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Text

"You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven. (Matthew 5:13-20, NIV+).

Introduction


Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father, and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.


“There’s gold in them thar hills!”  The great gold rush of 1849 began when gold was discovered at Sutter’s Mill in California.  When all we seem to see on the evening news is bad, we sometimes try to just turn it off, or at least tune it out, but good news travels fast.  If we have good news, we want to tell people, and even if we don’t say anything, others often discover it without even hearing it.  They’ll say, “The smile on your face gave it away,” or “I could tell something was up by the way you were acting.”


So what news do we have?  The Son of God is in our presence!  He died in our place and rose again in victory!  This is the single greatest news there ever was!  But how do we reflect that?  Do people know that “something’s up” when they see us?

I.
We are salt.

Jesus says that we are the salt of the earth.  What did he mean by that?  How can we be salt?

A
Tasteful


In Colossians, Paul tells us “Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned, [as it were,] with salt, so that you may know how you should respond to each person. (Colossians 4:6, NASB).” God wants us to be tasteful, or tactful, in our relationships with others.  We should be sensitive to each other, seeking out those who are hurting, and binding their wounds, carefully avoiding “rubbing salt in their wounds.”

B.
Valuable


And salt, in its purity, was seen as something valuable.  Nowadays, we can go over to Schnuck’s and get salt for 45¢ for a pound.  It covers our streets and our cars, but in Jesus’ day, Roman soldiers were often paid with salt instead of money, because it was so valuable.  Infinitely more valuable is the Gospel in its purity.  We can season the world with our salt, but Jesus says that if salt loses its saltiness, it becomes worthless.  How can salt lose its saltiness?  By adding so much other stuff to it, like other minerals, that no one can taste the salt any more.  If we share the Gospel with people, but water it down and add a lot of junk to it, it loses its flavor and is no good to anyone.  What kind of junk gets added?  Human ideas.  The Gospel is hard to understand with human minds, so we try to add things to make it more palatable to our limited understanding, but we need to keep our salt, our doctrine, pure; we need to teach only what God has given us in his Word.

C.
Flavor


Our saltiness should also be flavorful, pleasurable to those who take it in.  God has given us the honor of filling others with the Gospel, leaving in them the good taste of forgiveness, and you’d be surprised how many are confused and lost.  So many intend to be saved through their own works.  They’ll say, “Well, I’ve been pretty good.”  Unfortunately for that kind of thinking, God does not grade on a curve.  It’s pass or fail, and everyone on earth has failed, because God’s scale requires 100% to pass, and no one has ever done that or ever will…no one except Jesus.  Fortunately for us, by his death on the cross, he put his name on all of us, so we get to pass, but some people will still try passing the test by themselves!  God has given us the answer, and we need to share that answer with others so that they might pass, too.

D.
Faithful/preserve


Salt is also used to preserve food, and is a symbol of preservation or faithfulness.  In the Old Testament, the first fruits offering was always offered with salt in thankfulness to God for his faithfulness to his people, and God’s covenant with David was called a “Covenant of Salt,” emphasizing God’s faithfulness to his promises.  God has made us salt and wants us to remain faithful to him as he is to us, both in our words and in our actions, for just as God preserved his people Israel from slavery in Egypt, so he preserves us and grants us eternal life through his Son.

II.
We are light.

A
He made us that way.


Jesus also tells us that we are the light of the world.  This is not an option.  He did not say, “You can be the light of the world.”  He said, “You are.”  We are witnesses wherever we go, whatever we do.  When others see us, knowing we are Christians, they understand us to be representatives of our faith.  Imagine being at a restaurant and having a rude waiter.  Would you go back?  But in the same way, imagine getting really great service at a restaurant.  You’d want to go back!

