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Children’s Sermon

Object: What’s a promise? Have you ever made a promise? Has anyone made one to you?

Message: God made you a promise: eternal life. Can you trust God’s promise? How do you know He’ll keep that promise? †

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Matthew 5:1-12, NIV) Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, and he began to teach them, saying: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Today’s lesson is a section of the Sermon on the Mount called “The Beatitudes”

1. The implication is that what Jesus describes here should “be your attitude”

2. But if you take a closer look at what He’s saying

a. You’ll find that it’s not so much about our attitude toward God

b. But His attitude toward us

B. The key to understanding this text is to understand the word “Blessed”

1. It’s sometimes translated “Happy”

a. That falls short

b. Happiness is an emotion that comes & goes

c. But God’s blessing is attached to a promise

2. To be blessed by God is to have the promise of eternal life

a. But while that is cause to be happy

b. Saying “Happy” instead of “Blessed” is like saying “Some girl I know” instead of “my wife”

II. Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down.

A. His disciples came to him,

1. Notice that Jesus was talking to His disciples, not the entire crowd

2. They may have heard, but they weren’t the specific addressee of the sermon

3. Yet this message, like the rest of Scripture, is for all Christians of all times

B. and he opened His mouth and began to teach them,

1. I’m not sure why, but the NIV deleted the words, “He opened His mouth.”

a. Perhaps they didn’t consider those words important, but being God’s Word, they are important.

b. Specifically, they’re important in stressing that these words come straight from the mouth of God

2. saying: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

a. So Jesus is handing out blessings. We’d do well to know who’s getting them!

b. The poor in spirit are those who recognize their spiritual poverty

i. Right from the start, Jesus points out your inability to pay for your own souls

ii. Your good works and efforts don’t measure up to God

iii. Yet yours is the kingdom of heaven

1. Not because of your merit

2. But because of the riches of Christ given freely to you

3. Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

a. You see throughout these statements a recurring theme: You will suffer

i. God doesn’t promise that Christians won’t have trouble

1. If you’re suffering, it’s not because you don’t have enough faith

2. It’s because you live in a fallen world

3. It’s because we all have crosses to bear

ii. But you will be comforted

1. The word “comforted” here is the same word Jesus uses for the Holy Spirit

2. The comfort He gives us is revealed to us in His Word

3. The comfort is the promise of resurrection and eternal joy

4. Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

a. The humility Jesus is talking about here isn’t meekness in the sense of fear or unwillingness to stand up for truth

b. This refers to humility before God

i. Recognizing that you’re a sinner

ii. Recognizing that you “daily sin much”

iii. And recognizing that you’re only going to heaven on Jesus’ merits

iv. That your sin is so bad, nothing short of the blood of the Son of God could pay for it

5. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

a. Do you hunger & thirst for righteousness?

i. More often, we tend to run away from it

ii. “Yeah, I know that’s what I ought to do, but that’s just not practical right now.”

b. Yet you are righteous

i. God made you that way by giving you Jesus’ righteousness

ii. You have been set free from sin

iii. But you are still a sinner

iv. And your faith hungers for the day you will no longer be a sinner

v. The culmination of the righteousness that was given to you at Calvary

6. Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.

a. That’s not to say you’re shown mercy because you are merciful

b. But you’ve been shown the ultimate mercy already

7. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

a. The first time I read this, I said, “Well, that rules me out!”

b. But your heart is pure

i. You were washed clean in your Baptism

ii. And by God’s washing, you are clean throughout

c. And you will see God

i. That is the promise you received on the day of your Baptism

ii. And that promise remains with you your whole life

8. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.

a. What is Jesus’ definition of a peacemaker?

b. A peacemaker is someone who sows peace: wholeness

i. True peace only comes from Jesus

ii. So a peacemaker is one who shares the Gospel, the peace you already have

iii. And you are called sons of God because of that peace that’s been given to you

iv. Because you’ve been given peace with God through the Son of God

9. Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

a. “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.

i. Those who are persecuted do not earn good standing before God

1. Sometimes at funerals, you’ll hear, “His suffering in this life assured that he’s in heaven,” But that’s 100% false.

ii. But God sees your suffering

1. And so do your neighbors

2. And your neighbor is the one who’s helped by it

1. What would the church be today if the disciples weren’t willing to stand up for the truth?

2. What message do you send when you’re willing to make sacrifices for your faith?

3. What are you telling people about God when you’re willing to put Him first before everything?

b. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven,

i. It’s all a matter of perspective

ii. Eternal life in heaven is yours

1. Jesus bought you, and has forgiven your sin

2. He has restored you and given you new life

3. What is your suffering compared to the blessings awaiting you, that the saints in heaven now enjoy?

c. for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

i. So if you’re persecuted for your faith, you’re in good company

ii. That’s the world’s natural response to the Gospel

iii. So rejoice in that

iv. Nothing in this world can beat you

v. Because yours is the kingdom of heaven in Jesus’ name. Amen.

III. Conclusion

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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