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God help the outcasts

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Matthew 9:9-13, NIV) As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector's booth. "Follow me," he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him. While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew's house, many tax collectors and "sinners" came and ate with him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, "Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and `sinners'?" On hearing this, Jesus said, "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. But go and learn what this means: `I desire mercy, not sacrifice.' For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners."

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: song from Disney's "Hunchback of Notre Dame" (Not recommended for children)

Yes, I know I'm just an outcast

I shouldn't speak to you

Still I see Your face and wonder

Were You once an outcast too?

God help the outcasts

Hungry from birth

Show them the mercy

They don't find on earth

God help my people

We look to You still

God help the outcasts

Or nobody will

II. Jesus called an outcast to be His disciple

A. Matthew

1. Tax collector

2. Traitor to his people

3. Embodied everything they hated

4. Considered "unclean": not allowed into Church to have their sins forgiven

B. You & Me

1. We cast ourselves from God

2. Every time we sin: an act of high treason toward God

3. We embody everything God hates

4. Have no right to have our sin forgiven

III. The "Church People" considered it unheard-of to associate with these people

A. Pharisees

1. "Sinners"

2. Someone of another race

3. Any social outcast

B. You & Me

1. People of another race or language: how do you feel about blacks, Hmong, or Hispanics?

a. How would you feel if a number of them joined our church?

b. Would you want to make them feel welcome?

2. How do you feel when you see a pro-abortion bumper sticker?

a. Do you feel superior to that person?

b. Do you hate them?

c. Would you even consider praying for them or sharing Jesus with them?

3. Same thing with a homosexual: how would you feel about a former homosexual joining our church? What about one who's struggling to get out of that lifestyle?

a. Do you feel superior to that person?

b. Do you hate them?

c. Would you even consider praying for them or sharing Jesus with them?

IV. Jesus didn't come for the righteous, but sinners

A. Tax collectors

1. People who have made bad choices in life

2. People who've betrayed God

3. People who've given up on salvation

4. In our world: homosexuals, unwed mothers, drug addicts, criminals: people who need Jesus

B. Pharisees

1. Showed them that they were sinners, too

2. People who think they're better than the riff-raff

3. People who think going to church makes them better

4. People who don't want their church to change

a. Don't want people of other races & languages & backgrounds

b. Don't want "Sinners"

c. Don't want anyone significantly different from them

C. You & me

1. Tax collector?

a. Made some bad choices in your life?

b. Felt like you had nowhere to turn?

c. Felt like you didn't deserve God's love?

2. Pharisee?

a. Comfortable with the way things are?

b. Rather keep people from Jesus to avoid those different from you?

c. Have you said "hello" to the person sitting on the other end of your pew or that stranger in the narthex? Made them feel welcome?

3. A little of both?

V. Conclusion: Jesus came for both

A. The doctor can heal all people

1. Broken heart

a. Shattered by sin

b. You find yourself unable to put it back together

c. Sin just keeps haunting you

2. Cold heart

a. Hardened by too much warmth & comfort

b. Like your pew & wouldn't THINK of giving up your spot without being angry about it

c. To comfortable in your sinful attitude to accept change

B. Has healed you by giving His life for you

1. His body was broken by sin

2. Our sins put Him on the cross

3. By His death, our sins are removed

4. We don't have to despair like a tax collector: we can rejoice like Matthew

5. We can't think ourselves better like the Pharisee: we need Jesus' sacrifice for us as much as anyone else

6. Neither can get right with God by your own works

7. He has died for both, and by HIS wounds, we are healed

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Chair

Message:

Put it in the way. Get some volunteers to move it: little kids.

Jesus surprised people with whom He chose to be His helper.

In God's eyes, we all need Jesus.
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