1.
We are witnesses of Christianity.


Much damage has been inflicted upon Christ’s church through hatred by Christians toward others outside of it, often to those with whom Jesus ate and spent time.  The Samaritans and Gentiles of our day are those of other races and nations.  If our witness shines people to irrational hatred, we miss the Gospel, and we are not really letting our light shine, and they see Christianity as a bunch of racists, but the light of Christ is the light of love.  In the first epistle of John, we read, “The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love. (1 John 4:8, NASB).”  As well, the tax collectors of our day are those who follow so-called “alternative lifestyles.”  As Christians, we need to follow Christ’s example, hating sin, but loving the sinner, seeking out the lost sheep, and bringing them to the Good Shepherd’s care, that God may lead them to repentance, faith, forgiveness, and finally, transformation, abandoning their previous sin and living a new life in Christ!

2.
We are witnesses of Christ.


Not only are we lights, leading people to Christianity, but witnesses of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Savior of the World.  In all that we do, we are reflecting his light, for he is the true light of the world, a “light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of his people Israel.”  In our dealings with others, ¿ are we reflecting the light of Christ to the Gentiles, those outside of the church?  So often, we do not, but we can and will by the power of God’s Holy Spirit!

B.
He made light in us.

1.
Life (Justification)


But we have something great to reflect!  We have the light of life in us, given to us through our redemption in the substitutionary sacrifice of our Lord Jesus!  We live in him now and will live with him forever!  

2.
New life (Sanctification)


Along with the light of eternal life is the light of the new life of sanctification, which enables us to know God, his will for us, and how we may please him.  Now, we can only please him because he gives us that power through the Holy Spirit, but that is yet another wonderful gift he has given us, and it is this same sanctification which enables us to share the Good News with others!

C.
We help others to see God.


As light, people will seek us, like a lighthouse in a storm, but where do we lead them?  Jesus says, “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life,” and he also says that the way is narrow.  It’s easy to light the way to damnation, but our Lord challenges us here to lead others to him, to salvation.  Really, the Holy Spirit does the leading, but God has given us the honor of being used by his Spirit to shine the light of the Gospel!  Ask yourself: “Where is my light leading people?”


Most of us have heard the song, “This Little Gospel Light of Mine, I’m Going to let it Shine.”  Did you ever think about what that song means?  It’s about this passage.  The NIV translates the word “bowl,” which really means “bushel.”  “Neither do they burn a candle behind a bushel.”  No!  I’m going to let it shine.  “And it gives light to everyone in the house.”

III.
Why?

A
The Law still condemns.

1.
Us.

2.
Christ in our place.


But why do we need to shine before men?  Because the law still condemns.  The wages of sin is still death.

B.
The Gospel still saves.


But the Gospel still saves.  The gift of God is still eternal life in Christ Jesus.  The law condemned Jesus in our place.  He fulfilled it in the fullest way.

IV.
How?


So how do we let our light shine as Jesus would want?  Jesus tells us.

A
Show Christ in our actions (love).


The same Law that condemns shows us.  God gave us the Law to show us how we can respond to him.  We can show Christ to others by following him and imitating him.

B.
Teach Christ in purity and truth.


We can teach others about him, in purity and truth, adding nothing from our own ideas, but trusting in the Word and the Spirit.  

C.
Actively share the Gospel with all.


We can go out and share the Gospel with all people in Word and deed, and we have so many ways to share!  By our deeds, we can show our love by giving blood, by helping with the food pantry, by visiting those who need company: the sick, the homebound, those in prison; by our words, we can invite a friend or family member who doesn’t know the lord and his love to our special “Love Sunday” next week, or bring someone to choir or our discovery class, or any of the many social events we have around the parish!  These events are not just for members of this congregation!  They are a great way to share Christian fellowship with others.

Conclusion


But what do we tell them?  Tell them that they need to be righteous, perfectly righteous.  When they realize they can’t be perfect, tell them who was perfect for us, who never fell short.  Tell them that Jesus gives us that righteousness as a free gift, offered to all.  Tell them that Jesus Christ, the Son of God has already given them everything he deserves in his perfection and he took upon himself the suffering and death that we deserve.  When they say, “That’s not fair,” say, “Amen.  It’s not fair.  It’s God’s grace given freely to his children.”


Now may the peace of God that goes beyond all human understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen!
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