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Children’s Sermon

Object: Today is All Saints’ Day. What’s a saint? A saint is someone with no sin. Anyone know any saints?

Message: Look at the person next to you. That’s a saint! (Before your parents try to argue with me, let me explain!) You have no sin, because Jesus took away your sin by dying on the cross! Because of Jesus, you are a saint!

For all the saints…

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Matthew 5:1-12) Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, and he began to teach them, saying: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

I once read some humorous definitions of the word saint: "A saint is a sinner who never got caught...A saint is a person of keen religious insight because of all the experience he/she has had being a sinner...A saint is a dead sinner, revised and edited by the surviving relatives...A saint is a person who is particularly hard to get along with. Happy is the pastor in whose congregation there are no saints."

A. And yet, here I stand before a congregation of God’s saints

1. Saints are not some kind of super people who don’t sin very much

2. “Saint” is not an unattainable status for you

3. “Saint” is rather something God has done to you and for you

II. But seeing the crowds, He went up to the mountain, and when He had sat down, His disciples came to Him. And opening His mouth, He began to teach them,

A. Jesus was sat down to teach His saints

1. And what a crew they were!

a. Simon the Zealot was a terrorist

b. Several of them were fishermen, not exactly the upper crust of society

c. Judas, Jesus knew, would one day sell him out

d. Peter, Jesus’ closest friend, would deny knowing Him when the chips were down

e. All of them would abandon Him when trouble came.

2. And yet, these are the saints the Christian church has honored and respected for almost 2000 years!

a. Not because of their personal merit

b. Not because they were so intelligent or historically noteworthy

c. But because God made them saints

d. And because without them, you would not be a saint today!

III. saying, "Blessed are the beggarly in spirit, since theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.

A. This first statement defines sainthood

1. A saint does not depend on his own goodness to save him

2. Rather, a saint approaches God as a beggar, knowing he deserves nothing, but asking for eternity

B. But that’s awfully bold, isn’t it?

1. Yes, and rightly so

2. We know we deserve nothing of God’s grace, but that’s what makes it grace

3. Grace is undeserved love

4. And He has promised us that grace

5. He has promised us His righteousness because we have none of our own

IV. "Blessed are the mourning, since they'll be comforted.

A. On All Saints Sunday, we reflect on those who’ve gone before us

B. And while we thank God for them, it can be sad for those who’ve lost them

C. But God has the ultimate comfort for you: resurrection!

1. They are not lost!

2. You will be reunited with them!

D. Some grief counselors tell people that it’s important to speak of the deceased in the past tense to affirm that they are gone

1. But that is not necessary

2. Because they are merely in another country, and we will one day go to be with them

3. We do not live without hope

a. Several years ago, the animated movie An American Tail produced the hit song, “Somewhere Out There”

b. The song was popular, especially with couples who couldn’t always be together

c. But for us, the line, “Even though I know how very far apart we are, it helps to think we might be wishing on the same bright star,” is a weaker version of

d. “Therefore with Angels and Archangel and all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify Thy glorious name….”

e. Because we may be far apart, but we are worshipping the same God at the same time as those loved ones who already see Him face to face

E. If you are mourning today, blessed are you. You will be comforted with reunion.

V. Blessed are the humble, since they will inherit the earth.

A. The meekness Jesus speaks of here is the humility that makes you a saint

1. It’s knowing that you are a sinner and have absolutely nothing to be proud of

2. It’s knowing that the only time you do good is when you are empowered by the Holy Spirit to do so

3. It’s knowing that all you are, all you have, and all you can ever hope to be is solely to God’s credit, not your own

B. This humility is what we express in the confession of sins

1. “I, a poor miserable sinner confess to you all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended you…”

2. And this humility is freely admitting that you, “justly deserve [God’s] temporal and eternal punishment,”

3. But Jesus responds that you will inherit the earth—the new earth of the new creation

a. Not because you’ve earned it with your humility

b. But because of God’s “boundless mercy, and for the sake of the innocent suffering and death of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

VI. "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, since they will be fed.

A. Do you hunger and thirst for righteousness?

B. Do you beg God to make you holy?

1. Whether you do or not, He has

a. He gave you His righteousness when He died on the cross,

b. And He made you righteous through Holy Baptism

2. But hunger for righteousness is like the meaning of the first petition of the Lord’s Prayer

a. God’s Name is certainly holy in itself

b. But we pray in this petition that it may be kept holy among us also.

c. Hunger for righteousness is the desire for God’s name to be glorified among us

d. And if not before, certainly on the last day and for all eternity, that hunger will be fed.

VII. Blessed are the merciful, since they will be shown mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, since they shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, since they shall be called sons of God.

A. Can you truly count yourself among this number?

1. The merciful

2. The pure of heart

3. The peacemakers

B. Not if you are also humble

C. And yet…

1. You have been shown the ultimate mercy on the cross—how can you refuse mercy to others?

2. Your heart was purified at Baptism and each time you receive the Lord’s Supper—how could you desecrate it?

3. You have been given peace by the Prince of Peace, the peace that passes all understanding—and you have been given this peace, the Gospel, to share with others.

VIII. Blessed are those persecuted on account of righteousness, since theirs is the kingdom of the heavens. "Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you and speak all evil against you because of Me, Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, since your reward is great in the heavens, for in the same way, they persecuted the prophets before you.

A. If you are sharing the Gospel at every opportunity, you can expect to be persecuted

1. The world is evil and hates the Gospel

2. Free salvation in Christ makes people angry

3. And every day, Christians are killed just because of Jesus’ name

B. This is the reality of the cross

1. But don’t let it scare you away from sharing that cross

2. Because the cross gives eternal life

3. And the opportunity to share the cross of Christ is an opportunity only given to those chosen by God—what an honor

4. And indeed, you have been chosen

a. He chose you and wrote your name in the Lamb’s Book of Life before time began

b. He paid for your sins on the cross to give you access to heaven

c. He baptized you and gave you His Holy Spirit to give you the faith necessary for entrance

d. He has made you a saint

i. Holy, pure, and sinless

ii. And destined for eternal life with Him and all the saints in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Page 
 PAGE 
1


