Satan knows our pressure points, how to get us to bow to him.

1. He knows each of our weaknesses

2. And He won’t show up in red pajamas and horns to tempt us

3. Instead, He encourages us to look out for ourselves instead of the needs of others

4. He gets us thinking we know better than God and need to make our own decisions

B. But Jesus shows us the way to beat the devil

1. “It is written”

2. When the devil tempts you to sin, you can answer, “Back off, devil. The Bible says….”

3. And if God says so, then that’s what’s right, because God loves me and knows what’s best for me.

XII. Then the devil left Him and behold, angels came and ministered to Him.

A. Jesus resisted the devil, and God honored Him by sending angels to care for Him in His weakness

1. The word here can be translated “waited on Him,” implying bringing Him food

2. But He received the reward not by His own power, but because He resisted the devil’s temptations

B. And God has promised to provide for us what we need as well

1. Not because we’ve earned it

2. We certainly haven’t resisted the devil’s temptations

3. All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God

4. He gives us eternal life with Him because Jesus resisted temptation and won

5. And on the cross, He defeated the devil for us by dying, paying the penalty for all the times we’ve given into the devil’s temptations

6. And because He resisted the temptation to come down from the cross, willingly giving up His life for us,

7. We have the life that He earned, given to you freely, to live forever

8. That’s the kind of Jesus we need

9. And that’s the Jesus God has given us in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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