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Hands-on Training

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Matthew 9:35-38, NIV) Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field."

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Statistics

A. What is 750,000 miles long, reaches around the earth 30 times, and grows 20 miles longer each day? Answer: The line of people who are without Christ.

B. News): The population of the world increases by 77 million a year. This means 146 a minute, 8,790 an hour, and 210,959 a day. (5 every 2 seconds)

II. Jesus had spent the day out among those people, but there was much to be done.

A. Healed the sick and preached the Gospel

B. The more He did, the more there were

C. The people were looking for "someone to believe in"

1. King was in cahoots with the Romans (Pagans)

2. Pharisees thought themselves better than them & wouldn't associate with them

3. Sadducees & chief priests were a Mafia

D. It was enough to move Him

1. Our God is not an unfeeling “Force”

2. He sees our needs and feels our pain

3. And He responds

III. The people of our nation are no different

A. List of candidates: “Wouldn’t trust them with my car keys, much less my country”

B. Seems like every time we look to a celebrity as a role-model, he/she lets us down

C. Even pastors often turn out to be not the leaders their people had hoped for: scandals & bending under pressure

IV. “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.”

A. Plentiful harvest

1. Our synod has declared the U.S. a mission field: no longer predominantly Christian

2. The United Nations keeps telling us that the world is overpopulated

a. Their answer is abortion & other forms of population control

b. The real answer is distribution

i. Here in America, we’re throwing food away

ii. No one wants to spend the money to send it where it’s needed

B. Workers are few

1. The number of vacant churches continues to grow

a. Remember what it was like to be without a pastor?

b. A year ago today, you still technically didn’t have a pastor

c. Many other churches still don’t

2. Members of churches hoard the message

a. We don’t want to go out and share it

b. We’re ashamed, embarrassed, shy

c. We’d rather see the world’s souls starve to eternal death than open our mouths

V. Jesus didn’t tell the disciples to go into the harvest (Repeat)

A. Beg God to send someone out into it

1. They weren’t ready yet

2. You might feel comforted by this: think it means that he’ll send someone else

3. He might answer your prayer by sending you

4. That’s how He answered the disciples’ prayers

B. Plead with God to send someone

1. It might be you

a. Don’t try to make excuses

i. Moses: “I stutter, God.”

ii. Jeremiah: “I’m too young. They won’t listen to me.” (I can identify with Jeremiah)

iii. My excuse: “I’m not the type.”

b. God calls us into all kinds of harvest fields

i. Not just full-time ministry

ii. Could be @ your workplace

1. Do your co-workers know Christ?

2. What could you do to express your faith?

1. Picture in your cubicle

2. Invite someone to church/church event

iii. Maybe @ home

1. Ask your spouse this afternoon how he/she plans to get to heaven

2. Ask your kids: it’s Father’s day after all

iv. Maybe @ your friends’ house

v. Maybe @ a family get-together

VI. Conclusion:

A. Being called by God isn’t a bad thing

B. To be able to stand in the place we’re called—In my case, this pulpit, you ask God where’s your place—and tell the message of the Gospel (Salvation is free)

C. It is the greatest honor on earth

D. Beg God to bestow that honor on more people: maybe He’ll even choose you

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Paper chain

Message: We are connected like a chain

When we tell others about Jesus, they can be added to the chain

Prayer: Thanks for adding us to the chain. Help us to tell others so they can be added, too.
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